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A Study on the Improvement of Reading Comprehension
through the Strategy of Main Content Analysis

Maneg—Hoe KU

Graduate School of Edtication
Pukyong National University

Abstract

For students to study curriculum subjects, ability to read the text quickly and precisely is

necessary. That is to say reading is one of the most important tool in curriculum study.

However in the actual educational field, the effort to help increasing students’ reading
skill lacks. Even in language study curriculum, reading skill is abstractly taught and the
textbook contains no subjects related to reading skill. Therefor, | aimed to increase reading
skills by guiding them in the actual educational field.

Seniors in Busan Jangan Highschool were to become subjects of this study, and there
may be certain limit to generalize the result of the study to students in different environment.

To attain the goal of the study, reading strategy was designed through documents
research and the reading strategy was taught to students by providing them with content
structure, signals (conjunction adverb), main idea catch skill.

In teaching contents structure, four structures, collection, cause and effect, problem
solving, compare/contrast classified by Carrell (1984) who had resorted what Mayer brought
out in 1975. There are several classifications in contents structures however the reason why
Carrell's classification was used is that it is simply divided into four categories and in each
name of categories shows the contents structures.

And then signals providing core informations in catching the context was taught to

students. There are several signals but conjunction adverb was chosen since it shows



contextual relations externally.

Lastly, main idea catch skill which makes students able to efficiently catch the main
idea of the text. This was because in formal paragraph, they can classify main idea and

supportive idea more efficiently.

Teaching-leamning model was provided through teaching model developed by Park,
Kyung Suk and others (Korean Educational Development Institute) which was based on

Baumnn’s direct teaching method.

The data of the study was collected through several texts from text books "Korean
Language 1, 2, and texts from university entrance exam - language part (from 1994 to
2005)

To bring up with result of this study, pre—examination and post-examination was done,
and in data analysis, t test was given to average score of test group and comparison group
using SPSS 11.5, the statistics process program. Pre-examination was done to test similarity
of test-group and comparison group and since two group had showed similar result grade of
0.05, two groups could be said to be similar groups. Post-examination was done to verify
the effect of the test. After the study, average grade of test group was higher than that of
comparison group. In the independent sample test, average grades of two groups were
similar in 0.05 grade. This affirms the theory that analysis of main idea would help to
increase reading skill.

This study shows teaching strategy to catch main idea in actual educational field is
effective in increasing reading skill and it is necessary to teach these sorts of reading
strategies. Therefore in educational field, teachers should not limit themselves only in
teaching texts but help students to read and understand the text in effective manner by

developing various kinds of reading strategies.

Keyword : Main idea, reading skill, signal, content structure, conjunction adverb.
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