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A Study on TAMA in 'Kojiki’

Jung-Hee Park

Department of Japanese & Literature, Graduate School

Pukyong National University

Abstaract

This paper, focusing on the fact that the first volume of 'Kojiki’' uses
a number of different characters(#. &, F ¥ M, 3%) to describe TAMA,
analyzes the intention of the author by looking at the nature and meaning
of each myth.

Myths in 'Kojiki’ seek to ultimately emphasize that the Emperor is a
descendant of the God of the Heavens, Amaterasuohomikami, and that His
power and authority come from the Heavens. Against this backdrop, TAMA
appears in various parts of the Heavens-related myths, described in
different characters in accordance with its functions, playing a critical
role in the stories as a channel to and from the God.

In the myth Kuniumi, a letter 'NU(#E)’ is used in Amenonuboko. 'NU’ is
used to describe the state of the ancient times. Because the energy of the
God of the Heaven was deemed to translate into the magical powers of TAMA,
the Heavens were regarded to have ruled the Earth from the very beginning.

For TAMA written as "pearl(®k)’, the TAMA for Izanaki’'s necKlace and the
TAMA in Misumaruno-Tama(¥k) are used as pronouns for general descriptions
of TAMA. On the other hand, Siomichino-Tama and Siohino-Tama also use ’ B
(TAMA)' because they refer to pearls {(Siratama, [HE).

The Izanaki's necklace had been worn since the descend from the

Heavens(Takamanohara) to the Earth. This TAMA becomes the God of the rice
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seed and thus symbolizes grain and crops.

TAMA also means 'gem(XE)". This jewel meaning TAMA can be found in
expressions like 'TAMA(E) of the String’, named for its use in sorcery
of shaking the beads of the necklace, performed to infuse a spirit of
grain into Amaterasuohomikami. This TAMA can be spotted in the phrase
TAMA(E) of Misumaru in the myth Amenoiwayato for its use in the
performance of Tamahuri, a religious activity or sorcery conducted in
order to lift Amaterasuohomikami as a master of the Heavens and a symbol
of the Sun. Futhermore, this type of TAMA is also used in the sorcery
of invoking the spirit of the deceased — calling back the spirit of the
Goddess.

In addition, TAMA written as 3%’ in YasaKano-Magatama(ZJB8) is deemed to
have been used to distinguish itself from the TAMA meaning gem(E) in
Misumaruno-Tama or from the TAMA meaning pearl(®) in Misumaruno-Tama,

TAMA appearing in the myth Ukehi, for its part, has a magical power of
Magatama(ZJ#¥) that deters the invasion of bad spirits. This TAMA is also a
symbol of birth and fruition, because it gives sons to Amaterasuchomikami.

Mitama(spirit of the Empress) in 'Kojiki' refers only to the spirit of
Amaterasuchomikami, YasaKano-Magatama could not be specifically symbolized
as her 'Mitama(##f)’, but only be as one of the three holy instruments
with a power to reign the Earth of Hononinigi, one of the God's
descendants, along with the Gods of Mirror and Sword. YasaKano-Magatama
also symbolizes production of food,

TAMA meaning ‘precious jewel(B®)', used to describe Hoorinomikoto' s
necklace in the myth Umisachi-Yamasachi refers to jewelry that symbolizes
the status of King, used to indicate the identity as a son of the God of
the Heavens. TAMA 'BR" is precious jewelry that leads to a marriage with

Toyotamahime, and to the defeat of Siomichino-Tama and Sichino-Tama that
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have magical powers to reign waters, therehy securing the reigns on the
Land and Sea.

Regarding TAMA used in the names of Gods, there is no strict distinction
between the TAMA meaning jewel, "X’ and the TAMA meaning spirit, '#'—
Gods that are living and working are usually named with jewel TAMA, while
those that appear in myths in names only or stopped working are named with
spirit TAMA,

'Nihonshoki' writes TAMA as ‘NI{red jewel, W)’ or ‘TAMA(jewel, E)’.
However, except for Yasaka-Nino—Magatama{ AEBEOHE), the NI is
consistently used for various TAMA that mean 'NU', 'NI', and 'TAMA'.
"Nihonshoki’ does not show other characters used for TAMA in various myths
in "Kojiki’.

The aforementioned differences in the expression of TAMA in
‘Nihonshoki’, and ‘Kojiki’ can be attributed to the nature of the two
texts. The former was compiled by many authors and uses Chinese literary
style, in which case the authors tended to standardize/coordinate
expression and did not strictly distinguish meanings of the different
charactergs. The latter, on the other hand, used a wide variety of
characters due to the author's commitment to conveying the deep
implications of each myth, helping readers to better understand the
stories, as well as to expressing themes of the myths more effectively and

appropriately.
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