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Lee mae chang and Liu rushi, a comparative study on the Chinese poetry

Zhai Shi Wen

Korean Language and Literature, Master of Arts

Pukyong National University

Abstract

This study compared sand analyzed ‘the-gisaeng’s consciousness of
the times that coped with to feudal society - shown in Lee,
Mae-chang and Yoo, Yeo-si's poems who were the representative
Korean and Chinese gisaeng poets. As gisaengs (both Lee,
Mae-chang and Yoo, Yeo-si) who were the most popular in their
generations, the difference in their attitudes in which they projected
their personal emotions and thoughts on the times they lived were
compared; their voices towards each different society — resulted from

these differences - were examined.



While Lee, Mae—-chang showed a moderate woman'’s image that
conformed to the Confucian society, Yoo, Yeo-si showed the
consciousness of a reformist woman who could make outspoken
criticisms towards society. Through their poems, I have studied how
the two gisaeng poets’ common points - which began with
lamenting their given social status - had been formed in different
directions — such as in their willingness to live in those times and
their perspectives on society. Furthermore, the social situations of the
times they lived coincided in that the Confucian ideology was the
center of their times and it was a turbulent period - ie. Japanese
Invasion of Korea in Korea and. the transition period of two
countries' (between the Ming and Ching Dynasty) in China.

By analyzing their poems written towards the love, people and
society they looked at under the restraint from their social status -
as gisaengs — and difficult times of their eras, I intend to point out
exactly how they. communicated | with the world, each living in the
different country and era.-While Lee, Mae-chang, the subject of this
study, was a gisaeng with melancholy and conservative sentiment,
Yoo, Yeo—si was a character who had relatively optimistic and
progressive sentiment. By analyzing the poems which were the
pieces of work by the two gisaengs - who seemed similar but
different at the same time, it could be found how they looked at and
communicated with the world.

This study examined Lee, Mae—-chang and Yoo, Yeo-si as a part

of comparison work for gisaeng literature of Korea and China. On

_Vi_



the basis of this study, I hope that comparison work between the
Korean and Chinese gisaeng literature - further overall comparison
of female literature in both countries - will be conducted in depth in
the future so that they will be more meaningful studies in the

Korean and Chinese literature history.

- vii -
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