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A Comparative study on Linguistic Behavior between Korea and Japan
- The aspects of refusal strategy between Korean & Japanese

University Students -

Youn—-Hee Lee

Department of Japanese & Literature, Graduate School.

Pukyong National University

Abstract

Through language, it is hard to expect perfect communications even though
the partner is from the same linguistic area. This is because the factors
like personal thinkKing and values influencing the linguistic behavior of
each individual. Thus., in order to minimize conflicts while conversation, a
thorough understanding of the partner is necessary. This applies to the
conversation between different cultures as well, where thorough
understanding of the other cultures is needed.

In order to decreagse conflict occurred by inappropriate 1linguistic
behavior, which comes from mistaken reasoning while communicating between
different cultures, it is necessary to look upon the strategic aspects that
individuals take in specific conversational situations. Strategy is a
factor which decides the final direction of linguistic behavior, and it is
influenced by social & cultural elements. Through this, we can understand
how ordinary conversational @ principles are applied in different
situations.

In this paper, the conversational situation of “refusal” is set for
Korean and Japanese, approaching to this issue by field works.

“Refusal” infringes the “Principles” mentioned by Leech (1983), and the



essence of it is a conversation situation with a high risk of conflicts
between personal relations. Differences are expected on two areas for the
strategy that Korean & Japanese chose: firstly the indirectness of
linguistic behavior, and secondly the strategy type of refugal.

The purpose of this paper is to execute an essential comparative research
on the two areas above, seeing how the principles of conversation apply on
each linguistic behavior. Also, it tries to see what kinds of differences
there are in the strategic aspects, pointing out the social reasons which
influence linguistic behavior. I hope that the present paper can provide
some useful aspects to minimize conflicts in conversation between different

cultures.
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