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A Study on English Teachers’ Perceptions of Teaching Speaking in Korean

Middle Schools

Shin, Yu-Jjung

Graduate School of Fducation

Pukyong National University

Abstract

This study’' investigated teachers’ perceptions of- English conversation
classes in Korean middle schools. The objective of English 'conversation
classes according to the national curriculum has always been the same: to
improve students’ @ communicative competence. However, Korean students’
conversational confidence and competence are not high, despite many efforts
by the Korean government and Korean teachers of [English’ teachers. This
research assumes that the major reason for  this "situation is related to
English teachers’ perceptions and 'beliefs  regarding speaking and
conversation,

To gain a better understanding of teacher beliefs regarding the nature
of speaking English, English teaching pedagogy, and classroom practices,
quantitative case studies were conducted with sixty experienced teachers.
Data was gathered over a two weekK period through online and offline data
collection, It was then analyzed using SPSS 21.

The results of this research on teacher beliefs show that there should

be more students’ output for speaking English in the classroom. The



teachers thought that students do not get enough chances to speak English.
In addition, teachers also do not speak enough English during conversation
lessons. To improve student conversation skills, teachers should increase
the chances for speaking English through communicative interaction. This is
because human beings learn speaking through communication.

And in order to encourage conversation in English education, many things
must be changed in the English education system, such as the number of
hours spent learning English, the distribution of teaching the four skills,
and the overall style of assessment.

The results of the.research on teacher perceptions for the practice of
English teaching .in the classroom showed that English textbooks should be
more constructive and suited towards student interests. The'results showed
that teachers depend on English textbooks and CD-ROMs. However, they do not
think the speaKing activities in the textbooks attract student interest. To
draw students’ interest and voluntary participation during class,
publishers need to improve the speaking sections of textbooks.

Finally, the results of the research on the relationship between
teachers’ perceptions. and -the practice of -English teaching show the
following findings. Teachers think communicative-interaction activities are
somewhat more useful than structural pattern drills. Nevertheless, they
also think structural pattern drills are still good and actually use
structural pattern drills much more than communicative interaction
activities. However, according to most research conducted by linguistic
scholars, structural pattern drills and communicative interaction
activities should be carried out simultaneously to improve communication
skills. Therefore, to teach effective conversation, teachers need to
comprehend and change their perceptions about teaching speaking. In

addition, the ministry of Korean education should constantly study to
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to support English education in
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. . shAle] el E WAL AR olsfgl=A] gl
confirmation’ check

(A 2H)) V 4

T: You mean............ 7

WALZE ek 8= Aol & ol deA &<l
comprehension

. T: Do vou understand what I say?
check (o] 31 &Hel) Y _ o
Are you following me?

G/t 2 F UGS b D AAG o A

clarification request: | 334 It

(44 8) T: Pardon? Sorry?
Would you explain it-again?
repetition WAZE 8F oy} dF5ale] WS HEE ShH A U
(QHE) 3o 25 A
| WA dEe oA mdste] oste FE 24
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(AMxd)
T: 11 be there
SEA ol wahE 29 45, 4549 &
completion 3= oA
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T: Supermarket...
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PERCEPTION

COGNITION (of units, cartegories, and fuctions)

{(knowledge)
ABRSTRACTION
{internailizing rulkes relating
categories and functions)

SKILL GETTING

ARTICURATION
{practices of sequences of sounds)

PRODUCTION

(pseudo- CONSTRUCTION

—F communication) (practice in formulating communications)

RECEPTION

{comprehension of a message)
SKILL USING INTERACTION

(real- EXPRESSION
communicaion) (conveying personal meaning)
<a¥ 2> (Rivers & Temperley’'s framework(1978, p. 4)
2.4.3 Paulston® Bruder(1976)<] w37 58 ©F5t W
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Littlewood(1981)= A4~ % +
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STRUCTURAL ACTIVITIES
PRE-COMMUNICATIVE

ACTIVITIES
QUASI-COMMUNICATIVE ACTIVITIES
FUNCTIONAL COMMUNICATION ACTIVITIES
COMMUNICATIVE
ACTIVITIES

SOCIAL INTERACTION ACTIVITIES

<29 3> Littlewood’'s framework (1981, p. 86)
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