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Analysis of the Cultural Components of High School English
Textbooks and Students' Perceptions of Teaching Culture
Cha, Jin-Hwe

(rraduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to first find out how Korean high
school students in an EFL context realize the necessity of learning
English culture. Secondly, it is to do research how cultural contents in
Korean English textbooks are presented, how well the preference to the
forms of cultural contents in the texthbooks by students is reflected and
what type of culture learning methods they prefer.

The survey was conducted to the 356 first-year high school
students in five high schools in Busan, Korea by asking them to
answer a questionnaire designed to examine their attitudes on learning
English culture. They responded that they felt a strong necessity to
have to learn English culture in and out of classroom.

However, they considered the textbooks to lack of cultural
contents enough to play a major role as a method to teach English
culture to Korean students.

Therefore on developing the &th National Curriculum a drastic
change of putting various kinds of culture corners and contents to the
textbooks 1s expected to happen. Additionally, students’ response to the

questionnaire was that thev wanted to learn English culture through



listening and reading activities. Among ways of teaching culture in a
Korean classroom are singing along with American popular songs and
folk songs 1n olden davs, learning culture by reading comic books with
humors, learning English riddles, reading English newspapers or
magazines, using audio and visual facilities to know English culture,
being introduced to foreigners to learn their culture directly,
experiencing English culture by sending an c¢-mail or writing a letter,
exposing yourself to the natural circumstances of speaking English
while watching English movies.

This research was not able to deal with all 12 high school English
textbooks currently used in high schools around the country, and did
not intend to get teachers to participate in the survey to find out their
opinions on teaching culture and helping students to learn English
culture in a better way. However, I hope many researches will be done

on the same kind of topic with teachers as important participants.
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