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Symbol of Space and Psychological Characteristics
appeared in the Novels written by Jeong-hee Oh

Young-m Jo

Department of Korean Language and Literature Graduate School.

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The remarkable characteristics of the novels written in 1970-1980
in the Korean history of the modern novel is in the main current of
the phenomenon of the estrangement of human being by the
acceleration of industrialization and urbamzation, which started in
1960s, and the novels (o experience the cruel political life by the
enthusiasm of democracy in 1980s. The extreme materialism and
individualism brought the severance of communication in the family
and the devastation of humanity, and such social pathological
phenomena endowed the imagination to the writer, and the novels on
the awareness of proseccution from the immense social, political and
cconomical  discussion  and  furthermore on  the theme of death
appearcd en masse.

On the back side of the literary atmosphere in 1970 1980, when the
sanguine temperamental tune to stimulate the resolution on the action
and the awareness of practice was the main current, was Jeong hee
Oh, who traced delicately the inner side of the space with the certain
circumference even 1f i1t 1s narrower than the contradiction to the

cruel world outside.
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Reflecting susceptibly to the inside of the human psychology and
pursuing the reason for the self existence (that is, working earnestly
on the pursuit of the self identity), Jecng-hee Oh is known as the
writer of the peculiar abstruseness and vagueness, using the structure
framed in density, excecllent symbolism, and the poetic and lyrical
literary style. The characteristics found in the novels written by
Jeong-hee Oh are the original wounds, such as the pursuit of the
existential self identity of human being, description on the inner
psychology, literary style of hermeticism, recognition of the lost world
and death, and the trauma (shocking experience), and the original
scarcity. Her writing has been searching for the original problem of
human being beyond the social, historical and political immense
discussion of an cra, and her cxperimental space of the childhood
became the original mobilization space.

The experimental retrospective space of the childhood is not a
simple physical space as a living space but a metaphysical space to
examine the existential problem of human being and to pursuit the
reason for the self existence. Such a space symbolizes as a
psychological space, which in turn mobilizes the psychological
techniques such as "the flow of awareness,” “interior monologue,” and
"interspersion of image.”  As such psychological technique has the
metaphoric property as a peculiar background displaying frankly the
structure of awareness of the complicated modern people, and it
allows us to look into the themalic awareness through the space or
the world view of the writer.

There are no peculiar events in the novels written by Jeong-hee
Oh, and the timelv connections betweenthe events arc also weakened.
Accordingly, the appearance of complications is not embossed

distinctively. Considering the fact that the works of Jeong hee Oh is
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in the main current of the psycholegical novels considering the inner
stde of human being, even if it 1s generalized, 1t is guite necessary to
examine the inner reality of the work itself by effectively organizing
the simplified and scattered spatial factors, escaping from the timely
sequence to examine the theme or the meaning of the works.

The space of obsession shows a sway irend in the modern novel
to evoke the feeling of threat and insecurity to human being.
Observing that the literary research through space affects to the
interpretation of the works to a great extent, this study tried to
research on the symbol of space and psyvchological characteristics

appeared in the novels wrilten by Jeong hee Oh.
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