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Education improvement Methods utilizing Tradional Culture
Based on data collected from Design High Schools in Busan—

Sun-Ok Ji

Graduated School of Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

"Design’ has coexisted with human kind since the beginning of time
and forms an unbreakable bond with our daily lives. The industrial
revolution has helped to create a detailed, systematic view of Design
which is part of the highly profitable industries in todays society.

Design not only defines the structure of an object, it is an industry
which also reflects the culture and philosophy of the society. Modemn
society is one in which Culture is viewed as an economic phenomenon
with competition between the various cultures. Under such conditions,
design education which reflects traditional cultures 1s important.

Due to the short history of modemization, severance with traditional
values and unselective imitation of foreign design, the development of
high quality, unique designs based on traditionally Korean values is
insufficient.

Therefore, this paper focuses on the need for traditional design
education in order to face competition in the infinite competition era of

the present and presents results on the research and analysis of current
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industrial education centers of design in order to present issues and
plans to fulfill this need.

The Preface discusses the background, objective, and research
information, including methods and scope.

The Main Body of the paper defines tradition and describes the
background and characteristics of the cuwrent trends in viewing
traditional culture in order to assess the competitiveness of the designs
required by modern society.

Subsequently, research information regarding the education objectives,
curriculum, and subjects of industrial design education centers which
apply our traditional culture is presented. The results of the research
into the current status of traditional culture education include the
surveys taken by the staff and students of the education centers in the
Busan area which have then been analyzed using the SPSS statistics
program.

Finally, issues and measures of improvement subsequent to the
research results above have been presented as follows:

Firstly, there is a need to introduce a curriculum which studies
traditional culture and its applications in modern design.

Secondly, in order to enhance professionalism, staff members

specializing in the subjects of the curriculum are required.

Thirdly, the curriculum must be appropriate for the characteristics of
the students and their level of understanding.

Fourthly, the curriculum must not only teach theories but also provide
practical experience.

In conclusion, a curriculum which provides measures in order to

resolve the issues presented can enhance the understanding of
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traditional culture by students to result in unique designs which

incorporate our traditional values.
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