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An Analysis of 2015 Revised National Curriculum

First Year Middle School English Textbooks

Jung Ho Na

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was first to examine key features
within the content of first year middle school English textbooks
based on the 2015 Revised National Curriculum, and thereby to draw
several implications with respect to the improvement of the middle
school English textbooks for future curriculum revisions.

In order to achieve this purpose, nine middle school first grade
English textbooks were randomly selected and analyzed according to
the following criteria: The diversity of the activities of four language
skills, communicative language function & form of language, linguistic
materials & illustrations, and core competencies which were added in
the 2015 Revised National Curriculum. The results of the study are
as below.

First, according to the analysis results of lesson activities of

four language skills, ‘comprehension of received information’ activities

- Vil -



account for 86.7%, the highest portion in listening activities. In
speaking activities, ‘meaningful practice’ accounts for 26.5%, the
highest portion, and ‘inference activity’ (2.3%), ‘creative task
activity’ (1.096) accounts as relatively low portion. In reading activities,
‘vocabulary learning’(19.2%) was the highest rate in pre-reading
activities, but it was excluded in post-reading activities. In the case
of writing activities, ‘inductive writing’ was counted as the highest
portion of 70.5% and ‘free writing’ accounts for 8.8%, the lowest
portion.

Second, among communication function ‘intellectual
attitude’(33.4%) was counted as the highest portion followed by
‘friendship activity’(24.3%) and ‘emotional expression’(22.9%). In the
case of language form, ‘interrogatives’, ‘be verb & general verb’, ‘to
infinitive’, ‘conjunction’, ‘auxiliary verb’, ‘progressive tense accounts
for relatively high frequency.

Third, according to the analysis results of language material,
'individual and society’ occupied the highest frequency with 40.3%,
followed by 26.4% of ‘culture’ and 20.8% of ‘community.” In textbook
A, frequency of ‘individual and society’ and ‘culture’ appeared four
times respectively, but ‘community’ and ‘literature’ were excluded. In
lexical analysis, the average sum of Kl and K2 of the 9 kinds of
textbooks was more than 90%. Textbook A(17.3%), C(18.9%), and
G(18.2%) had relatively low difficulty of vocabulary learning with a
frequency of K2 less than 20%. The K2 frequency of Textbook I

accounts for 37.9%, the highest portion. There was a significant

- viii -



differences in difficulty of vocabulary learning in 9 kinds of
textbooks. In analysis of illustration, ‘realistic type’ occupied the
highest rate of 71.4%. In the case of textbook F, food, historical
figures and buildings were frequently used as materials, which
showed that the illustrations within ‘expression category’ were closely
related to the usage of materials.

Fourth, among four English core competencies ‘self-management
competency’ accounts for the highest percentage of 47.5%, followed
by ‘English communication capacity’(32.3%), ‘community competency’
(16.6%). By contrast, ‘knowledge information processing capacity’ was
utilized at a low frequency of 3.6% of the total competencies.

The results above suggest pedagogical implications, which are
as follows. First, more creative task activities in speaking lessons are
recommended to be included in textbooks of next curriculum. Second,
‘expressing moral attitude’ communication function is recommended to
be included in future curriculum textbooks. Finally, future research of
using textbooks in  an actual classroom is recommended to

investigate the teachers’ and learners’ perception of textbooks.
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