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The Classification of Japanese Verbs

from The Viewpoints of Aspect

(based on the meaning of site-iru)

Song, Kyung-A

Graduate School d Education

P ukyong National University

Abst ract

This study is to classify Japanese verbs by how their |exical meaning
contributes to aspect; consisting of perfective aspect and continuative aspect .
Mbst studies so far have classified Japanese verbs by their inherent neanings.
However , Japanese verbs have nore than one neaning. The aspectual neaning of
Japanese verbs al so have a | arge nunber of neanings depending upon context .

Based on the Ckuda's Japanese verb classification, which is classified by
 exical neaning, this study investigated the changes of aspectual mneaning when
Japanese verbs are derived from site-iru and then classified them in detail .
The results were as follows: (1) Wen object of hatarakikakeru is within the
subject's body or an abstract thing such as an interest or attention, aspectual
neaning inplies not activity but acconplishment; (2) Wen an activity-subject
and activity-object verb inplies achieverent, they are classified as an
activity-subject and change-object verb; (3) Wen an activity-subject verb
inplies process-activity, the subject has been limted to being aninate. This
study discovered that an activity-subject verb inplies process-activity not

only when the subject is animate but al so when the subject is inaninate.
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