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Study on Post-colonial Feminism of Na Hye-Seok

— Focusing on 'Kyong-hee; —
IL.ee Mi-Hwa

Department of Korean Language and Literature

Graduate School, Pukyong National University

Abstract

Post-colonial  feminism was formed by the influence of
post—colonialism. Post-colonialism searches the inheritance from
modern history of suppression in the colonial period, that is to say,
the residual influence from the colonial period that remains and exerts
its destructive power in more complicated and tricky forms even after
the independence, identifies the true characters of the influence and
sets up against those influences.

Post-colonial feminism on the basis of those perspective of
post-colonialism deals with women's problem that has been
recognized as others in the adrocentric society, that is to say, the
problems of the women who are not western women. That is to say,
post—colonialism and feminism have the common target to recover

"the others” who have been marginalized in repressive adrocentric
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society. These ideologies have common points as accommodating the
post-structuralism and denying and overthrowing hierarchy and
binary opposition of the gender/race system and
patriarchy/colonialism. In other words, post-colonial feminism includes
the gender issue that was marginalized in post—colonialism because it
1s impossible to explain the dual colonization that the women in the
third world suffers from if the gender issue is not considered.

Na Hye-Seok in this study is understood as the existence who has
duality as "Women’ and ’‘colonized personnel’ at the same time in the
perspective of post-colonial feminism. Because Na Hey-Seok was one
of the leaders in the 1919 independence movement with Kim
Hwal-Ran and Park In-Deok and prisoned for five months with the
reason that she attended in the secret meeting and planned the
independence movement. In this sense, she was the colonized
personnel. When considering her life, she could not be free from the
women's fate under the patriarchy.

"Kyong-hee, (1918) is the best masterpiece among six short
stories. It describes that the self consciousness and establishment of
subjectivity as the human being is more important than the marriage
that a father forces and the traditional life as a woman and the
education is the most important thing for this. Na persuades the
necessity of the education for women as explaining that the modern
education can help the performance of the traditional roles of women.

However, even the woman whom Kyong-hee sets as ideal modern

women in ' Kyong-hee; cannot deviate from the wise mother and



good wife that the colonialized country suggests and is based on the
division of sex role that men from the colonializing country and
colonized country build up.

Therefore, it 1s required to study in the aspect of the criticism of
post-colonial feminism that is the theory to review history or
literatures of the past colonial period.

This study focused on the short story "Kyong-hee, for the
research on post-colonial feminism of Na Hye-Seok and aims to
identify the meaning and limit of post-colomal feminism of Na
Hye-Seok.

Therefore, as examining the life of Na Hye-Seok, this study
reviews the life of Na as the resistant post-colonial feminist and the
nationalist who confronted to the imperialism of Japan and focuses on
the life of Na who insists and practices the feminie writing in the
aspect that post-colonial feminism Insists that women have to find
their own voices and languages.

In addition, this study examines that 'Kyong-hee, resisted the
suppression of traditional patriarchy among suppressions on the
modern women but coped with the suppression of the imperalism of
Japan on the women in the aspect of a wise mother and good wife
theory of colonial period.

Korea that passed through the modernization under the
colonialization of Japan requires the post-colonial perspective as
reflecting the modernity. Therefore, it is meaningful to interpret the

women's history during the colonial period again in the aspect of
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post—colonial feminism. In addition, when these kinds of activities are
continuously repeated, the women’s literature in Korea will be

developed.
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