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Understanding of the realities of life in Yujeong Kim’'s

novels and teaching literature

Su-gok Park

Graduate School of Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

Human beings live in real society, and actual lives become subjects of
novels. Yujeong Kim was a novelist who published works in 1930’s. He
was seriously aware of the national tragedy and poverty that caused by
colonialization of his fatherland. He was estimated as an unique writer
who sought after his own writing.

The objects of this study are what are the understanding patterns of
the realities in Yujeong Kim’'s novels and what are the writer’s
confrontation to a situation - the rural community of 1930's is
impoverished by a capitalistic economic policy. Acts characters in his
novels are understandable as results of desires. Aspects of
understanding realities in Yujeong Kim's novels are derived from
structural contradictions in colonial society. The writer described falling
downs of rural communities that were caused by plundering under the
rule of Japanese imperialism.

Therefore, the poverty dealt with in Yujeong Kim’s novels is brought
to the fore through dissolutions of families. A motif shown in the
process of family dissolutions in his novels is prostitution. Imperial
officials drove women to prostitution by plundering rural families.

Aspects of prostitution suggest clearly why farmers under the rule of



colonial policy go crash and wonder about.

Figuring techniques used in Yujeong Kim’s novels are establishments
of foolish characters and ironical usage of language. Foolish characters
in his novels tell readers things confronted with them as jokes. If a
farmer tell readers leisurely, his rural life could be empty. Coping with
this emptiness, a character tell readers ironically. The ironical usage of
language is a defense mechanism that can respond to an irrational
actuality.

Literature is reflected in phase of the times, and a literary pursuit of
a writer is regarded as a spiritual work being ahead of the times.
Yujeong Kim is estimated as a writer who persistently deal with the
realities of life under the rule of imperialism in his novels. Thereupon,
present readers are able to understand the actual life of the colonial
period of 1930's, and can reflect their own lives in comparison with the

lives of the characters in his novels.

* key words : poverty, desires, prostitution, foolish character,

ironical usage of language
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