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A Study on Sadaebu’s Consciousness and View toward Foreign

Countries of Hong Scon—hak through <Yeon—haeng-ga>

Kong Hye-Jung

Major in Classic Literature
Department of Korean Language and Literature
Graduate School Pukyong National University

Abstract

In old times, Korea used to have a dual diplomatic policy in relations
with foreign countries: submitting relations with a strong country and equal
relations with neighboring countries. In line with this diplomatic relations,
Korea sent envoys, called 'Jo—cheon-sa’, to the Ming Dynasty. During the
Qing Dynasty, the name was changed to 'Yeon-haeng-sa’. These
ambassadors were sent to China or Japan under the direction of the
government; after they came back to Korea, they wrote reports on their
diplomatic mission to submit them to the government or wrote their
experience or feelings in a form of literary work for other people.

The Chinese records of these travel journals in a literary form were
called "Yeon-haeng-rok.” The tradition of ’'Yeon-haeng-rok’ was kept on
from the "No-ga-jae-yeon-haeng-il-kis by Kim Chang-up, the
“Dam-hyun-yeon-kis by Hong Dae-yong, the FYip-yeon-kis by Lee
Duk-moo, the "Yeol-ha-il-kis by Park Ji-won, the "Nan-yang-roks; and
the “Yeon-dae-jae-yu-roks by Yu Duk-gong, the "Yeon-haeng-ki; by Seo
Ho-soo, and "Yeon-won-jik-ji; by Kim Kyung-seon. A travel journey

written in the form of lyrics of song is called "Yeon-haeng-ga-sa’. Among
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the "Yeon—haeng-ga-sa’, which is known to the present time, there are the
<Yeon-haeng-byul-gok>>, the <Seo-jung-byul-gok>, the <Seo—haeng-rok>,
the <Yun-haeng-ga>, and the <Buk-haeg-ga>. These "Yeon—haeng-rok’
or travel lyrics who were used as excellent guidebooks for people who
travel.

In 1866, Hong was sent to Qing as both a temporary envoy and an
official, and he came back to Korea and wrote the <Yeon—haeng—ga> in
the form of 1yfics, telling his experience and feelings during his long
journey.

This paper will examine Sadaebu’s Consciousness and View toward Foreign
Countries of Hong through <Yeon-haeng-ga>.

First, under the title of "Self-awareness and inner expression as a
nobleman”, this paper will look at Sadaebu’s Consciousness of Hong. As an
envoy and a literary man, he was a very proud man. At first, he was a
little puzzled by a reception and a 'ki-saeng’ given to envoys, but he was
assimilated into the culture. From the first half of his writing, we can tell
his pride as a special envoy to the strong country, China. His theses
regarding filial respect toward parents, concern of wife remind readers of
filial spirit of a Confucian scholar, Juja's philosophy.

Next, let’s look at the writer’s view of history and View toward Foreign
Countries. Hong expressed his loyalty to his country as he reflected on the
history of relics during his journey. His diplomatic view was in line with
this historic awareness. In the latter half of the 19th century, it was a
modernized time, but he was still immersed in the diplomatic view of
worshipping the Ming Dynasty and rejecting the Qing Dynasty, described
in his <Yeon-haeng-ga>. His View toward Foreign Countries coincided with
that of the noblemen or the populace at that time, except some radical
politicians. In relation with this view, he had extremely negative view

toward the West. Even if political situations were changing rapidly
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everyday, duc to the deep-seated Sino-centrism, people’s perception of the
Qing or the West as barbarian countries did not change much.

Perception of worshipping the Ming Dynasty and rejecting the Qing
described in the <Yeon-haeng-ga> was shared by most people at that
time, and it was a general perception. Around the latter half of the 19th
century, this perception changed a lot, but it was limited to some noblemen
in political or ideological circles. Outside the political arena, this view was
still prevalent among the envoys and the general public. Hong also still
kept this idea and even expressed it in his journey, <Yeon-haeng-ga>.

<Yeon~haeng-ga> is a literary work at the meeting point of the two
traditions of ‘Yeon-haeng-rok’ and writing lyrics, coupled with the
tradition of Hong family at Namyang area. But, according to the contents,
it uses the motifs of Pre-Yeon-heang-record. The common expressions
used in the precious travel lyrics can be considered as plagiarism. This
trend is typical lyrical literature of the Chosen Dynasty.

In conclusion, <Yeon-haen-ga> includes the general ideas of the noble
class and the general public ideologically, whereas it borrows motifs of the
previous ‘Yeon-haeng-rok’ in terms of the contents, by literally citing
common expressions used in travel lyrics. This shows the last stage of

customary lyrical literature of the Chosen Dynasty.
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