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A Defence For Brutus in Julius Caesar
Kyo-young Kim

Division of English Language and Literature
Pukyong National University

Abstract

Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, part of the Roman trilogy,
dramatizes the process of the fall of the Roman Republic. The
complex problems in the interpretation of Shakespeare’'s Julius
Caesar, first of all, stem from an ambivalent attitude toward Julius
Caesar and his aristocratic assassins which Roman historians such
as Plutarch and Appian had. The lasting ambiguities of Julius
Caesar have remained unresolved for centuries. When Shakespeare
uses their works as the basis of his Roman plays, he does not
intend for them to be resolved while his dramatic themes in the
play clearly show that Brutus’s cause is just.

The most commonly held interpretations of Julius Caesar may
include views that the play is a vindication of absolute monarchy; a
defense of absolutism. This point of view is, however, something of
an oversimplification. It ignores, to begin with, the fact that Caesar
is not a king but wants to be king with no legitimate claim, but
with the support of the mob. This inordinate desire for kingship is
the height of Caesar's tragic folly, the supreme manifestation of
his hybris, which finally leads him to commit the political crime.
Caesar ruined the Roman republic out of his lust for power.

The Republican ideal of his society inside Brutus makes him

act even to the necessity of murdering a friend. His sense of honor



is beyond moral and goes to even irrational extremes because of its
relation to the life and death of the Roman Republic. He firmly
believes that he should destroy tyranny as his honorable duty.

Throughout the play Antony's cheating or Cassius’s bloody
strategies against Antony can never be useful skills or tools. In
spite of Brutus's defeat at Philippi, he finally wins the whole
world and the future.

Brutus shows that men need not give way before the spirit
of the times. His seeming futile gesture helped, not Rome, but
humanity. In the result his defeat and death did not seem to make
his enterprise futile but make him an eternal symbol of freedom
against tyranny. Shakespeare seemed to firmly believe that the

times were against Brutus but his cause was just.
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TUdHE dde] EAF e flol Bk WA dde] izt Wi
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But men may construe things, after their fashion,

Clean from the purpose of the things themselves. (1.3.34-35)
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If then that friend demand why Brutus rose against
Caesar, this is my answer: Not that I loved Caesar less, but
that I loved Rome more. Had you rather Caesar were living,

and die all slaves, than that Caesar were dead, to live all free



men? (3.2. 18-21)
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COMMONER 2: Nay, I beseech you, sir, be not out with me:
vet, if you be out, sir, I can mend you.

MARULLUS: What meanest thou by that? Mend me, thou saucy
fellow?

COMMONER 2: Why, sir, cobble you. (1.1.17-20)
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AX & A Ha @aEAEe e EHLA 283 Ad AY

H@3 Fshakel AW (Cinna)st &4 ol Fo] ZTE ol
2 s Bdn o)st o] 2up FFo] TAGE FUES vl 759
Aol 7hA L Y= oY FXE RAFEY. gie] o¥ XU (Irving
Ribner)& T&eo]2 Ho|A ;¢ FFo SFste 4FE BFEFEAV} ofyx

2 o|g} e Zrnle] FEEoldt A3 H(11-15).

AM: A AolAE FQ wae) 3 Ayt ehgyn.
Exl a Abe] 28 Aol ohuol BAlE oo o] Bolok o] k9

olF& 2 AFNA Eoid FAel Fob A.

CINNA: I am not Cinna the conspirator.
1st PLEB: It is no matter, his name’s Cinna; pluck but his name

out of his heart, and turn him going. (3.3.31-33)
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i glom, 16471 459 2uldad dFe BeRExe] IYejet FUE
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EdoIA R, gepA Aojadoe AEFS PAsted AAHA 4TS WA
Ui F4HE EF5EA(Plutarch)] T98d,, 28 A A avojrt
e WS Ao FAHE QAL o} M(Appian), EF)F2(Tacitus),
283l 4 obf-FAE(St. Augustine) T Zwle] GALH ApAd] tfEo
w9 FAHQ A4S Hkn Arh
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= 0e A 39 B on dFo AFH AZE Yoy FAF & 9
= FA FFAs metdA Fo FAE 28 A FAwol FUA
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These growing feathers pluck ed from Caesar's wing
Will make him fly an ordinary pitch,
Who else would soar above the view of men

And keep us all in servile fearfulness. (1.2.76)
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To do I know not what; but it sufficeth

That Brutus leads me on, (2.1.333-334)
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I shall have glory by this losing day
More than Octavius and Mark Antony

By this vile conquest shall attain unto. (5.5.35-39)
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No, this was he, Messala,
But Cassius is no more. O setting sun,
As in thy red rays thou dost sink to night,

So in his red blood Cassius’ day is set.

The sun of Rome is set. OQur day is gone; (5.3.59-64)
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So well as by reflection, 1, your glass,

Will modestly discover to yourself

nor with extenuation

That of yourself which you yet know not of.
And be not jealous on me, gentle Brutus:
Were I a common laughter, or did use

To stale with ordinary oaths my love

To every new protester; if you know

That I do fawn on men and hug them hard,
And after scandal them; or if you know
That I profess myself in banqueting

To all the rout, then hold me dangerous. (1.2.71-77)
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Some to the common pulpits, and cry out,

Liberty, freedom and enfranchisement (3.1.80)
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How many ages hence
Shall this our lofty scene be acted over,

In states unborn accents yet unknown! (3.1113-115)
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What means this shouting? [ do fear the people

Choose Caesar for their king. (1.2.78-88)
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CASSIUS: Ay, do you fear it?
Then must I think you would not have it so.
BRUTUS: I would not, Cassius; yet I love him well.
But wherefore do you hold me here so long?

What is it that you would impart to me?

If it be aught toward the general good,
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Set honour in one eye, and death i’ th’ other,

And I will look on both indifferently;

For let the gods so speed me as I love

The name of honour more than I fear death.
CASSIUS: 1 know that virtue to be in you, Brutus,

As well ad I do know your outward favour.

Well, honour is the subject of my story.

I cannot tell what you and other men

Think of this life; but for my single self,

I had as lief not be as live to be

In awe of such a thing as I myself.

We both have fed as well, and we can both

Endure the winter’s cold as well as he:  (1.2.78-98)
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Come down ; behold no more.

O, coward that I am, to live so long,

To see my best friend taken before my face! (5.3.33-35)
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Let me have men about me that are fat,
Sleek-headed men, and such as sleep a—nights.
having the hair well combed

Yond Cassius has a lean and hungry look;

He thinks too much: such men are dangerous. (1.2.189-192)
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Yet if my name were liable to fear,

I do not know the man I should avoid

So soon as that spare Cassius. He reads much,

He is a great observer, and he looks

Quite through the deeds of men. He loves no plays,
As thou dost, Antony; he hears no music.

as you are. (1.2.196-201)
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Seldom he smiles and smiles in such a sort

As if he mock’ d himself, and scorn’ d his spirit
That could be moved to smile at any thing.

Such men as he be never at heart’s ease

Whiles they behold a greater than themselves,

And therefore are they very dangerous. (1.2.202-206)
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It must be by his death; and for my part,
I know no personal cause to spurn at him,

But for the general. (2.1.10-12)
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He would be crown’ d:

How that might change his nature, there’s the questions.

It is the bright day that brings forth the adder,
And that craves wary walking. Crown him? - that?
And then, I grant, we put a sting in him,

That at his will he may do danger with.

Th’ abuse of greatness is when it disjoins

Remorse from power; (2.1.10-19)
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Then lest he may, prevent. And since the quarrel
Will bear no colour for the thing he is,

Fashion it thus: that what he is, augmented,

Would run to these and these extremities;

And therefore think him as a serpent’s egg,

Which hatch’ d would, as his kind, grow mischievous,

And kill him in the shell. (2.1.10-34)
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I could tell you more news too: Marullus and Flavius, for
pulling scarfs off Caesar’s images, are put to silence. Fare you

well. There was more foolery, vet, if I could remember it. (1.2.74-76)
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CASSIUS: So is he now in execution ,
Of any bold or noble enterprise,
However he puts on this tardy form.

This rudeness is a sauce to his good wit,
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Which gives men stomach to digest his words

With better appetite. want of good manner
BRUTUS: And so it is. For this time I will leave you.

Tomorrow, if you please to speak with me,

I will come home to you; or if you will,

Come home to me, and I will wait for you.

CASSIUS: T will do so: till then, think of the world.  (1.2.287-297)
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Well, Brutus, thou art noble; yet I see

Thy honourable mettle may be wrought
From that it is disposed: therefore ’‘tis meet
That noble minds keep ever with their likes;

For who so firm that cannot be seduced?  (1.2.298-302)
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Caesar doth bear me hard; but he loves Brutus.
If I were Brutus now, and he were Cassius,

He should not humour me. I will this night,

In several hands, in at his windows throw,

As if they came from several citizens,

Writings, all tending to the great opinion

That Rome holds of his name; wherein obscurely

Caesar’s ambition shall be glanced at  (1.2.303-312)
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And it is very much lamented, Brutus,

That you have no such mirrors as will turn
Your hidden worthiness into your eye,

That you might see your shadow. I have heard,

Where many of the best respect in Rome, (1.2.56-60)
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Brutus, Thou sleep’ st; awake, and see thyself.

Shall Rome, etc. Speak, strike, redress!  (2.1.46-47)
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They are the faction. O conspiracy,

Sham ‘st thou to show thy dangerous brow by night,
When evils are most free? O, then by day

Where wilt thou find a cavern dark enough

To mask thy monstrous visage? Seek none, conspiracy;
Hide it in smiles and affability:

For if thou path, thy native semblance on,
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Not Erebus itself were dim enough

To hide thee from prevention. (2.1.77-85)
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So are we Caesar’s friends, that have abridged
His time of fearing death. Stoop, Romans, stoop,
And let us bathe our hands in Caesar’s blood
Up to the elbows, and besmear our swords:
Then walk we forth, even to the market-place,
And waving our red weapons o’er our heads,

Let’s all cry, 'Peace, freedom, and liberty!”  (2.1.105-110)
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Danger knows full well
That Caesar is more dangerous than he,
We are two lions littered in one day,
And I the elder and more terrible,

And Caesar shall go forth. (2.2.44-47)
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But I am constant as the northern star,
Of whose true-fixed and resting quality

There is no fellow in the firmament. (3.1.61-3)
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And men are flesh and blood, and apprehensive;
Yet in the number I do know but one

That unassailable holds on his rank,

Unshak’d of motion; and that T am he,

Let me a little show it, even in this,

That I was constant Cimber should be banished,

And constant do remain to keep him so. (3.1.63-73)
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How many times shall Caesar bleed in sport,
That now on Pompey’s basis lies along,

No worthier than the dust! (3.1.116)
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It must be by his death; and for my part,
I know no personal cause to spurn at him,

But for the general. He would be crown’ d. (2.1.10-12)
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as I slew my best lover for the

good of Rome, I have the same dagger for myself, when it

shall please my country to need my death. (3.2.40-43)
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Caesar, now be still;

I kill'd not thee with half so good a will (5550-51)
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If it be aught toward the general good,

Set honour in one eye, and death i’ th’ other,
And T will look on both indifferently;

For let the gods so speed me as I love

The name of honour more than I fear death. (1.2.85-88)
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LEPIDUS: Upon condition Publius shall not live,

Who is your sister’s son, Mark Antony.

ANTONY: He shall not live; look, with a spot I damn him.
But, Lepidus, go yvou to Caesar’s house;

Fetch the will hither, and we shall determine

How to cut off some charge in legacies. (4.1.1-9)
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of 2ok T5FA HolAE e 19 e oA Holx Jg Ao} of
A FelA REEAE ool a AAS Mael o Ao wAL 7R
A4S AxAolth. a7k ANo2e AYH Adol gy Beldo] A
SoAE AdaA e 4 A7, FEUAL ‘g sod'E F4 40t
AAL Aotk 1 A 2= FA Zrke] dgo] HAY AuAt B 4
AAAAR, 7] HYrhe dolg 98] F€a) A 2L Mysig, o
E AUe 2ok a3 Avkel HolHo) Wt FA Ao AYE vlA A
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Let’s carve him as a dish fit for the gods,

Not hew him as a carcass fit for hounds. (2.1.172-173)

HolAE Aol “Axm FaFX FE"(3169) E2AYE AAdE &
Fe 4429l 838 AEaAT, o] FelA HA2 Fa9
7 EHAEL BRER2AL G BERAE 0
‘“da FodA I dedFd w2 PsFozA Pegolda sjAst
o Zo} Fat=e fzel Avjsdh. 2t HolAst Aol et AAS
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FE2 AAS 2EobH S (Stoicism)# #BHEEY S
Zol AWsta vy BFEF2 A4S Aol Hdte] Axd wiE PyF

& EXEA ot

Adel ©5d Wesh )P AZHAT1M). 1 ¥E A ¥
del golg Aglem, BERa: S AFP AdY AFHA
(freedom)®) 444 o] tH(Bloom 105). HFF47k ol Zokxel 7ash A
S 4B st PAE Adst 1 AUzt 2 AR AFeH g
A4 grrigty 2 1A% 2uilo] ohd Aotk Aot 94 Lo

24 232 P,

Ulo

A AE vk dod BREsE E
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9 AL FSeke wEe Aok ool 7t 9T saE

o wAelth, Aol o]de APAAL nEd7] Sl WS FU
A gskor] WEe AN olde o &A% Grh me HPREse

Aeke Asg Aol ofve o3 FUs o7t WE $UolA Al

Atk HolAZFol AT AWH Zvl 23 &Fo] FAsd WHo]

ANM AN A7 JIWAHLE NS FAst trt Add e s A
et “ojd A3 FE 7EN AY HEld mE A(stay the providence
of some high powers)”(5.1.107)o] 2t E3c}h, 15 A9 Aelrt A& A
, S8 & N A FA3ta de Aol oy
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Aol avole TETols HolA, = 4E A ake] tFd B HRol
SAl7] B WA =del AFHAEAW AuH oz AL Bl o)
e omd BB FeldE ol=x Rahx gt FY AX EAFelTh
AL of Fo) A WA RS AT S =ok AA A o)
@ AAtEe FAEAA 4% BANARE HEHD Yo,

Aol oed d54s 9 AMES AHSS A

2

19 Fe)
Aol wdFo A ol SR BT NP Ao AFol =35
gtk 2 29 #Fo] o5 FEEE AR BAlaY 2uE
e ohgth AYzslolE zut GAE 2AZ t3H AN 3 HAA
om ANSUA, Aol Tt ANA FAE Fo Aol ARE o
of Wt mAE FuAX AF] AAH BAL Sa] Py EE
stx ek o Aol M HolA B4 dEolgtE Aad B EZUBEO]
g9t Ae HolAe] A} ol EuE Awsm gk

Zoh BAC MF 0] AUSAA Pold AW AYL T T F gl A
$o Zvt FHF WP gL vIH ALe 2 Boks o

FL ANSD Yok o T AolAE AP FHHZ Wb mAE

SAAE BAGOo RN b BEREXL o3 dajEojorrt & o]fE FE

3 A9aFn Uk AolAE AL TPFA A3 %34 vGPow
A Aol sh fale] gt AABWY FURED A MDY= E
Ade AAGE AR, AT 2= Ao 2ok TR ARANE 23

& A= qAsior & Aojnt
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of Aol 25 ZuprkA e =FE AZbsts HolAHFE FE24E
HAsHA RAFEt
@, BRFag AAols au A= 3y wETEe 26 F
=g A7EE AdAe s dAR of Hujrt 2oy AFH M E
ot dolatH P o] 59 FAo] T RolA A= dedh BF
T SAd AT 4T AFAHA FFolth FACd AFsteE AL
g 2Ysto] ARre AFAAZF G T gFeo|y Aoy, B
FE2F HolAE AsT P Adel A F7tE doldr] AT Ao
2 a9 Poe x=YFHo|w Aol xolAdAHQd Aoz FHok o,
g% 2e offE AYY F Stk
AA, BFE27 Aol g Hsriz AAsA d@ AL 2vp UFE
AR R oA 29 H@dA0 Abaeh GAHH bR miEo] da of,
ol dHoln] =g el Atmz FA F3F AA st Al

__?_
7 EAe] o] dupe AL AHAgaflola mebA vt Yot Al

SR, BEE2E b e FARE AEe Ao WA REds)
7l d#e] oheh 17b =vh gHe WH ANE AHGL 1
ARl otk AAH Aelsh ojAuT) ko] A zupe] &
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A5 Qe wEL 91 dth 19 §9 HolAe AW FEUL A
£ Bestole MDA P2 a50] AL F AN AL FFRE gk
FAE v 2HEA Agsn ok £ o 39 Age 2ok @

TES Zvt 3359 "o @ Aol old dig HYs Wd Ut
9

Qo= de 2e stn Atk o 3 Zoh GAF AAE EAS W

Y3 AL Znp F3pFo) =23 Znl 2A| o AHYHo|ASS vrE L Y
om, Ao BFEFX0 folo] WAL SR Yt

e Fe2A FazbA Fdvh 2w o AFdd syl # Adde

2 F63 BAA AE A4 AR Frhholel g
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