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New Morality in Student's Journal "The Renaissance CGHiil)

in Peking University during the New Culture Movement Period
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Abstract

New Morality has been a constantly discussed subject since the
time of Wu Xu Bian Fa and is considered having the same and
comparable importance as the slogan, ‘Science and Democracy’
in the New Cultural Movement. This thesis investigated closely the
New Morality of Youth, the main protagonists of social change at
that time, among the new morality in the New Culture Movement.
To grasp it, the student magazine TThe Renaissance CHriil) .,
published by Peking University, was selected and mainly analyzed
as one of the research subjects.

The discussion about the New Morality of students is largely
divided into three categories. Firstly, one is the view of life and
the issues about life. The students defined pre—existing China's
view of life as ‘The Three Fundamental Bonds and Five Constant
Virtues (=#f7.%)"  which had long been regarded as original
Chinese morality. They insisted that individuals pursue their own
free development against the very view of life and try to establish
the new one for the contemporary society at that time.

Secondly, they criticized the family system and insisted on
women's liberation. Students believed that many sons, daughters

and daughters—in—law under the system were sacrificed by the



older generation. Therefore, they strongly argued that individuals
be liberated from their homes. To actualize women's liberation,
they revealed the women's sufferings from each home and
informed the need for their liberation in the aspects of society,
politics, and economy, suggesting specific plans and solutions.

The third is the New Morality and democracy. Students have
viewed philanthropy and liberty as the spirit of the New Morality.
Of them, freedom is closely related to democracy, which they saw
as the current world trend in "The Renaissances.

The meaning of the New Morality derived from the above
analysis 1s as follows. First, the students practiced their
knowledge. Through the experience of the May 4 Movement,
students tended to pay attention to the real-life issues and offer
solutions rather than asserted moral theories on the magazine's
pages. They also attended ‘Beijing University Commoners'
Education Lecture Society (bt KB K2 s =) and gave
speeches to remind of moral subjects to ordinary people.

Secondly, during the New Culture Movement, it was found that
there were differences in views between the moral statements of ©
New YouthC¥r4:) sy and TThe Renaissancey. The members of the T
New Youthy presented their opinions from the point of view of the
leaders or parents, encouraging young people to act. On the other
hand, the students in the "The Renaissancej thought that people
should state problems from children's point of view and deal with
the problems which they faced on their own.

Finally, New Morality in "The Renaissance; was consistent with
freedom. Students considered democracy a global trend and
emphasized freedom, one of the elements of democracy. Compared
to introducing the Marxism in "New Youthy after the May Fourth
Movement, this was a greatly different path, showing the

characteristics of "The Renaissances as the student magazine.
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