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An Analysis of Listening Tasks and Connectivity between Elementary

School English 6 and Middle School English 1 Textbooks

Yoonhwa Lee

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purposes of this study are 1) to examine the frequency of listening tasks in
the English textbooks of elementary and middle schools, ii) to classify listening tasks
based on eight listening achievement criteria from the revised 7th national curriculum,
and iii) to analyze the connectivity of listening tasks in the English textbooks of
elementary and middle schools. This thesis will help ‘to .develop listening tasks in
textbooks and to make English textbooks with

For this analysis, four kinds of elementary school English textbooks (ESET) and 4
sets of middle school English textbooks (MSET) were analyzed following the criteria
of Underwood (1989), Willis (2007) and Nunan (1999). In addition, listening activities
were classified following the listening achievement criteria of the revised 7th national
curriculum.

The results of this analysis are as follows:

First, in ESET, a ‘looking at pictures’ activity most frequently appears among
pre-listening tasks. In while-listening tasks, ‘matching or finding pictures’ (29.3%),

‘repeat’ (24.3%) and ‘grasping specific information from texts’ (21%) activities are



frequently found. A 'Playing game’ (48.2%) activity is frequently presented as a
post-listening task.

Second, among the pre-listening tasks in MSET, a ‘sharing personal experiences
and thoughts’ (19.1%) activity is frequently found. Then comes ‘looking at pictures’
and ‘fact finding’, respectively. While main textbooks have various pre-listening tasks,
activity books have only two types of pre-listening tasks. These are ‘previewing the
language’ (63%) and ‘broadening background knowledge’ (37%). Among
while-listening tasks, ‘matching or finding pictures’ (33.4%, 34.2%) more commonly
appears than any other activities in both textbook and activity books. ‘Talk and
discussion’ is the most frequent activity of post-listening activities in both the
textbooks (45.6%) and activity books (44.9%).

Third, the common-achievement criterion of listening activities in ESET is to
recognize specific -information from simple dialogues (54.1%). Over 70% of listening
activities in MSET are also focused on the same listening “achievement criterion as
ESET. According to the results of this study, the other achievement criteria are mostly
overlooked.

Fourth, listening tasks are less connected in terms of listening task types and
listing achievement criteria. While. listening activities in ESET are mostly focused on
activities presented. with wisual materials in pre-listening and while-listening, activities
in MSET are more various." The listening achievement criteria of ESET and MSET
have the same problem: their- activities  concentrated on recognizing specific
information.

With the above findings, the following is suggested:

First, it is necessary to select and make various listening activities for elementary
and middle school textbooks. The listening tasks of elementary school English
textbooks are not various. Instead, they only focus on activities with visual materials
and games. Because students encounter only a few different types of listening
activities in elementary school, listening activities at the middle school are too
unfamiliar. For this reason, students are likely to have difficulty in performing

listening tasks when going on to higher grades. Therefore, the listening activities of

iv



elementary and middle schools should be varied.

Finally, the achievement criteria for listening should be more specific. If the
achievement criteria are diversified, a number of different listening activities will be
presented in textbooks in order to satisfy these criteria. This will provide a variety of

listening experiences for students.
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<E 4> 25%x 63d 9o aH}A E71 99 74 AA

- Look & Listen

- Listen & Do

- Listen & Play
ZA WA - Look & Say

- Listen & Repeat
- Speak & Play

- Check up

- Fun Talk
- Listen and-Do

%B 1¥A - Listen and Repeat
- Activity
- Review
- 'Look and Listen
%C n3A - Listen and Speak
- Story Box
- Rhythm Box
+ Activity Box 1
: - Listen
=D wA
- Speak
. Speak
- Discovery:
e <G 4> AAH Q= 7] A= B dAeR st £
oA AAE 7] dolA Kol 7] A3 tE Ao Vs Tl

o]Folxl TFe] iy EgHol gtk o] 2007d AY @EIFel
of 7)53bel BiHe A2Aow Agatw Y7 HEold
2 20089 AR WA AgRTL YE Foa 19

WA 4%} S BEC] ANE B ATE 9% B4 o 7] 9
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o] 7 A= oFee] <& 5>¢F A

< 5> T 18d FoladA g stg &5 €7 99 TAAAA

1.9} T
) - Listen and Talk
- Starting out
— ) s —Yellow
<A - Listen and Talk 1,2 <A
. .. —Green
- Real—Life Activity
—Blue
- Before You Begin
_ - Listen and Talk - Prepare to listen
=B ’ s
- In conversation =B and talk
- Communication Task «. Listen and Talk
- Let’ s check - Review
-+ Listening
- Listening Activities
- Speaking : 1
= . g . - Listening
=C - Speaking Activities = f
) - Speaking
- Fun Time
- Function File
+. Wrap up
- Warm up
<D - Listen =lp) - Listen
- Talk Together
w AT

I A" 7] g5 T =7 €59 A
Aol Skat dels Meate] olg RAdow ARk wal, Wi
o wl w9l o] AAEo] Yt 'Wrap up'olth  ‘Let's check' &9
£7] 9EE B4 daow Ao A¥L g swdEsel 97
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A Look and Speak
2 4R LE A0, J’el HES D EAMC

y e | P e
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| |

| gn | g- "._.‘..

© Go straight for two blocks. . @ Turn right.

@Fs?n the oomer.g :’L@ Ii’s on your left,
<AY5 9, 2008, p. 43>
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€©) Talk and Check Do your friends like_..? Ask and check.

e.g. A: Do you like cooking, Minju?
B: Yes, I do. / No. [ don’t.

dancing

playing basketball

Swimming

watching DVDs

Your own:

o 9le] BY) F $Eele £7] 9rEdA $3E ABEl 5
E =

AE ek S719 Stk AEA Qe AgEhs gAES wEe] o
I Ans P9 gzl BFol YT E/1E B 5] ofd
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