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A Study on the Positive Spirits of Sakaguchi Ango’s Works

-Focus on Under the Cherry Trees in Full Blossom-

Noh Young Sook

Graduate School
Pukyong National University

Abstract

In this study, Under the Cherry Zrees in /Full ZFlossorr was critically
examined to better understand Sakaguchi Ango as a writer with positive
spirits. Under the Cherry Zrees in Full Blossom, a work of Sakaguchi Ango
(1906-1955), was published in the first issue of a magazine called Zody in
1947 when the author was forty-one. At the time of its publication, the work
failed to achieve reputation equal to that of Zhe Idiot or Zheory of Corruption.
Yet it gained the status of Sakaguchi Ango’s best work after the author’s
death. Written in the latter part of the author’'s writing career, Under the
Cherry Zrees in /Full KBlossosn is said to be a narrative work that best
represents Sakaguchi Ango’s literary perspective the author repeatedly
expressed in a variety of essays and novels.

The work in question shows through the narrative of a bandit how the true
nature of humanity as absolutely solitary existence can be perceived. It is,
however, often regarded as a work that the reader cannot easily approach and
understand because it contains plenty of symbolism and develops the story
without offering explicit cause-effect sequences. The symbolism and the
difficult-to-follow storyline render the work hard to analyze, yet the author’s

outstanding critique provides ground for understanding and appreciation.



Witnessing the Big 7Tokyo Earthquake, the Great Depression, and other
social upheavals and wars, Sakaguchi Ango came to realize that no order lasts
for ever whereas the body unyieldingly survives post-war confusions. The
discovery of the body was a theme well expressed in Sakaguchi Ango’s Zhe
Idiot, 7heory of Corruption, 7he Cloak and ZKZlue Skies, and other post-war
works. It has opened the door to the new world of literature where humanity
is examined through the discovery of the body destined to survive in the ruins
and seek the truth not in ideologies or contemporary values but in the rubbles.
Humans are not an existence that can be changed by certain value systems,
but absolutely solitary beings susceptible to corruption because of their
timidness. In his literary critique titled Zhe Ziterary Hometown, Sakaguchi
Ango dubbed the nature of absolutely solitary humanity as the hometown for
humanity. By this Sakaguchi Ango meant that such inherent solitariness leaves
humans always wandering in the wilderness with no chance of redemption,
and that lack of redemption itself constitutes redemption just as being without
morals is a moral. The author's unbending spirit that no redemption is
redemption in the midst of solitariness is believed to have arisen out of his
own experience.

In a nutshell, Under the Cherry Z7rees in /Full Flossom crystalizes a
spiritual world in which the human nature is thoroughly examined through the
microscope of the author's experience. Not unlike the author’'s most other
works whose basic motif involves conflicts between body and spirit, the work
in focus starts out with a contrast between man and woman or between
mountains and cities. This contrast escalates into a conflict, and ultimately
women appear to men as evil spirits. The very essence of Under the Cherry
Zrees in Full Blossorm lies in the unity that such a sexual antithesis comes to
create after the death of women, that is, evil spirits, because this unity makes
all confusions disappear and helps to start off a new life that positively

accepts the reality.
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