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A Study on the Hearer Honorification Education
- With special reference to the Plain Speech -

Hyun-Tae Sim

Graduate School of Education
Pukvong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is first to clarify the function of plain speech used chiefly
in hearer honorification, second to study the education methods of hearer honorification
and the practice problem of student in textbook. The following is an outline of this
paper.

In chapter I, the paper analyzed the system of hearer honorification and the pratice
problem of student in textbook of Korean grammar on 5~7ih curriculum. As a result of
analysis, the problem in common is that plain speech is restricted within "low’ in
system of hearer honorification.(The lower covers two levels(low and lowest) in
grammar textbook.)

In chapter WM, looking into basic character, definition and grade, it was found that
plain speech has two functions as ’low’ and ’[-high, -low]’. Therefore the position of

plain speech in the hearer honorification system is as follows.

Formal style Informal style division Formal | Informal
grade style style
; inai hasipsio
hlg‘hest hasipsio higher hae-yo high N ;0 hae-yo
high hao
hae
low hage ower hae | hage (plain
lowest | haera (plain speech) o haera | speech)

That is to say, plain speech functions as ‘low’ in case that the speaker is higher
than hearer. On the contrary, plain speech functions as ‘[-high, -low]’ in case that the



speaker is lower than hearer or equal.

On the basis of this dicussion, this paper studied the teaching methods of hearer
honorification and made out the practice problem of student in chapter V. The
followings are the teaching methods of hearer honorification on syntax. First, the
instruction of links syntax with pragmatics, second, instructon of the [-high, -low]
function in plain speech, third, the instruction of usage mixed with formal style and
informal style and the last, the instruction using appropriate example. The followings
are the teaching methods of hearer honorification on pragmatics. First, the instruction
based on syntax, second, the systemic instruction of expression factor of hearer
honcrification, third, the instruction in case that honorification intention is different from
honorification_expression, fourth, the instruction of function as ‘low’ and ‘[-high, -low]’
in plain speech applied to pratical situation and the last, the instruction using
appropriate example.

On syntax and pragmatics, main teaching points about hearer honorification are as

follows.
part content of learn main point
honerification
system of exactly sentence intention
syntax o =
hearer honorification by system honorification
expression
appropriate ulterance honorification
hearer honorification in situation intention
pragmatics expression — consideration on =or %
on situation unsuitable utterance henorification
in system expression

Totally, the paper made out the teaching - learning guidelines.

It is difficult to explain the hearer honorification to the students by only grammar
system. Therefore it is necessary to teach the detailed expression on the foundation of
the system. Because the hearer honorification is related with complex social facts.
Futhermore, the language, itself is the product of social relation and the mirror of
contemporary social phenomena.

Owing to the spread of equality consciousness, Plain speech was frequently used as
'low’ and ‘[-high, -low]". In conclusion, applying that, grammar education in school
must be enforced.
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