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Akutagawa Ryunosuke’s observation of the West and Japan

in the fThe Smiles of the Godsyi

Hyun Hoo Joo

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

“Going to Japan to-learn western cuisines.” It sounds ‘ridiculous and does
not make sense to people when they hear this sentence at first. To learn
western cuisines, it is obviously a right choice to go to one of western
countries not Japan. However, If some people are well aware of Japan, they
might be agree with people going to Japan. It Kept me thinking that what
exactly the state of Japan is and how Japan could accept western countries
and make people recognize Japan as a country that is able to learn other
countries cuisines, I-attempt to find out the answer, the power of Japan,
which japanizes everything from other countries, from a short story [The
Smiles of the Godsy by AKutagawa RyunosuKe.

Karatani Kojin thoroughly studied [The Smiles of the Godsy to analyze
"Modern Japanese Language and Japanese Sprit” for FNihonseishin
Bukseki(Psychanalysis of Japan or Analysis of Japanese Spirit)g . FThe
Smiles of the Godsy focused on presenting Japanese society in the sixteenth
century when Christianity began spreading from the aspect of a Jesuit
missionary, Organtino. Karatani KXojin researched on both Japanese
characters, Japanese Kanji and Kana, according to the novel and analyzed how

the concept of modernity in western meaning became completely Jjapanized.



This study deals with thoughts, the japanese sensibility and the japanese
logic of AkKutagawa Ryunosuke about Christianity which represents the
western civilization. Additionally, it aims to define the specific and
special meaning in the way AKutagawa RyunosuKe describes and presents the
topics such as the japanese view of life and the clash of Christianity in
FThe Smiles of the Godsy . Moreover, this study is possible to review a
deep and subtle meaning in terms of symbols and metaphors intimately
connected to the scene of the work. Therefore, the purpose of the study is
to consider western countries and Japan from Akutagawa Ryunosuke’s point of

view in [TThe Smiles of the Godsg .
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