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A study of "Thell, Akutagawa Ryunosuke
literary works

Soon—-Ok Son

Dept. of Japanese Language and Literature, Graduate school.
Pukyong National University

Abstract

All through his writing activity, Akutagawa described the Hell in
various aspects in his works and used a lot of metaphorical expressions
of it directly or indirectly. In the author's life the expression 'The Hell'
had an indispensable importance. The general concept of 'the Hell'
refers to a posthumous world where a sinner has no choice but to go
and which is said to the antonym of 'the Paradise.' But 'The Hell'
recreated by Akutagawa in his works is not the hell as the place for
the posthumous punishment. This world where we live is often related
to or described as the Hell. The sufferings of the life in this world are
so great that they are equal to the punishment in the Hell. The agony
in this world can be called as "The Hell on Earth.'

Akutagawa's works can be divided periodically into three parts: the
early period, the middle period, and the latter period. In Rashomon, one
of his early works, the space is broken down into parts in all directions
and the other world the Servant, the hero, finds after climbing up the
ladder of the Rashomon plays a core part as the space of the Hell,
which determines the direction of his future life.

Godokujigoku is the space for the posthumous punishment. But the

corporal punishment is not the one in the hell but the 'isolation' in this



world. Having to live lonely in this human world is not different from
being punished in the hell.

One of his middle period works, Jigokuhen is very important in that
It served as a coupling device In his way to his latter period, having
most relevancies to later works. In this work, the author shows
significant infernal elements that belong to different level from his
previous ones. Although the process of making of the folding screen of
Jigokuhen is described as a hell in the hero Yosihide's eccentricities,
the artist finally manages to overcome the hell and complete the best
work in the work for the first time.

Kappa and Haguruma deal with such complex problems as family,
soclety, and economy, mntermingling with each other. The setting up of
the hell in the family relations in these works is very significant.

Akutagawa's consistency in the hell as the writing material must
have influenced his own style. | hope my work would be helpfu! in the
development of the study of the authors.
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