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A Study on Unfolding Direction in Islands' T ourism

be Friendly Social Relations

Kim, Young-Jun

D epartment d the Fisheries Business A dministration, Graduate School,
Pukyong National University, Busan, K orea

Abstract

This Paper is focused on how to expand islands' tourism industry by
attracting more tourists to islands through the diversification of sightseeing
activities. The result of this study shows that to let tourists themselves
experience the life of islands' residents is one of the effective way to realize
the purpose of islands' tourism expansion.

Nowadays, the socioeconomic condition in Korea's islands is changing
fundamentally. Many fishermen, especially those youngers, chose to move
out of the island to the urban area or find job opportunities other than
fisheries. Most notably, the islands' resident tends to switch from fisheries
and agricultural activities to aquacultural and tourism businesses.

Due to this reason, a lot of researches has been made on how to improve
islands' infrastructure in order to attract more tourists to islands'
sightseeing activities. Few, if not none, researchers have paid their attention
on enriching the type of tourism activities for promoting the development of
the islands' tourism industry. This study believes that the diversification of
tourists' activities in islands is, at least, as important as the improvement in
islands' infrastructure for the expansion of islands' tourism industry in
Korea.

This study is organized into five chapters. It begins by describing the
purpose and methodology of the study. Next, a theoretical background of the
island tourism is introduced. Following on from this, the activities which are



likely to attract tourists' interest in the island sightseeing are analyzed. On
this basis, recommendations on how to expand the tourism industry in
Korea is presented in Chapter IV. Finally, the study ended with conclusions
of this research.

Settlement conditions in Korea's islands are becoming more unattractive in
comparison with that of urban areas. This is caused by the combination of
factors such as the poor performance of islands' fisheries and reduction in
the SOC investment. As a result, a trend of moving-out of and an aged
population in islands has become one of the serious social problems in Korea
which, in turn, negatively influences the implementation of the country's
balanced development strategy.

The industrialization and urbanization in Korea has led to some radical
changes, In this process, certain provinces have left behind others due to
locally - specific community structure, failure of timely policy adjustment, or
lack of necessary financial support from the central government.

Islands in Korea play an important role in the country's environmental
preservation and development of the local tourism. Recently, the role of
islands' residents increases substantially in the country's environmental
preservation and development of the local tourism. The active participation
of residents in islands and fishery villages becomes a crucial factor if the
strategy is to emphasize the diversification of tourism activities, including
offering the chance for tourists themselves to experience the traditional life
of islands' residents, for the development of islands' tourism.

For better understanding this, a definition of the island and the typical
lifestyle of islands' residents are presented, with an examination on
alternatives which could increase the income of islands' residents, including
the provision of opportunities for tourists themselves to experience islands’
lifestyle.

Next, the concept and developmental direction of the tourism of being an
native resident in an island are investigated by drawing lessons from Japan
which is a fisheries-advanced nation. Following on from this, a detailed
analysis is conducted on what kind of strategies, which are suitable for local

conditions, could be adopted by islands in Korea.
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