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The Influences on Korean Sports of
Acconpl i shnents of Westl er
Yang Jung- no

Park, Sang Kyu

G aduate School of Education
Pukyoung National University

Abstract

This study is on the acconplishnents of the first Korean Qynpic Gl d nedalist,
Yang Jung-no and the influences on Korean sports to hel p understand the history of
westling and to hel p devel op Korean westling.

This study describes firstly the outline of the world westling and the history of
Korean westling devel opnent, secondly his growing and the results of his westling
ganes and thirdly the neaning of his acconplishnents both in Korean westling
history and in the nation as a theoretical background through references and
hi storical nethods.

First, his acconplishnents gave Korean peopl e hope and courage. Like Son, Ki Jjong
vwho won the narathon in 11th Berlin Qynpics in 1936 w th the Japanese national flag
brought pleasing news to the Korean people in a deep grief and sorrow from being
deprived of the country by Japan, he al so gave hope and courage to all the Korean
peopl e suffering fromthe political turmoil and fast economc devel opnent during
1970s.

It can be said the endurance and the strong will played a great role in the
devel opnent of Korea. The value of the nental dedication of it is priceless.

Second, he made a great diplonatic acconplishnent. It cost much tine and effort for
the diplomats to make our country better known and nore influential in the
international society. However, Yang, Jung M nade it possible by winning the gold
nmedal in the Qynpics, the biggest world sports event.

The international position of Korea in the past was very poor. Hs wnning the



gold nedal proved to be a good opportunity to make its position in the
international world nuch nore powerful than the past one known as an undevel oped and
disputing area. The proud position of present Korea as a nenber of CEOD and one of
the major countries in the world trade has been established on the basis of his
acconpl i shrent s.

Third, the acconplishments nade a firmbasis for sports devel opnent of Korea. It
becane the opportunity to nmake far nore devel opnent in sports, which showed that
Korean sports began to rise to the world | evel . Korea nowadays keeps good records in
5 straight Qynpics entering top ten by the 27th Sydney Qynpics since the 21st
Montreal Qynpics in 1976 except Mbscow Q ynpi cs whi ch Korea boycotted.

Ad also at present as a leading sports country which has had 3 1QC nenbers
including Kim VWon-Yong, Lee Qin-Hee and Park Yong-Sung, Korea is getting its
position nore firniy establ i shed.

Wthout this firmy established position as a leading country of sports, it may
have been inpossible to host such a large nunber of international ganes including
Seoul Qynpics in 1988 and Busan Asian Ganes in 2002.

Fourth, he showed bright hope and obvious possibility to younger athletes.

Wen we conpare the nunber of Qynpic nedals that Korea has won between in
westling and in all the other field we can find that the results since 1976
Montreal Qynpic Ganes are quite outstanding.

Hs winning of the Qynpic gold nedal nade it possible for younger westlers as
vell as in al the other athl etes enter the world w de stage.

Based on those results, there has been a high rise in sports popul ation since then
and the executives and athletes in conmttees cane to nake effort to inprove sports
skills through nore systematic and better organized nethods. Therefore younger
athl etes can be training in better circunstances now.
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