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A Study of Organization to Change in the Deligation to Japan(ilifs{#)

in Later Chosun

Min Jung Shim

Department of History, The Graduate School,

Pukyong National University

Abstract

Although envoys was dispatched to various parts of East Asia during the
South Korean medieval and modern times, envoy especially dispatched to
Japan for the purpose of truthful and harmonial relationship hetween two
countries is called TongshinsaGlifs{#). Being looked though the scale, it
turns out that Tongshinsa is very important, but an envoy's name or
character are not specified correctly vet. Although there are some
rescarches  about a  Jeshulguan(B3E47), an  interpreter, and a drawing
member, they have only focused on the role of some officials, which makes
the understanding of overall unstituency difficult. In this paper, the
composition, selection, and the process of alteration of members in
Tongshinsa are examined.

The member is roughly classified by f{ive grades of a very best official( |-
F47), a superior( -T7), a vice-minister(&17), an inside official(*7'F), and a
bottom official( ¥17) according to the role in the entertainment to Japanese
people.

The constituents who were classified like this werc extracted by two
sources . from the related post in the central administration, and the local
special administrative district. It extracted pecople who were in a special
duty among the constituent of relevance, or cxceedly talented in its central

post, but 1t also extracted people such as a cantain who promoted for using

il -



a vessel locally, and those standard-bearers required for an army procession
as well as for a band. Some of the unstituent were elected directly hy
representatives. It was a principle to extract a constituent before the
departure of envoy for Japan, but when a proxy pecrson, an interpreter, and
an army official were extracted, they were chosen exceptionally on the
mission of envoy. These people can be said that they are people chosen for
the special duty on the mission of envoy.

Although it is said that member were sclected by the same method
through the top, the composition and the number of staffs were not
completelv constant. Change of composition is divided by restoration term
of a good-necighbor organization(szB#8H 9175 4]) and maintenance term of
a good-neighbor organization( < BEEEHE R, stability term  of a
good-neighbor organization(A¢ B8 H &M, and decline term of a
good-neighbor organization (<BHEH] 2200, Restoration term of  a
good-neighbor organization was that formal Tongshinsa had some
differences as for the composition since dispatch of an envoy was not
stable and suited to return of prisoner-of-war. A maintenance term of a
good—neighbor organization was the time that change of composition was
made by Dav Mitsuyama #2300 X00EE2), a Dogchugguan(GH it ey) and
Soogsu(#F) were dispatched with the special job at this time. The
stability term of a good-neighbor organization was that before there was
change in the dispatch area of Tongshinsa, the atmosphere of active cultural
exchanges would be felt through the people participated in envoy. Since the
large reduction of constituent as well as the area to which envoy was
dispatched were realized at the decline term of a good-neighbor
organization, it became impossible to extend the scene of the active cultural
exchanges performed in Japan before.

The detailed study about selection of the constituent not treated munutely
here is desired to be another subject compensated with more historical

sources.
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