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The comparative study of the high school Korean and Japanese language textbook

— The consideration of the theme of non—literal text

Ju, Hyeon Hee

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

In this study, I make a comparative analysis in the high school curriculums
of Korean and Japanese language text book. Especially, I make ‘a comparative
analysis focusing on the non-literal text which is on the textbook.

I assumed that the difference of anticipation in the object and effect of
education of' the Korea and the Japan makes the difference of compilation
reflected by the distribution of genre of the non-literal text in mon-literal text
of the Korea and the Japanese language textbook.

At first, I compared the-object and way of each country's language education
by examining both countries curriculums, the basic of the textbook compilation,
namely the curriculum commentary of the~Korean high school and the
Japanese’s one.

Next, assuming that the bias of text genre appearing in the Korean and the
Japanese textbook accords closely with the way of language education. I
compared and analyzed the compilation of the text of textbook dividing into
literal text and non-literal text.

Under these premises, this study verifies that the Korea and the Japan show
other aspects because of the bias of text genre. And throughout this study, it
suggests that the Korean language textbook should be set by various topics,
especially basic science, philosophy, idea and politics texts should be inserted

more.



Throughout this study, it came out that the Korean high school language
textbook has less quantity of text about basic science and philosophy, and idea
in non-literal text than normal, and in accordance with nowadays curriculums
focusing on creative activity non-literal text becomes just a reading material to
lead the debate.

And also, I research that what kind of non-literal text is published and how
the text is composed in the Japanese high school language textbook.

First of all, the distribution of literal text is as same as the distribution of
non-literal text. The Korean language text book, fGodeung Gugeo sang, hay ,
and the Japanese language text book, [Gugeo Jonghabj , are the basic and
compulsory textbook in each countries.- So the basics can’'t be biased in
particular education way, also the text is published in-balance.

But when analyzing the distribution and genre of the non-literal text and the
characteristic of non-literal text, there 1s a different-aspect between the Korea
and the Japan. It means that.the Korea and the Japan have different goal and
willing in education.

Above all, the basic goal of the language education in Korea and the Japan is
targeted to train talented!individuals as a member of a society by acquiring a
linguistic function as a tool and improving the ability of fluent communication
skill.

But the goal of. the education in the Korea is to train creative talent who can
express their own “epinion logically, and listen to other’s.opinion critically, and
also express writing based on-these abilities, namely -creating something new
by acquiring linguistic functions—perfectly based on the ability to do creative
activities. In contrast, the goal of the education in the Japan is to train
judicious talent who can judge something rationally and logically and have the
problem-solving ability in any case, by acquiring linguistic functions perfectly
based on the ability to do deep-thinking.

Meanwhile, the difference between the Korea and the Japan about the object
of the education and the willing of the effectiveness of education affects the
genre distribution of the non-literal text in textbook. And also, it makes the
genre distribution difference in the Korean and the Japanese language textbook.

The Korean language textbook is separated by topic—unit, while the Japanese

language textbook is sorted by genre—unit. And this is the biggest difference



between two textbooks.

The Japanese textbook adopts the genre—unit format. It is separated by poem,
novel, essay, and critique mostly. They are equally distributed in each unit.
The specific difference compared with the Korean textbook is ‘critique’ unit. I
consider the benefits and necessity of the ‘critique’ education.

Though there is somewhat deviation in each textbook, there are some
textbooks giving more weight to ‘critique’ than other genres. And to educate
the theory part of critique, the textbook organizes learning activity at the end
or middle of big unit. That is also different from the Korean one. To educate
critique, the Japanese language textbook is made up big-unit and learning
activity. In contrast, the Korean language textbook suggests critique text as a
reading material and doesn’t handle critique too much:

I consider the direction to the Korean language in high school on the basis of
the benefits of critique education within the framework of the Korean language
education.
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