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A Study on the Concept of Nationalism Represented in
the Social Studies Text Books of the High School
and It's Educational Effects

Sung-Do Kim

Graduate Schoo! of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

Since modern times, schocling as a kind of common education has been c¢losely connected
with both Korea and its society, including each individual ‘s development. Social studies in
particular in Korea have had more of a tendency toward this, because of its characteristic
that is closely related to social phenomenon in general. Recently it has faced a serious
problem., It is becoming more difficult to understand the conception and trait of our
Nationalism, because schooling has one tradition that is that the education of national
spirit has been regarded as in the field of Korean history, and our civie education based
on democracy itself. as that of social studies since Independence from Japan in 1045,

Nationalism is one theory that has appeared since industrialization and the beginning of
the modern country. It has one historic aspect that it is not a super-historical idea and
that it may disappear some day in the future according to the globalization, It seems that
Korea has a strong need to enhance naticnality due to her special qualities from the
historical point of wview, However, Nationalism in Korea is thought to have a strong
consciousness of in groups, considering not only reality but also the national sentiment,

Moreover, I think that we can find & tendency for great emphasis on this fact described in



the present texthooks of high school education in Korea made up of common education.

In fact, as for the role of social studies education, it is to emphasize the interaction
with another person including the human dignity and self-realization, and make students
experience an opportunity to care about others. Needless to say, the establishment of a
cultural identity and the recovery of community spirit through understanding cultural
heritage will have to be emphasized as well, Therefore, we should not force naticnality
itgself on the students and maKe them accept it uncritically, from the standpoint of social
studies at least, and try to suggest a new direction in the education of this subject.

In this research, first of all I will study some scholars' theories on Nationalism, and
clarify special qualities of Nationalism in Korea.

Secondly, I intend to understand the different conceptions of subjects about nationalism
by analyzing several social studies textbooks, and analyze a few differences between its
theoretical conception and the one in reality found in the previocus analysis on the
textbooks, From this point of view, I wish to examine a strong question, "When it comes to
Nationalism shown in the textbooks of social studies, does it contain an appropriate
universality for what is suitable in this globalization age? Otherwise, does it have any
defensive or self-centered factor?”, and find a new direction in the nationalism education

by using all these findings.
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