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A study on Teaching of Honorific Expression

in Krean Language

Jung Yeong Sik

Grraduate School of Education
PuKyong National University

Abstract

I point out that honorific expression is very developed in Korean Language. But
nowadays the change of social structure and people’'s way of thinking the system of
it is highly changed, and especially if we observe adolescents’ conversation, we can
know that they don't use honorific word well or are poor at expressing it.

So the purpose of this study is to raise the necessity of the education on
honorific expression and look for the correct teaching contents and methods,

In the first step of this study I classified and analyzed the question paper of
250 male and female middle achool students who lived in busan, gumjung-gu. The
purpose of this research is to inquire the actual state of students’ honorific
expression and teaching on it at home, school, and society.

After I analyzed the collected data, I was very dissatisfied with the actual state
of students’ honorific expression and found out many misuse cases which need
correction teaching as we consider an educational side of view, nevertheless it was
found that home, school, and society all are indifferent to teaching of adolescents’
language and decorum.

In the second step I studied how much teaching on bonorific expression in school
help in language life of the students after I analyzed teaching contents on it which
are showed in Korean curriculum and textbook and teaching methods, As a result of
it, even in school that should teach the hoporific expression systematically
teaching contents were composed not of the actual state of students’ language use



but of the fragmentary knowledge which they were used to speaking. Besides they were
presented disorderly in the state that the step among years is not considered, As
the teachingy methods of the teachers also explain grammatical Knowledge
unilaterally, we found that they don’t help the students to use the right honorific
expression,

Therefore I insist that teaching contents and methods be certainly corrected, On
this, I presents the desirable directions as follow :

First, necessity about the use of honorific expression, acknowledge about the
object of it and principal of it as well as grammatical elements about it are to be
included in the teaching contents on it., According to this research, most students
have few consciousness on use of it. I can say this is a fundamental cause which
they don't use it correctly, And as a result of analyzing the misuse patterns of the
honorific expressiom, I am sure that students are using it incorrectly because they
don't Know the object and principal of it. Therefore these parts are surely to be
included in the contents for teaching.

Secondly, the teaching of the honorific expression should be changed into the
teaching method based not on the one-sided explanation of the teachers but on the
gtudents’ own data collection and analysis, their own discovery of the rules, and
their own application in life.

Besides when home and society teach students with on special interest about
language life of them and adults themselves try to make exemplary language
surroundings, I am sure that teaching of honorific expression can produce better

regults.
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