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A STUDIES ON KOREAN FOLK TALE TEACHING METHOD

Lee-Yeon Soon

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

Traditional folk tales constitute the archetype of our ethnic spirit.
They have become the fundamentals of our creative imagination and we can
find our past, present, and the future that we should pursue. Thegse days,
children are more fascinated by western myths. This is very undesirable
situation because it supports the evidence that today's children are very
unfamiliar to our tradition. However, children have met traditional folk
tales, regardless of their will, thorough various media. After some errors,
they would be able to understand the ethnic lives in the folKk tales.

Then, how should we educate the traditional folk tales to the children?
As folKk tales have been transmitted by people, they contain the thoughts of
the mass at that time. Children living in 21st society may not be able to
feel exactly the same feeling of the times that was made. We have to make
our children more familiar to the folk tales and recognize the ethnic
spirit. What we should do here is to provide the teaching methods which can

reconstitute and recreate folk tales in today’s viewpoint.

In the second chapter, I would study the similarities and differences of
original narrative and reconstructed text. Then, I would analyze them in
the categories of content, characters, structure, and the theme.

In content analysis I would summarize, compare the differences of the

background and the characters, the adds and subtracts of scenes.



In character analysis I would study the opposition between the incident
and the incident, characters’ talks and behaviour so that we can presume
their personalities.

In structure analysis I would study the way of leading narratives,
repetition of chronological incidents, confrontation of the characters and
the world.

In theme analysis I would analyze the main thoughts in readers’ position.

In chapter three, I would propose the teaching methods focused on 'the
understanding and experiencing through play’, based on the 'Analysis of
original folk tales and reconstructed text’

Dramatic play is constituted of four steps.

The first step is the process of content recognition, in other words,
interpreting text. It contains reading comparative text, understanding the
narrative, and summarizing.

The second thing is the process of studying characters, which means to
analyze the roles. In the second step, analyzing role and character is
important. Through this process, learners can read the text out loud so
that they can get their linguistic expression.

The third is to study the structure. We can understand the relationship
or opposition between the roles and also, can see the development of story.

Final step is to study the theme through discussion. Children can share
their ideas and criticize one another. At this point, learners can analyze

the theme if the text in their own point of view.

Children accept folk tales in various sights. Desirable education is to
accept other kids’' opinions and to point out the problems with their own
insight.

Folk tales have been newly interpreted, charged, and recreated as tome
goes by. We should understand our folk tales as traditional ethnic culture
which can also contain the today's contemporary concept. Dramatizing is
text-making process which is interpreted and changed by this contemporary
concept. Through ’'dramatic play’, children can meet folk tales more

interestingly and can raise their judgement and creative imagination,
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