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A Study on Creative Children’s Stories Literature of Lee Ju Hong

-Focusing on Korean Folktales’ Narrative Laws and functions

Hyun Joung Ran

Department of Korean Language & Literature Graduate
School Pukyong National University

Abstract

This study intends to find that Ju-Hong Lee's writing style was based on
the traditional epic laws of folk narrative which allow the readers to find wit,
entertainment, wisdom, humor, jest and satire. Lee, Ju-hong entertained the
children of his time during the Japanese occupation period and
industrialization by reflecting the dark reality in his writing in satirical,
humorous and jesting styles. His distinguishing features in writing appear to
be based on the epic laws of folk narrative. Orlik's laws explains the styles of
folk tales in systematic methods and this thesis explores the three laws of
repetition, Contrast and single strand.

The first chapter analyses the law of repetition through the following
three stories : TRoasted Chestnuts (FShinsonyeon;1934), TA Grandmother Who
Lays Eggs,("Dongailbo;1937), TThree Brothers,;("Dongailbo;1939). They provide
wit, entertainment, and wisdom with repetition. The two very different
characters :Jong-Su and his landlord's son in  TRoasted Chestnuts; amuse
readers by repeating certain sentences expressing their troublesome
relationship. This method is also shown in TA Grandmother Who Lays Eggs,.
In the story, Grandmother Bang-gae and Young-ho's conflict mistrusting each
other over an egg unfolds in a wise way through their dialogue and action. In
Mhree Brothers;, wisdom can be found by a father testing his three sons. He
makes his sons to believe he is dead and unfolds the story revealing their
true feelings in a humorous method.

The second chapter aims to explain the law of Contrast in the following



three stories : TA Baby Snake's Dance,("Shinsoneyon;1923), T"Godongi,
("Chosunilbo;1933), Tiger Stories (FSinsonyeon;1934). In those stories , Lee
personifies animals as two Contrast characters ; the strong and the weak. They
teach us morality strongly through a series of incidents that are involved
between the strong and the wear, the good and the bad and the wise and
the absurd. This study shows that they teach us comeuppance.

The third chapter explains the law of single strand in the following three
stories : TFrogs And A Toad,(FShinsonyeon;1930), "TA Green Frog (TSaebut;
1969), TGajami And Bokjangi (fSamsungdang;1980). Even though they were
written in different times, they all share the same dark reality and gloomy
social background reflected in them. TFrogs And A Toad; lampoons the
Japanese occupation period through the powerless frogs fighting against their
strong ruler in a humorous style. In TA Green Frog ,, Mother frog's death
and his son satirize the sick society which sacrifices lives in the name of
development. TGajami And Bokjangi; unfolds the story of two greedy friends
in humorous and jesting styles.

Lastly, this study shows that Lee intended to provide the children of the
time with his stories full of wit, satire, humor, laughter and lessons of the
good and bad and aims to conclude that he followed the epic laws of folk
narrative and their functions.

(Key Words : folk tales, laws of folk narrative, wit, entertainment, wisdom, jest,
satire, lesson, repetition, opposition, single strand )
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