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The Study on the Labor Market Performance of the
Graduates in Vocational Training Programs for Female

Household Heads : A Case Study of the Busan Dongnae

Women Resources Development Center

Jung-Eun Son
Major In Labor Relations Department of Economics, Graduate

Pukyong National University

—~Abstract—

This paper shoWs the outcomes of a survey on the experience and
performance of Korean female household heads in the Korean labor
market, and suggests policy directions as well as policy measures to be
improved for female household heads.

The survey is based on telephone interviews with 627 graduates of vocational
training programs for female houschold heads in Dusan Dongnae Women
Resources Development Center on their experiences in the labor market. This
survey as well as previous literature enable us to conclude as follows,

First, the vocational training programs for female household heads in Korea

display high effectiveness in terms of their social adaptation through economic

independence and reemployment. As the number of female household heads in
Korea has increased, these programs should be consistently provided for them.
Besides  the aspect of employment and skill obtainment, another kind of
effectiveness of these vocational programs is to encourage female household
heads’ confidence and networking.

Second, in order to select training agencics and courses, there the

following aspects to be considered: ‘Ts this occupation emplovable?’,



‘Does the course include the content of group counselling for the social
adaplation of trainees’, ‘Is this course professional enough? Or, is there
any next level course for this basic course?’, ‘Can this agency support
trainces”  employment and opening their  businesses  after  their
graduation?’ ‘Does this agency have the facilities or conditions friendly
for female household heads?’. Moreover, the training agency should offer
not only information on employment and professions, but also emotional
service for female household heads, such as human relations training
and  self-esteem courses, which would enhance the formation of
networks and further gatherings of the trainecs.

Third, the role of the government is to actively carry out such public
welfare projects for women household heads as the Public Work
Program and the Social Gob Creation Program, and to expand social
security net for them. This is because female houschold heads are likely
to  have limited access to various employment information and
welfare-related policies duc to their long-hour work and lack of cultural
activities, and thus to become peripheral workers in the labor market.

Especially, female household heads highly request systematic support in
“child rearing and ecducation” and “employment”, which the government

should prepare some policy measures for.
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