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A Study of the Passive Construction in Japanese

~ A Comparative Analysis with Korean-

Mi-Gyeong Jeon

Department of Japanese Language and Literature, Graduate School

Pukyong National University

Abstract

There are a lot of similarities between Korean and Japanese, These similarities could be of benefit to
Korean learners, whereas they could an obstruction to learning the inherent characteristics of Japanese if
the learners heavily rely on them,

This study examined the correspondent relationship between Japanese and Korean when the Japanese passive
construction is represented in Korean and the main reasons why the Japanese passive construction does not
correspond with the Korean passive construction,

The results showed that the Japanese passive construction is represented as a passive construction,
active construction, or verbs of giving and receiving in Korean. This is especially true when the subject
in the active construction is animate., Japanese is represented as a passive construction which focuses on
the subject affected by the agent, whereas Korean is represented with an active construction which focuses
on the agent. When the subject is inanimate, Japanese is represented by a passive construction which is
focused on action, on the other hand, Korean is represented by an active construction whose contents are
the normal situation or phenomena.

This study also classified the Japanese construction into four categories-injured consciousness
compassion, reciprocal direction, and omitted subject by its meaning and investigated the correspondent
relationship with the Korean passive construction. When the Japanese passive construction implies injured
consciousness, Korean is represented with an active construction. The reason seems to be dependent upon
the meaning between the active construction which is focused on the agent and the active construction

which is focused on the subject affected by the agent
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