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Abstract

Self-motivated Learning on Historical Figures

for extension of historical thinking

Park Young Tae

Major in History Education
Graduate School of Education
Pugyeong National University

Busan, Korea

Supervised by Professor Rhee Keun Woo

The history education has been tedious and dull because it has been
practiced only by a teacher in class, who just delivered the fragmentary
knowledge by depending on the lecture and cramming method.
Accordingly, students recognized history as a boring subject for which
just memorizing is needed, and that made student lose the interest in
history, which is harmful to historical thinking.

Under this situation, there is the current trend of Korean history
education to develop the extension of the historical thinking. So the
method of teaching-learning and its application for extending the

historical thinking is being actively searched.
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In this study, I tried to find a method of extending the historical
thinking by doing the self-motivated activities about the historical
figure in the historical education by the second grade students of
Seonhwa girls’ middle school

For the selection of the figure for the study, I analyze the persons
who are on the text that i1s the most important material provided for
the teaching and the study.

As the result of it, the text of Korean history text for middle school
is composed mainly of political events by topics. Compared with the
sixth text, we can find the parts of society, ecconomy and culture were
excluded.

Second, the Goryeo Dynasty period occupied more than half of the
whole text, and it shows that the students couldn’t study all things
because the text doesnt have balanced portion for each period.

For the teaching-learning model, I think that the study on figures
will be effective in studying the history composed mainly of political
events, and I select several figures who are of strong independent
senses, of having lots of contributions (o overseas activities, the
persons in rival relationship, and of innovation senses. And then I
utilize imaginary drawing, historical newspaper producing, historical
person evaluation and radio program producing in order to make the
student have iInterest in the history and increase their historical
thinking. From these activittes, the students studied the historical figure
and they made reports about the historical figure. After analyzing their

reports, I found that it was efficient method of extending the historical
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thinking.

Furthermore, I compare the degree interest and the study
accomplishment of the class of research with those of others in order
to find the degree that the self-motivated study influences to the
historical thinking. As the result of it, the interest of the research class
was higher in all parts than that of the comparison class. In the
examination of study accomplishment, the average of the research class
was also higher than that of the comparison class and the score of the
finals of the second term in which the class of self-leading is
completed is higher than that of the midterm examination of the second
term in which the class of self-leading is on its initial stage. Especially
by analyzing the questions of mid-terms and finals related to the
historical thinking, it showed that the rate of correct answer in the
research class was higher than that in the comparison class.
Therefore, it was verified that doing self-motivated activities about the

historical figures has an effect on increase of the historical thinking.
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