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The Current Status of English
Kindergartens

in Busan, Korea

Kim, Do Yeon

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to investigate the most
efficlent way of approaching early childhood English
education. This study. examines the current status of
English ‘education -in English kindergartens in Busan,
Korea and how “the kindergarten English teachers
perceive the practice of early childhood English
education.

In order to analyze the present status of English
kindergarten and teacher's perceptions, questionnaire
research was conducted targeting five large Korean
chain English Kkindergartens located in Busan, Korea.

The participants of this study can be divided into two
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groups: English kindergarten directors and teachers.

The following conclusions were drawn from the data
analysis and the evaluation:

First, according to the directors, most English
kindergartens run approximately five hours a day with
their own English programs, and also teach other
subjects such as P.E., math, science, art, etc in their
regular schedule. . Most English kindergarten classes
consist of eight to ten children and are taught by both
Korean English teachers ands native-speaking teachers.
The ratio of foreign native-speaking teachers’ classes is
higher than Korean English teachers due to most
parents’ preference for a foreign teacher.

Second, = the majority |of teachers ~in English
kindergartens. have various majors and different teaching
experiences. All Korean English teachers are women
considering they are dealing with young children,
however, the foreign teacher’s gender does not always
matter. Most teachers run their classes by themselves
and use mostly English in their classes. Although
Korean teachers give their students assignments and
take care of them every day, some foreign teachers don’t

have any grading responsibilities.



Lastly, when reviewing teacher's opinions on early
childhood English education, all teachers agree that
kindergarten is not too early of an age to learn English.
Also, they have seen enough improvement from their
students to convince them that ages 4-6 is optimal to
start learning English.

Korean teachers believe that an ideal English
kindergarten teacher in Korea should~have a native
English speaker —and a Korean . English. teacher
co—teaching in a class. Onwthe other hand, only 60
percent of ‘foreign teachers agree with it, the other 40
percent think native English speakers are more ideal.
Both Korean and foreign teachers think ' the most
important quality for a Korean Kindergarten English
teacher “is fluency and for foreign teachers;,” is the
appropriate training in: child 'care. Their “optimal English
classroom consists of five to ten students, lasts 25 to 35
minutes five days a week.

The followings are some suggestions from the
researcher of this study for early childhood English
education in Korea:

First, there is a need for government involvement and

support in early childhood English education. This would
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help rectify the trend of young parents excessive zeal
for English education that often leads to illegal and
premature English education.

Second, there is also a need for government or other
educational organization to run teacher training programs
in order to get both Korean and native Kkindergarten
teachers professional development and reduce the
offences against-children. In doing so, ‘the gap between
the views“of Korean and native teachers will be bridged
and communication in- the work place will be greatly

improved.
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2012. 12. 18

1. A%te wxF ®e ik QldsE?  (How . many
children are there in a class on average?)

D8 ~94 @10~11%
@12 o] @7 ef: (AAJDL7TA L H)

2. Aste] oA o] +PA 722 (What time do you
start and finish your kindergarten classes ?)

( Al

S

~ )\]

S

3. 73] A FelA g el AQHE AIZFE? (How
long does one session of English class last on

average?)
D30+ @40%
@50% @7 e}
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4.

Aske] fFAFelA kel 219 A H]E2? (How are
your English teachers composed of? — Korean
teacher only, Native—speaker teacher only, Korean
and Native—Speaker teacher)

@D5:5 (gke1:8]RT) @3:7
36:4 @7 et

5. A%Fe] FAF - FoAuAIEe -y Fojdd syl
7}? (Does your English teacher have a degree in
English?)

® 28d @ oy @ 71EFs

O

6. A F-oA GolstsS sts Ao Fol9 doed |-
oA HSES Wl gyHolga A Zst=71? (Do you
think teaching English to Kindergarten children is
effective in terms of English language skills?)

O 188, @ v @ 7| e -

vy

7. A A oA o] o] o) ThE FHE (A5, o
5)o "t Fd S ZaAE=71? (What ‘kind of subject
does your 'school provide with except English?)

O 28}

(F=/ 272 7IANFA L oo vls/ 33])

@ ohit}
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8. Aste] FAFANAM = o Fojrzglog s
g 5=7}? (What kind of English Program do you
use in your class?)

O AA Z2a3 @ GojuA7E BrE Z 7
Q@ QqF xz 73 @ 71E} :

#78ke  FA M. Fojz=z RS FFsks d M 2
FAHS o172 (What is the biggest problem when

implementing an English program in your kindergarten?)
(RHFEo) 7] =skAl 7] vhgE Y Th)

BEAS g7 FHA FAGUL
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2. Questionnaire for Kindergarten

English Teachers

This questionnaire aims to examine the current state
of early English education in Busan. Your answers
will not be used for any purpose other than this
study. | truly appreciate your help in completing this
questionnaire.

Part 1. Current States of Kindergarten English Education
1. Gender: 1) male 2) female

2. What is your nationality?

3. How long have you been teaching English in kindergartens?

1)Less than one year 2) one to two years

3) two to three years 4) more than three years
4. In your-English-class, you

1) co-teach ‘with a Korean English' teacher

2) teach with a Korean kindergarten teacher as an

assistant.

3) teach by yourself

Continued on the next page.
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5. What language is used in your English class?
1) all in English, no Korean
2) mostly in English, with a little Korean to
explain difficult concepts
3) sometimes English, sometimes Korean
4) mostly in Korean

6. Do you use any teaching materials?
1) None 2)-workbooks from foreign market
3) workbooks from local market
4) reading materials and hand-outs

7. What is the /most frequently used teaching aid in your
English class?

1) ‘real objects

2) pictures/flash. cards

3) video/audio ‘tapes

4) reading materials-and.hand-outs-1 prepared
8. Do you give your students English homework?

1) Yes 2) No

Continued on the next page.
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9. What is the most preferred teaching method in your
kindergarten?

1) Immersion  2) TPR ( total physical response)
3) CLT (communicative language teaching)
4) whole language approach

10. What is the main reason for your students' early English
study?

1) Preparation for their English class in primary. school.
2) The parents think that the earlier the better.

3) / They will travel or study in. foreign countries. near
future.

4) other reasons
Part' 2. Opinions on Kindergarten English Education

1. Is it too early for kindergarten children to learn a foreign
language?

1) Yes 2) No

2. What are the-learning results of most children in your
class?

1) Definite improvement 2) hardly any changes
3. Should kindergarten children be exposed to English literacy?

1) Yes, it is necessary 2) No, it is not necessary

Continued on the next page.
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4. Do you think parents are helping children with their English
homework?

1) Yes 2) No

5. Do parents have a lot of expectations from kindergarten
English class?

1) Yes 2) No

6. What is the biggest-problem that-you come to face when
teaching English-for Korean kindergartens?- Please describe
briefly.

7. Would learning .English in kindergarten influence children
on their Korean?

1) Yes, with a positive influence

2) Yes, with a ‘negative influence

3) Yes, with both positive and negative influences
4) Without any influence

8. Who do you. think=an ideal" kindergarten English teacher in
Korea is ?

1) Native speaker of English 2) Korean English teacher

3) Native English speaker and Korean English teacher
co-teaching in one class

Continued on the next page.
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9. Among the answers below, what is the most important
quality in a Korean Kindergarten English  teacher?

1) Major in English 2) Correct pronunciation
3) Fluency in English  4) Appropriate training in child care

10. Among the answers below, what is the most important
quality in a foreign kindergarten English teacher?

1) Native English speakier 2) Correct pronunciation
3) Major in English- 4) Appropriate training in child care

11. Do you think a_.special training is necessary ‘to the
kindergarten English teachers?

1) Yes 2) No
12. Among the ‘answers below, what is the most important
subject  in kindergarten English ~ teacher/ training?
1) pronunciations 2) games and activity
3) song “and. chant-_4) storytelling ~5) conversation
6) phonics 7) literacy 8)-vocabulary

13. When is the optimal age for Korean children to begin
learning English?

1) before kindergarten 2) At 4 years of age
3) At 5 years of age 4) At 6 years of age
5) from primary school

Continued on the next page.
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14. There should be per week of English classes in
Korean kindergartens.

1) 2 days or less 2) 3-4 days 3) 5 days or more

15. What is the optimal length of an English class in Korean
kindergartens?

1) 20 minutes or less 2) 25-35 minutes
3) 40 minutes or more

16. What is the optimal English class size. of Korean
kindergarten?

1) less than 5 students 2) 5- 10
3) 11- 15 4) more than 15
17. Among the answers below, which one is the closest to

the aim of having English class in your
kindergarten?

1) “The kindergarten wants to introduce English- to the
children just to make their parents happy.

2) The kindergarten_just wants the children to.-have fun in
learning “English

3) The kindergarten holethe children to achieve a certain
level in English language proficiency.

Continued on the next page.
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18. What type of English class is better for kindergartens in
Korea?

1) The children should just have fun learning English.
Achieving a certain level of English.

2) Achieving a certain level of English proficiency should
not be expected.

3) Good quality classes should be offered so children
could achieve a-certain level of-English proficiency.

-Thank you-
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