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A study on Akutagawaryunosuke

-Focusing on "Gesakuzanmai” and ”Jigokuhen”-

Jin Hee Kim

Graduate School of Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

"Akutagawaryunosuke” who has played an important part in literature of
stated oeriod in Japanese modern literature wrote "Gesakuzanmai" and
"Jigokuhen". He tried to express his artistic attitude on those pieces and
also those pieces have a great meaning that they have been evaluated as
the main stream of Akutagawa's literature.

"Jigokuhen" the representative piece of the art-for—art- principle strongly
describes absoluteness about the art through artist yoshihidae.

This kind of image of a man rising above the real world has been
expressed with artistic madness by Akutagawa who continuously has been
recognized decadence at the end of the century and disillusion about life.
As "Gesakuzanmai'"is the piece with the artist as a main character used
"Takijawabakin" who was the representative prose writer at the end of
modern times in Japan. he reflectedhis self-reflection writing his life.

It has time organization as he dezelops the relationship with external
world in morning, describes internal problems in afternoon and attaina into

perfect state of spiritual concentration.



These two pieces use artists as a main character and showed clear
thought of Akutagawa saying that charming and tragic impression makes
artists like artists which is thought of arts priority.

However "Gesakuzanmai" is about happening stories of Bakin born with
thefate of an artist for a day in a process of self establishment. it
describes Bakin's image that he is into artistic inspiration by creative
rather then focusing on his literary view.

He is only into impression that can be felt in the moment of creative
activity rather than facing and solving artistic problem. the reason Bakin
escaped from creative pain and attained into perfect state of creative
concentration was not result he has been putting an effort but it was a
passive position.

Most of all 1 thing arts would be the only meaning for Akutagawa through
"Gesakuzanmai" and "Jigokuhen".

In addition I think continuous effort and sprit would be the meaning of

the art—for—art principle pursued by Akutagawa.
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