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A Historical Study on the Study of the Korean Tone

Wang, Yongzhun

Department of Korean Language and Literature,
Pukyong National University

Abstract

The main purpose of this study was to explain and discuss the variation of
the Korean vocal system in detail through various prior studies.

In order to study the changes of the Korean tone, the research on the Korean
tone and regional dialects was collected firstly among the master’'s and
doctorate degree papers and academic journals found in the academic research
information service provided by the National Assembly Electronic Library and
the Korea Education and Research Information Services. The collected research
was reviewed several times based on the existing research related to the tones
of Korean was conducted to investigate the change process in the Korean
tones.

According to the analysis, the medieval language was an tonal language with
discriminative height, and the creator of "Hunminjeongeum”, who found out the
fact, tried to express the tone of the time on every syllable in everyday
writing. The discussion of tones can be divided into two directions. The first is
the taste and interpretation of the character described in[CJHunminjeongeum”,
and the another is the exploring the tonology as a phonological phenomenon in
medieval Korean language.

While the creator of “Hunminjeongeum” devised a very unique and creative
way of writing the tones, Bangjeom, he did not explain the creating principle
anywhere else. Modern researchers recently have discussed the principles and
origins of the creation of “Hunminjeongeum” consonants and vowels so far, but
have not paid much attention to the origins of Pyeongsung does not dot,
Geosung makes a dot on the left side of the letter and Sangseong makes two
dots on the left side of the letter. This is a task that needs to be addressed

_iv_



with interest.

The language of this morpheme changed from the 15th century to the 16th
century. The 15th century topological system, which had its own tones in each
morpheme, eventually changed only the location of the first Geosung in each
verse in the 16th century into a meaningful phonetic accent language.

From this point of view, most of the examples, which were exceptions to the
15th century dance rules, were believed to have had pause in front of the
morpheme in the previous period, so it is assumed that the intonation of the
grammatical morphemes was not important at some point before the 15th
century.

The view that the change tone in the end of a word could be assumed
between 1103 when "Gyerim yusa” was written and 1408 in "Joseon Gwan
yveokeuh” supports that the tone information of the ending or grammatical
formations was not important. Eventually, before the development of the
morpheme system seen in the 15th century, only the tone of the lexicon was an
important phonetic accent system. And as entering the 16th century, full-scale
pitch accents proceed.

Discussions on language in the past period should start with acknowledging
the uncertainty of the limits of research on literature materials. Such a view
does not imply the extinction of the tone in the literature language between
less than 70 years, either based on the tone changes in the Chinese, Japanese
and Southeast Asian languages, or the fact that the tone in the Kyungheung
dialects have remained unchanged for more than a thousand years. Therefore, it
1s necessary to find the cause of the changes in the marking of the tones
during the period elsewhere.

As we have seen so far, the study of intonation has been approached in
various aspects, including the nature of the focal point, the medieval Korean
language, the association with Chinese characters, and dialects. In this book, we
focused on the changes in the tone. On this point, I believe that failure to
express a clear view is the limitation of this study.

When it comes to the study of the Stars and Stripes, there are still many
tasks to be addressed, such as the origin of the emphasis and the recognition
of the founder of "Hunminjeongeum.” We would like to turn these issues into

future tasks and make a main focus.
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