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A Study of the Development of Lesson Plans Using Charlotte’s Web

Kim, Mina

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore effective. ways of using film in
communicative teaching and learning. For this purpose, the“value of film and
its effectiveness as a teaching resource were examined. Several advantages of
using film in classroom suggested in this study are as ‘follows! authenticity,
provision of ‘cultural knowledge, promoting motivation, accessibility, and
relatedness to follow—up activities. Film provides not only a source of language
used in real-life but. also cultural information through authentic contexts or
given situations.. Moreover, film develops students’ interest and’ curiosity in the
target culture and language, -thereby acting as.-a source“of motivation. Film
also serves as a springboard. for related post—viewing communicative tasks and
activities. For these reasons, film can be exploited as a means of improving
communicative competence.

This study proposes useful teaching plans to improve communicative
competence adapting movies. The study draws on teaching-learning activities
designed by Wood, Stempleski, and Tomalin, as well as instructional models
devised by Allan. The teaching plans target third grade middle school students,
using the movie Charlotte’s Web. The conclusion of this study is as follows:
First, the power of film to interest learners brings positive effects on target

language learning. Second, film makes an excellent use of technology to



convey contemporary cultural and linguistic information. Third, the use of film
in the classroom enables successful language acquisition only when the film to
be used in a class undergoes a careful selection process. Lastly, film can be
used to design effective communicative activities in contrast to traditional
teaching activities, such as simple translation and cloze tests using passages
from the transcript.

This study suggests that the practical use of film positively affects the
affective, linguistic, and sociocultural factors in English learning and contrives
teaching plans to improve learner’'s. communicative competence. Because
teaching plans have not been systematically implemented in the classroom,
their pedagogical -effects may not be verified. However, it. has been widely
accepted that movies are useful tools when it comes to teaching English in
EFL classes. Thus, practitioners and 'researchers should develop proper

instructional models and activities for using movies in English classes.
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Movie Charlotte's Web Period | 1/5
45
Level 3rd. Grade in Middle School Time )
min.
. 1)SWBAT watch “‘movie ‘trailer -and predict the story of film.
Learning - .
. . |2)SWBAT describethe event that ‘they witnessed.
Objectives .
3)SWBAT write a short paragraph that compare each character.
Steps
(4s) Teaching-Learning Activities Materials
@ Greetings and Roll Call
Introduc
-tion(5") (> Stating Today's Learning Objectives
@ Watching the film trailer.
- Analyzing Charlotte's Web's Movie trailer
Develop
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-ment(38')

Develop
-ment(38')

@ Distribute worksheetl before playing the trailer.

® Play the trailer. After watching it, ask questions
based on the worksheet. (The title of film, music
used in the trailer and the mood it suggests, settings,

genre, supposed main characters etc.)

® Play the trailer one more time. Web-site
@ Check the right answers and predict what the story

will be about. Worksheet1
@ Vocabulary building
(® Distribute worksheet 2 and infer- the meanings of]

new words- from synonyms.
Infer meanings_of related idioms-on the worksheet.
© Check all the answers with the whole class and

make sure that all Ss understand the meanings of

new words and their wusage. Practice | the

pronunciation of words a few times.
QFirst viewing [without subtitles]

CD-ROM

® Play the ‘movieschip without subtitles: worksheet2

After the first viewing, -ask -questions that can be
answered even if Ss did not understand what each
character exactly said. (Such as, How may people
there are, where they are, What they seems to do,
etc.)

@Second viewing [with Korean subtitles]
® Play the clip with Korean subtitles.

After watching it, discuss what happened in the clip

comparing it with the Ss' predictions and talk about
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Develop
-ment(38")

the differences between what they saw in the clip

and those in the trailer.

(O Third viewing [with English subtitles]
- Eyewitness

® Play the clip one last time-one last time with
Korean subtitles.

After watching the clip, tell Ss they will be asked
to act as witnesses.

© Ask the class.-questions starting—from general to
more specific, for example;

-How many people were there?

-What were they wearing?

-How old do youthink they are?

What happened first?

-What happened after that?

+Why did Mr. Arable try to kill the pig?

-What made Fern so angry?

-What will ‘Fern do with the pig?

¢ Comparing -Characters

® Draw a Venn -diagram on the board or on an
overhead transparency. Above the each circle, write
the name of the two characters (in this case, Fern
and Mr. Arable)

Explain the task to Ss. They are going to use the
diagram to compare two characters, and then use the
information in the diagram to write a composition
about the characters.

© Ask the class questions, such as;

- What kind of person is Fern/Mr. Arable?

- Is Fern/Mr. Arable male or female?

-What kind of relationship exists between Fern and Mr.
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Arable?

- Is Fern strong-willed or not?

- What do they have in common?

- What are the differences between the two characters?

© Complete the diagram to write a short paragraph that
compares the characteristics of Mr. Arable with
those of Fern.

® Ask for two or three volunteers to present their

works.
Consolidation
Consoli ’
Closing comments
-dation(2')
Homework
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Movie Charlotte's Web Period| 2/5
45
Level 3rd. Grade in Middle School Time .
min.
1)SWBAT predict /the story based on freeze-frame pictures from a clip.
Learning |2)SWBAT find specific information about the characters and describe
Objectives characters' personality using adjectives.
3)SWBAT!' describe the action from the characters' point of view.
Steps . 3 I .
4s) Teaching-Learning Activities Materials
4 Greetings ‘and Roll-Call
Introduc | ¢ Stating Today's Learning Objectives
-tion(5")
4 Review.
@ Predicting the story from pictures
@ Distribute worksheet 1 that contains freeze-frame
pictures of the clip. Worksheet1
® Allow enough time for Ss to examine the print
material.
® Discuss what might happen in the story and what
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Develop
-ment(38')

Develop
-ment(38')

each character might talk about.

® Summarize the class' prediction.

@ Vocabulary building

@ Distribute worksheet 2 to Ss.

Infer the meaning of new word from its synonyms
and antonyms.

© Check all the answers with the whole class and
make sure that all Ss understand the meaning of
new words and their usage. Practice the

pronunciation of words a few times.
QFirst viewing [without subtitles]

() Play a clip without subtitles.

After the first viewing, ask questions that can be
answered even if Ss did not understand what each
character exactly said. (such as where they are, How

many' animals there are and what they seems to do)
@Second viewing [with Korean subtitles]

® Play the clip. with“Korean subtitles.
After watching it, conduct the whole class discussion
on how accurate Ss' prediction that were made at

pre-viewing stage.
O Third viewing [with English subtitles]
-Finding specific information about characters.

(A Distribute worksheet 3 that has an item list that Ss

should find about characters. (e.g. name, personality,

job etc.)

_50_
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Tell Ss that each person in a group should focus on
a different character.

© Play the clip one last time with Korean subtitles.

© Get Ss working in groups and exchanging
information about each character.

(® Check the right answers. Check the meanings of]
adjectives used to describe characters and drill on

pronunciation.

@ Finding who.(From a point of view)

A Call for-volunteers who will describe “the action

from" each character's point of view. Ss can“give

Develop their description in the present or the past tense, but
-ment(38") they should use the first person singular form(l...) to
express the character's personal attitude or emotions,
etc.
Explain to Ss that they are going to find and
guess a name of character who a volunteer describes.
© Give points to 'the first group who correctly guess
the name of character being described.
Consolidation
Consoli | Closing comments
-dation(2')
Homework
ok 3214
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Movie Charlotte's Web Period| 3/5
45

Level 3rd. Grade in Middle School Time )
min.

1)SWBAT ! predict the story of the' film based on a novel
Learning |2)SWBAT respond to the emotions shown by characters and describe
Objectives them with adjectives.

3)SWBAT 'solve the problem which the main character encounters.

Steps

45) Teaching-Learning Activities Materials

4 Greetings.and Roll- Call

Introduc | & Stating Today's Learning Objectives
tion(5")
4 Review.

¢ Predicting the story from a novel.

@ Distribute worksheet 1 that contains the part of story
from the original novel 'Charlotte's Web'.
@ Tell Ss they will read what might happen in a clip.

® Allow enough time for Ss to examine the print
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-ment(38')

Develop
-ment(38")

material.
® Discuss what might happen in the clip and what
Wilbur is going to do to be alive until winter.

(® Summarize the class' prediction.

@ Vocabulary building

(A Distribute worksheet 2 to Ss.

Infer the meanings of new words from definitions| Worksheetl
with the help of an English dictionary. Worksheet2
© Check all the answers with—the whole class and
make sure that all Ss understand the meaning of]
new- words and their usage. Practice - the
pronunciation of words a few times.
QFirst viewing [without subtitles]
(® Play the clip without subtitles.
After the first wviewing, ask questions that can be
answeredeven if Ss did not understand .what each
character: exactly-said. (Such as where they are;” How
many animals arc there, What they seems to do)
CD-ROM
@Second viewing [with Korean subtitles]
worksheet3
worksheet4

® Play the clip with Korean subtitles.

After watching it, conduct a class discussion on how
accurate Ss' predictions made at the pre-viewing
stage were and which differences were made
between the film and the novel. T may ask
questions such as:

- Who told Wilbur the bad news in the novel/the

film?
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Develop
-ment(38')

- What does the novel/the film tell you or show you
about the smoke house?
- Was it the same house that you imagined from the

reading?

@ Third viewing [with English subtitles]

- Describing characters' emotions

(® Distribute worksheet 3 that has adjectives used to
describe characters' feelings.

Explain that Ss should focus—oen.the emotions that
actors show.

© Play the clip.

© Ask Ss questions, such as;

- How was the Wilbur's feeling when he knew' that he
was going to die before winter came? How did you
know that?

- How did Charlotte's feel?

- Did it make Charlotte decide to save Wilbur's life?

- How did.you feel:about the emotion in the film? Was
it_just right, too little, or too much for the,situation?

(T can- pause the_-clip while Ss watch .it if “it is

necessary)

¢ Finding good words to save Wilbur's life.

® Explain Ss the task that they are going to find a
few good words to save Wilbur instead of "some
pig" that Charlotte made out of her web.

Distribute worksheet 4 that has drawing of a spider
web.

© Get Ss working in groups to make a spider web
including proper words.

© Call for some volunteers to present their work.
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Ask them why they chose their words.

Consolidation
) Sum up the story of the clip and distribute
Consoli ]
. the corresponding book parts.
-dation(2'")

Homework

Read the rest of story in the novel.

2. 474
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Movie Charlotte's Web Period | 4/5
45

Level 3rd. Grade in Middle School Time )
min.

1)SWBAT listen to the movie dialogues and tell the story.

Learni 2)SWBAT call out any visual images and sounds from the film
earnin;
& along with their feelings or reactions to what they have seen.

Objectives . ) )
3)SWBAT translate a script from a film in their first language and
record it as an audio file.
Steps . . s .
4s) Teaching-Learning Activities Materials
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@ Greetings and Roll Call

Introduc | ¢ Stating Today's Learning Objectives
-tion(2'")
& Review.
¢ Watching the pictures about fair.
@ Show the pictures of fairs. (e.g. job fair, trade fair,
art fair, exhibition, etc.)
® Infer the purpose of the places and what kind of]
people usually go there.
Develop ® Discuss the differences between Korean . and
-ment(38') American _fairs. (E.g. there are rides like ‘at

amusement parks” and many peddlers in American
fairs.)
® Guess why Wilbur and his friends go to the fair

and what will happen in there.

@Vocabulary building

(A Distribute ‘worksheet 1.

Infer the meaning of new words by ~matching Worksheetl
English-English dictionary definitions with the new
words.
© Check all the answers with the whole class and
make sure that all Ss understand the meaning of
new words and their usage. Practice the
pronunciation of words a few times.
QFirst viewing [without subtitles] CD-ROM
worksheet2
® Play the clip without subtitles. worksheet3

After the first viewing, ask questions that can be
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-ment(38")

Develop
-ment(38")

answered even if Ss did not understand what each
character exactly said. (such as how many people

are there, where they are, what they seem to do)

@Second viewing [with Korean subtitles]

® Play the clip with Korean subtitles.
After watching it, check the Ss' understanding by
asking questions about the story such as:
-Why did they go to the County Fair?
-Who got the-first prize?
-Why-did Wilbur get a medal?
<What did Charlotte write on her-spider web?
-Who did found the word "humble"?
-What did .Templeton ask’ for?

(> Third viewing [with English subtitles]
- Image and sounds

® Tell Ss the task is to watch and pay close:attention
to the-images andsthe sounds.

Play the film.clip.

© After playing the clip, ask Ss to call out any visual
images or sounds that immediately come to mind, as
well as any feelings or reactions they have to the
film.

© T Write the key words from their responses on the
board. For instance, Ss who have watched the scene
in which Charlotte died of natural causes may
discuss Charlotte's egg sack. Also, Ss can talk about
their personal feelings and reactions to death.

® Conduct a whole-class discussion of the clip, based

on the key words on the board and some of these
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questions:

- What are some words you would use to describe
the clip?

What surprised you?

- What pleased you?
What bothered you?

& Sound dub

® Divide the class into small groups and distribute the
Korean transcript.
Tell Ss the-task that they are going to dub the short
clip into Korean.
Remind them that they must give consideration to:
- the speaking style and emotions of the speaker
- the lip movements of the actor who is speaking.
© Groups take turns recording their voices.
© Play back the audio recordings together with the
sound on and the video player turned down.
®After playing all. the recordings, ask Ss what they

learned from voice-over recording.

Consolidation
Consoli
-dation(2')

Homework

"}, 5aFA]
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Movie Charlotte's Web Period| 5/5
45
Level 3rd. Grade in Middle School Time .
min.
1)SWBAT tell the whole story about the film and predict the end of
story.
Learning -
.. |2)SWBAT tell the main idea of the film.
Objectives ; ! .
3)SWBAT introduce their favorite scenes through postcards or
stamps’ that they made.
Steps : . . .
4s) Teaching-Learning ' Activities Materials
4 Greetings and Roll Call
Introduc | 'Q Stating Today's Learning Objectives
-tion(5")
4 "Review.
¢ Story ‘summary_séntence_strips
@ Distribute the strips that include sentences describing
main events of the film.
® Ask Ss to sequence the sentences in the order with
their partners.
@ Ask for volunteers to retell the story.
Develop | @® Predict the end of story with the class.
-ment(38")
@ Vocabulary building )
Story strips
o Worksheet1
(® Distribute worksheet 1.
Infer the meaning of new words by matching
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Develop
-ment(38")

English-English dictionary definitions with the new
words.

© Check all the answers with the whole class and
make sure that all Ss understand the meaning of]
new words and their usage. Practice the

pronunciation of words a few times.

QFirst viewing [without subtitles]

® Play the clip without subtitles.

After the first viewing, ask questions that can be
answered even if Ss did not understand what “each
character exactly said. (Such as How many animals
are there and who they are, where they are,, What

they seems 'to do)

{(Second viewing [with Korean subtitle]

@), Play the clip with, Korean subtitle.
After watching it, check| the Ss' understanding by
asking_questions-about the story such . as;
- Why did “Wilbur_patiently wait the end of winter?
- Who helped the little spiders hatch?
- How can the new-born spiders fly?

- How many spiders were left in the barn?

(Third viewing [with English subtitles]
- Discuss the main theme of the film.

(® Discuss the whole class by asking the main subject
of the clip.

Discuss the theme of the film with the whole class.
Ask questions to stimulate discussion among Ss,

such as:

_60_
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- Why did Charlotte make word webs at all cost?
- Why did Wilbur carry Charlotte's eggs sac and

care for it?

{ Favorite scenes

@® Tell Ss that they are going to make
memorabilia(postcards or stamps) to introduce their
favorite scenes.

Give a full explanation regarding-memorabilia.
(e.g. its purpose and features)

© Work out in their groups to make -memorabilia.

O Ask for volunteers to present their work.-When they
present their work they should focus on:
- events that they want to describe.

- settings. (when and where)

- the reason why they picked the scene as ' their
favorite scene.

- what kind of feelings they have about the scene.

Consoli
-dation

Consolidation
Sum up the story of the-clip.

Homework
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