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A Study on the Lee Yong-Ahk's Space Symbol

Park Su-Jung

Department of Korean Language and Literature Graduate School.

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze Lee Yong-Ahk's poetry in
viewpoint of space symbol and to find out the feature of the space symbol.

He was born in Kyung Sung, Hamkyung Bukdo in time of dishonorable,
Japan's colonization, as the 3th of 5 brothers and 2 sisters. He spent his
childhood not in his hometown but in a strange place. He lost his father,
intimate relatives and companies in time of refugee life while maintaining a
wandering life from the ground where was strange week place. Such a
chain of events had many effects on his poems. Afterward he made
expericnces a direct destitution and lived refugee life into the poems.

His father died and family budget gradually became to lose a force. So his

mother had to run a noodle and an egg store. She didn‘t stop the string

against the education of the children even in the whirlpool. But because of
the difficult life conditions, he worked as a wageworker to supply an
educational expense and a living costs.

Literature reflects actuality. So contents or hero’s image, and words that
are often scen in literary works are not a virtual image. The ultimate
actualities or the situations where the writer is being placed are melted in
those works whether 1t’'s conscious or unconsciousness, readers who contact
those works became to believe that the works are reflected the individual
Lield of the author. So there are close relations between works and the

circumstances of that time and life of himself in Lee Young-Ahk’'s poetry.
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In this paper, I am going to approach the meaning of space symbol of Lee
Young-Ahk's poetry into four spaces.

First, there are compassion and poverty toward the hometown like a
mother’'s bosom and trace of a hard wandering life in ‘Hometown space’.
Lee Yong~-Ahk who had experienced 1930s hard time under the rule of
Japanese imperialism and death of the father who was meaning of absolute
life and intimate relatives and loss of fatherland led big trial. Hometown
space has meaning of symbol that happy space with harmonious family and
period musfortune drives space of all impoverishment

Second, 'Urban space’ means that the author become inflamed of difficult
city life and he shut up from the society gradually. Through poetic
languages that symbolize ideological space, he tried to observe the features
which 1is falling down with the edges person. Futhermore the ’'night’
symbolizes darkness and the 'Asphalt” symbolizes hard and cold show the
his city life. So he lost hope and determination gradually and run to
back-street finally. He becomes more distant from the center of the society.
This is problem which is expanded and symbotized in national dimension
rather than just poet’'s problem.

Third, his space includes the difficulties of the Japan studying abroad life
within poor environment that his mother run a noodle and an egg store
after his father died in strange land. He experienced formidable actuality in
wageworker laborer life of wharf that jump to earn money at young age,

but he didn't give up his will toward the dream. This is ‘the Space of port
and river’. It is a strong will space. Duman River and Aplok River that left
hometown and crossed when went to Manchu looking for means to live
were frozen by brutal coldness. But the river was frozen, the hope that can
win th dishonorable history and wish to get bright future never slept as the
river water flows under the frozen one.

Fourth is sky space that can not achieve easily but can not give up the
patient for an ideal world with sky and star. Sky and star do to forget the
suffering from actuality space even in short time. World of an ideal appears

as space of dream in poetry and appears through 'Blue sky’' and ’star’ in
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Lee Yong-Ahk's poetry. So, image of Lee Yong-Ahk's poetry aim at nsing
intention. He dreams and concerns about hetter world without going back
on hope about future in spite of life of the excessive actuality and poverty
of settlement. Sky space appears positive support to go forward for sky that
seeks inner extension, out of the closed inside and desperate altuality.

When we saw his poetry as a space symbol, we can limit it as
hometown, strange land and wharf labor spot etc. In this way, directly
experiencing space and heaven space as an ideal world become writer own
peculiar expressive space and meaning space that draws in language. And
symbol represents some specific meaning, only speaker’'s world in poetry.
space symbol 1s used comprehensively from work that express private

symbol to symbol that expresses a national pain in Lee Yong-Ahk's poetry.
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