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Perceptions of Pre-Service English Teachers

on English Teaching Practicum

Park, Hye-sook

Graduate School of Fducation

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine, through the analysis of a
pre-service teacher survey, the current condition of teaching practicum
and the perceptions of pre-service teachers after ‘the practice, and
furthermore discover the ideal directions of English teaching at schools.

Through the questionnaire, the researcher collected data from 62
students of the graduate school of education who completed their practicum
in 2010. The “guestionnaire consisted of twenty-two multiple choice
questions, four short-answer questions, and one opened question. In—-depth
interviews were carried out to three of -them. The results can be
summarized as follows:

First, the pre-service teachers’ confidence was low due to uncertainty
on their English abilities. graduate school of education and the practical
substitute school have to prepare programgs that will enable pre-service
teachers to enhance their English speaking abilities and confidences.

Second, there was a significant difference between in middle school and
in high school’s teaching practicum systems. The pre-service teachers in

high schools were rarely able to demonstrate English classes. It seems



that English teaching practicum should be developed and standardized for
pre-service teachers so that they can have an opportunity to teaching
practice equally.

Third, the restrictions in English teaching practice were appeared as a
lack of fluent English speaKing ability and handling skills of class
English, the difficulties in controlling the students. The curriculum for
pre-service English teacher should be comnected to the actual school
setting so that they can fully understand the actual education of English.

Finally, to improve the condition of English teaching practicum, the
opportunities of sitting=in and pre-service “demonstration of English
classes, as well .as proper guidance and feedback need to be expanded.
Also, programs.in regard to English teaching, i.e: class English used in
actual class' settings, lectures on English learning models, '‘and teaching

activity skills are anticipated.

Vi
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language spoken at normal tempo)
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language intelligibly)
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immediate comprehension and without translation)

(4) W&ol AZsA HJoj= 2= o H(write the ‘language
clearly and correctly)
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