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The Actual Conditions and Characteristics of High—income Class in China

Mvoung-Sock Kim

Division of International Area Studies, Graduate School

Pukyong National University

ABSTRACT

Since China's reformation and policy of openness, its political, economic
and social aspects have changed. China has especially achieved
dramatic economic growth by pushing ahead with its market economy
system. This reformation, openness policy, and consistent economic

development have caused rapid social changes.

Most interestingly, the diversification of property ownership has
separated the right of ownership and management and caused earning
differentials in the inner part of Chinese society. As a result, a new
class -- the "High-Income Class” —— has appeared in this Socialist
state. The High-Income Class has not emerged by chance but has
been promoted by the theoretical backing of Xianfulun and the
non-state owned economy. It has also been brought about by a
national policy which promotes individual wealth and, eventually, public
wealth. However, if the present High-Income Class rapidly increases in

number and size, it will provoke various social problems in China.

This thesis (1} defines the concept of the High-Income Class by

analyzing its major appearances and actual status and (2) determines

- VIl -



how the High-Income Class is positioned within the dimension of
income by investigating its members’ financial standing. After
evaluating these gradation features and the degree of legitimacy in the
accumulation of capital (wealth) in China, the thesis considers

prospects and solutions regarding the High-Income Class.

Key words: China's reformation and policy of openness, High-Income Class,

Xianfulun, China
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HEo g A HEs AT Ao RE 1997:3). /A - 7B o} %
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g, AA, AGARe] 71 sfolty. TRl Yol MdFetr %71
Qe HAL AFFeT VAR E/YS AR AP0 A8
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L =771 HAAZIY (Y FFA7d | AME7Y
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<E 5-2> FT= AFF71YE EH(1989~20001)

(9 ghs, o 5 Hqh %)
B H~1A X [1989(1990(1991]1992]1993| 1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000
Atg 7y 9.1 9.8 108 140 238 432 655 81.9] 96.1 120.1] 1509 176.2
Z7H& 8.4 99| 29.5 70.4] 81.7| 51.4| 252 17.3] 250 256 16.8
Ardr1dEa | 2100 22.4| 24.1] 30.3] 51.4] 889 1340 170.5| 204.2] 263.8| 3224 3954
7% 6.7 7.8 25.7| 69.6] 730 507 272 19.8 292 29.2 21.5
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EA: PREAEE(2002:215)
D =4
At FAlEe] 5A& AA, A 5 7HQl Aotk AFR 7S
Fo Apabe AGFE ALY 2f2A ANAFE FERE 2199 #

= AgAde F4e 110%0l9, o dge WE e 146
ek B, A7l el wE el WulE F
Eol A% BEAez AAY JYFE VL A

gele] =FAEUES A Jlge] Bt DE mFAFE 113
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