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A Study of Current English Textbooks
Based on Cultural Contents Analysis

Kang Min Sook

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

It has been argued that the culture of the target language should hold an
essential position in second or foreign language education since culture and
language are indispensable to each other. This study examines the current
English textbooks, which have an absolute influence upon English education
in Korea in order to investigate the appropriateness of the cultural contents
in the textbooks. This study is expected to make English education more

effective in advising the importance of teaching the target language culture.

The cultural contents in six randemly selected Middle School English
textbooks for the third grade students are analyzed for the study. Two
criteria are used for the cultural analysis of the English textbooks in the
study. The first criterion is five nétionalities of the cultural categories:
Korean culture, British—-English culture, non.British—American culture, neutral
culture and contrastive culture. The second is three cultural patterns:

spiritual, behavioral and material culture.

This study 1s organized into five chapters and they are briefly summarized

as follows: chapter 1 introduces the purpose, the range and the limit of the
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study; chapter II introduces the brief concepts and definitions of culture,
the relations between language and culture and the necessity of cultural
education; chapte rII analyzes the cultural contents of the six different
English textbooks; chapter IV provides some suggestions for better
directions for English textbook development in terms of effective cultural
education based on the results of the study; chapter V is the conclusion of

the study.

The result of this study reveals that the aspect of cultural patterns are
ill-balanced. For example, some texthooks reflects only two types of

cultures among five nationalities of the cultural categories.

Another finding is that the distribution of the three cultural patterns and
the five nationality of the cultural categories is not appropriate for the
effective cultural education. For instance, some aspects, such as “neutral
background” show the highest distribution while the percentage of the
distribution of “English-American background”, that is the fundamental basis

of English cultural education, is relatively low.

The result of this study thus suggests that balanced distribution of each
of the cultural backgrounds should be required so that the English textbooks
can be accompanied by more effective cultural understanding in English
education. Furthermore, the cultural information which coincides with the
interests and the intellectual development of the students should stimulate
their conscious motivation. Moreover, more various cultural patterns are
needed to be included in the textbooks so that more balanced cultural

education can be possible.
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Taekwondo is one of the most popular martial arts. The name
taekwondo 1s made up of several different words: Tae means to strike
or to kick, Kwon means fists, and Do means a way or an art
Taekwondo, putting all these words together, means the art of kicking
and striking.

{Lesson 3. Korea’s Pride: Taekwondo®] <%

Al Zoke] o2 mlare] ofF A7t Ella Grasso®] Ao o A4 =
) ks e - g =

In the past, very few women were successful in American politics. Those
who achieved high position did so because their family had the position before
them  Ella Grasso, however, was different. Ella Grasso was born on May 10,
1919, in Windsor Locks, Connecticut, the daughter of Italian-American parents
who had very little money, But she was a bright student, and she went to very
good schools. She graduated from Mount Holyoke College with the highest
honors. After graduating from college, she married a school teacher, and they
spent the next three vears in a small town in Connecticuit.

(Lesson 8. Ella Grasso. A Mother and a Governor®) )

[ have a special rule for travel: Never carry a map. [ prefer to ask for

directions. Sometimes I get lost, but | usually have a good time. I can practice
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a new language, meet new people, and learn new customs. I also find out
different styles of giving directions every time I ask, “How can I get (o the
post office?”

Foreign tourists often get lost in Korea and Japan because most streets
there don't have names; in Korea or Japan, people use landmarks in their
directions instead of street names. For example, Koreans will say to travelers,
‘Go straight down to the corner. Turn left at the big bank and go past the
fruit market. The post office is across from the bus stop.”

In the countryside of the American Midwest, there are not usually many
landmariks; in many places there are no towns or butldings for miles. Instead of
landmarks, people will tell you directions and distances. In Kansas or Towa, for
instance, people will say, “Go north for two miles. Turn east, and then g0
another mile.”

(Lesson 4. Different People, Different Customse] %)
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The world is full of life with color. How many colors can you name? Red,

blue-what else? What color are vour eves? What colors are the clothes you're
wearing? What color is the sky today?

All rightt What color "do you like, then? Do you like yellow, ordnge_, or
red? If you do, you must be a warm-hearted or active person. Do vou prefer
green, blue, or gray? If you do, vou are probably a coolheaded or passive
person.

(Lesson 10. Colors Talks®) 213
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Cheomseongdae is known as the oldest standing astronomical
observatory. All the other buildings built in those days were desfroyed
and later built again. What then is the secret of it being able to keep
its original shape even after 1300 years?

(Lesson 13. The Secrets of Cheomseongdae?) 4 35-)

Why do clocks run clockwise?

Mechanical clocks were invented in the northern part of the earth The
person who invented them used the way the sun moves in the sky. If vou watch
the sun from the northern part of the earth, you face south. The sun will rise
on your left, pass over your head and set on your right. So do the hands of the
clock. They move from left to right over the top of the clock - clockwise.

(Lesson 10. The Reason Why?] <XL)

Pleb o}l gabe] W@ A GejE FUET g TEa el

¢l Louis Braillee] 7] & S 31 g)lv}.
One day a three vear-old boy went into his father's workshop to

play. He had often seen his father making shoes. He picked up an awl

As he bent over, the awl slipped and hit him in the eve. A few weeks
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later, he could not see at all This child became one of the most
Jfamous Frenchmen who ever lived How could this have happened?

(Lesson 2. The Story of Louis Braille®] )
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If you ask your parents to tell you about some of the things that they'il
never forget about their school lives, most of them will probably say that they
had a tin lunch box and a coal stove in the center of the classroom. When your
mom and dad went to school, almost every student used a tin lunch box. Inside
the lunch box, there was another small box for side dishes.

In those days, there was no electric stove in the classroom Therefore,
every morning in winter, students had to carry a bucket of coal to the class
and make a fire for heat. Then, all the students put their lunch boxes on the
stove to keep them warm. Since the stove was usually very hot, the rice and
side dishes on the bottoms of the lunch boxes were sometimes burnt The
classroom used to be filled with bad smelis. Your parents may miss those
smells from their school days.

(Lesson 12. Now and then® <2)
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In English, there are many examples to show that men have been
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considered more importan! than women First, in most FEnglish pairs of
male/female words, male words are put first: Mr. and Mrs,, husband and wife,
boys and girls, men and women, kings and queens, brothers and sister, etc
Also, in most pairs of words with male and female forms, such as hero-heroine,
steward -stewardess, and host-hostess, the male words are considered the base.

(Lesson 6. Men and Women in the English Language?) 93)
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People who use spoons and chopsticks are mostly East Asians. The
use of chopsticks is related to their main food, rice. The rice they eat
s not dry and loose like that eaten by Indians, Arabs, and Africans.

Therefore, it can be eaten with chopsticks. There are also some
differences among the people who use spoons and chopsticks. Koreans
use both spoons and chopsticks to eat rice, but the Chinese eat rice
only with chopsticks.

(Lesson 5. Different people, different foods®} Q%)

71} ool Z3le] o2 ofjHE9 walne 2 A7Rstn 9l
The pyramids were built for FEgyptian kings and queens. the
Fgyptians believed that there was an afterlife. The Eagvptians also

helieved that the pharaohs were living gods. The pyramids were

designed to provide these kings with everything they would need to
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make a journey to another life.

Although there is clear evidence (hat the pyramids were built as
tombs, all kinds of strange claims have been made about them. Some
people have claimed that the pyramids were used to watch the moon

and stars. Others have even claimed that the pyramids were built by

aliens.
(Lesson 10. Mysteries of the Pyramidse Q%)
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The world dfter the year 2050 will be just fantastic We won't have any
problems because we will have the answer to everything.

First of all, people won't have to work very hard There will be machines
for every job, so people will have much more free time. They might work only
one or two days a week. They will fly to the moon for their holidays, or they
will spend their holidays in space hotels far away from the earth

(Lesson 12. The Future World®] %)
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Let’s say that an American friend is talking to you: “To break the
ice with my new classmate, I went to an amusement park with him.
We went into the ghost house, and let me tell vou, it was a

hair raising experience. But through the experience, Dave and [
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became good friends. Yesterday he and I did math homework together
because we thought two heads are better than one. But while doing the
homework, he was concentrating on a TV show. So everything ! said
to him went in one ear and out the other. The only thing I could do
was to lead him by the nose away from the TV.”

(Lesson 11. What Do You Mean by That?2] %)
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Astronauts have to live in space, but there are several problems. In
space, there is no gravity. Everything in space is weightless.
Fverything floats. Floating in space changes the astronauts’ bodies and
brains in many ways. Also, it is not easy to take care of simple things.
For example, things like keeping clean are hard in space.

(Lesson 10. Living In Space?) QX
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There are different customs in different parts of the world For
example, how‘ would you say the date 1 -9-20037 Many South
Americans give the answer as the first of September, 2003 They put
the day before the month But many North Americans give the answer
as January the minth, They usually put the month before the day.

If someone moves his head up and down, what does it mean to

VSS,



you, “no” or “yes"? Nodding the head up and down means “ves” in
Western Europe and the United States, but “no” in Greece and
Turkey. The difference only confuses the traveller, but to business
people it sometimes means losing a lot of money.

(Lesson 7. Cultural understanding® 4 %-)
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1733 was a very special yvear. A truly amazing scientific expedition
left St. Petersburg, Russia. Its goal was to explore the east coast of
Siberia. Also, they hoped to find out if Asia and North America were
Joined. The scientists planned to report on everything: the land,
climate, plants, animals, and the customs and languages of the Siberian
npeople.

The expedition had to cross Siberia in order to reach the Pacific
Ocean. Vitus Bering, the leader of the whole expedition, left St
Petersburg with almost 600 people. The group had a few scientists,
special workers of all kinds, soldiers, and sailors. Alexei Chirikou left
later with a larger group of scientists and tons of supplies.

(Lesson 11, Across Siberia to North America®l dX4)
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This was written by a reporter after he talked with John
Morton-Finney.

John Morton-Finney was a very special man. He loved learning
more than anybody else. In fact, he never stopped learning. He was
born the son of a slave, but learned six foreign languages well and got
11 degrees. He was a teacher until he was 81, and practiced the law,
too. When he was 100 years old, he still went to law-school seminars
and read day and night. There are many smart people, but John
Morton- Finney was one of the smartest I have ever met.

Terry: I heard you turned 100. I wanted fo ask some questions. I
want to find the secret of lifelong learning.

Finney: There is nothing very special about me.

Terry: I know you read three or four books at a time. Why do you
keep reading so much?

(Lesson 9. /t's Such a Pleasure for Me to Learn? L)
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Hi, Sora. How have you been?

How's the weather there in Korea? Spring’s here now and the
weather changes a lot. It didn't rain this morning. So I didn't bring an
umbrella. But it began to rain in the dafternoon. I was worried about
how I should return home, but my friends here didn’t seem to care
about it. Usually they don't mind going around in the rain Of course,
there are some students who bring umbrellas with them, but ustally
they manage without one. It’s probably because theyve had to put up
with such bad weather since they were children. I think this kind of
environment has made British people strong.

(Lesson 2. Inho's E-mails from London®] 4-)

B S Fake) iz dr)dote) Wadd Axuelo)
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Fverybody has worked hard I found out about the fan and the air
conditioner. One air conditioner uses as much electricity as 30 fans.
Alse, turning a fan on “low” saves 30% more electricity than when it's
on “high”. So I'm going to keep the fan on low as often as possible.
On very hot days, I'll set the air conditioner at 287,

(Lesson 7. The Best Energy-Savers®?] 5.
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Look around you. Your home and classroom are full of familiar
things like computers and CD players, televisions and telephones,
ballpoint pens and paperclips. Nowadays, we take all these things for
granted. But only a hundred years ago, we didn't have any of these.

We can do a lot of things with these inventions. Many are used
in the home and some are used in the workplace. But they all have
one thing in common: it is difficult to imagine life without them.

(Lesson 5. Great Inventions of the World2) 22)
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" (Lesson 2. Too Young for This, Too Old for That2) <)
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Alfred: All right. Now [ must leave all of vou.

Wilfred: I'll go with you! (He turns to Ina) You can manage the
farm, can’t vou, dear?

Ina: Don't worry about us. Go with my blessing.

Rowena (to Alfred): I wish I were a man! If I were a man, I could
go with you to fight the Danes.

Alfred’ Rowena, you have a much harder job to do. You have to stay
at home and carry on with the work aboui the farm. That is harder
than fighting. And I know vou can do it better than [

Rowena’ Better than vou, my king?

Alfred: Yes, my dear. You wont’ burn the cakes! ( Thely all laugh as
the curtain falls.)

(Lesson 9. King Alfred and the cakes? 2%-)
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Deserts are hot places without any changes in climate, where it

rarely rains and the sun keeps shining. Due to abnormal weather
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conditions, however, rainfall comes to some deserts.

One day, a scientist explored the desert where the rainfall resulted
in a little stream. It so happened that the scientist could see
something moving in the stream. Surprisingly, he found that the water
was full of very small shrimps. They moved around!

The scientist was surprised to discover the secret of the desert.
That is, the desert shrimp survives the dry periods in the desert
When the water is gone, the desert shrimp eggs wait underground for
the rain to come again. I this way the desert shrimp has survived Jor
hundreds of millions of years. Believe it or not!

(Lesson 11. Wonders of nature®] %)
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Wednesday, June ISth, Fine

I couldn't eat dinner well I couldn't face Insu because he was still
crying over his lost money. I wonder if Mom and Dad know what I
didn. Why did I do it? Why did I steal my brother's money? Was it
Just because of a new Internet game? Only for 5000 won?

[ wanted to go to a “PC-room” to play games with my friends on
the Internet, but I was out of money. I was dyving to go play games,
and I saw Insu's money on his detf. I couldn’t help taking it.

(Lesson 5. The internet: A new pandora’s box?©] @lX.)
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Many great people overcome their difficulties. They say, “If vou
change the way you think, you can make it.” Let’s think about why this
is true.

Our thoughts usually repeat themselves. Repeated thoughts lead o
repeated behavior. Our repeated thoughts and behavior become our
habits. Once we get into a habit, it is not easy for us to get rid of it.
It becomes our master and determines what kind of person we will be.
Therefore, our positive thinking will lead us to success in life. On the
other hand, negative thinking will lead to failure. So what we really
need is positive thinking. Now it’s up to us whether to think positively
or Not.

(Lesson 1. Why don't you change the way you think?2] <%

FE AATFAXNE FAFs}e) d2 0F QY Lge Ao
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1. Before MP3 files can be posted, the music has to be recorded
The music is recorded normally and is then put on a CD,

2. The music from the CD has to be converted to the MP3 format.
Then it can be posted on the Internet, The best way to convert the
music 1s with a “ripper” - a peace of software that lakes the music
from the CD and converts it to MP3 formant. The software makes the

size of the file smaller. Most MP3 songs are under 3MB, but still

— 52*



have high quality. This mix of small size and high quality is what
makes the MP3 better than other Internet music formats.

3. After the file is converted to an MP3 formant, it is posted to a
site on the Internet. People can download it from that site.

4. When someone wants to download the MP3 file, they visit the web
site or fip download site, and download the file to their computer.

(Lesson 5. How MP3 music files worke] %)
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Dear Ms. Wise,
I don't feel good with others, but I don't know why. I'm
good looking and smart. I have evervthing I could ever possibly want,
But, I feel like I just don't fit in with people. Please help.

Jeong-min

Dear Jeong-min,
You have lost your confidence over the vears. You need to learn to

think differently. In the morning and at night, fill your mind with

positive thoughts about voursell. Try hard to change vou thinking. Tum

negative thoughts into positive ones about yourself Use positive
irnages. That way, you'll have your own way of building confidence.

Ms. Wise

(Lesson 4. Ms. Wise, What should I do?2] 21%.)
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Chapter21

It was then that the fox came out.

“Good morning,” said the fox.

“Good morning,” the little prince responded politely, but when he
turned around he saw nothing. “I am right here,” the voice said,
‘under the apple tree.” “Who are vou?” asked the little prince, and
added. “You are very pretty to look at.”

“I am a fox,” said the fox

“Come and play with me,” suggested the little prince. “I am so
unhappy.”

(Lesson 12. The little prince® AX)
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(D Eat a healthy, low-fat breakfast such as milk, fruit, rice and soup.
Don't skip breakfast Eat regular meals.

@ Don’t eat fast food too often. Wheri eating fast food, wipe off the
Jat before you take the first bite. Don't order large sizes.

& Eat a lot of vegetabies and fruit.

) Fat healthy snacks.

(5 Don't use a remote control when watching TV,

m54_



@ Walk to school if you can.
{7) Take stairs instead of elevators.
@ Go out and take a walk. Go swimming and play with vour friends.

(ret active!

(Lesson 8. Staying heaithy®l %)
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Knowing your interests, however, is not enough In some cases,
you may like doing something, but you may not be good at it So,
consider your talents as well as your interests when you choose your

Jjob.

What Do You Value Most?

It is also very important to know what is important to vour life.
Think about the things or values that are important in your life. Some
people say that money is the most important thing in life. Others will
say that having enough leisure time is very important. Some others
will think that getting social respect is very important.

Fach person can have different values. Just remember that know‘ing_
yourself is very important. If yvou do not take this into account, you

won't be happy with your job.

(Lesson 2. Preparing for the future2] <%
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Have you ever been to the area near Samseong subway station in
Seoul? If you go down along the road near the station, vou'll see
many high-rise buildings. Many of the buildings are being used b 1
mmformation technology companies, banks, etc. There is also a big
department store and a hotel in the area. The place is now one of
the busiest areas in Seoul. Buf, have you ever imagined what the
area was like about 30 years ago?

(Lesson 12. Now and then® 4%)

P Hasdse et d2 9AE 2fsn A% aE de

Now try to write your own poem You don't always have to follow
the rules. You can use words and sentences that you like. And vou can
choose any subject. Just write down whatever comes to vour mind.
Then read it over, and change some parts to make it better. When
youre happy with your poem, show it fto vour friends. Can they
understand what you are trving to say?

(Lesson 9. This is just to say®| 93)
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Advertising has become a necessary part of modern life. Some
people think it is entertainment. Others think that it is a necessary
evil. In fact, no one believes it, but it works. We are buying more and
spending more because of ads.

Makers of products spend millions of dollars a year on ads,
because they want you to know their products. They reach vou through
television and radio commercials. They advertise in newspapers and

magazines.

{Lesson 11. Buy one, get one free?<] ¥3-)

wdge) oz Awelek: AABA Fa4o] e Agatm gt

Good afternoon, everyone. My name is Flan Sangmin. I'd like to
tatk about "Why we need the new wetlands plan.”

We don't have much land, so we have to utilize the unused areas
like wetlands. It will do us a lot of good First, wetlands will
provide more land to us if we fill them. Then we can plant rice or
build homes and factories there. Second we don't have to worry
about the water for farmlands and factories. By building banks along
the wetlands, we can create a big lake. The lake can provide fresh
water. Finally, building a new road and a lake will bring mone v to
the village. It will be a nice driving course. People can also enjoy
waler sports on the lake, A lot of tourists will come, which will
help people i the village make more money.

Flease vote for the plan and let us make a bhetrer viflage
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together. Thank vou.

(Lesson 12. Land or wetlands?2) 4%-)

THF HANA MONTHLY

Hana Middle School English Newspaper Wednesday March 5, 2003

& Message from the Principal

It s been a busy month. New Students and teachers have joined the
Hana family. Those Iittle boys and girls who first walked through the
school/ gate /ast year have now become second-year students. Those who
were second-year students, then, have started the last year of their
middie school [ife as seniors. Teachers have taken on new classes.

Throughout this busy time and these changes. we have always done
a good job, thanks to help from each of you. students. parents. and
teachers. There [s nothing special about the changes that are taking

place this spring. So, let’ s do it right again this year.

Lee Dong-su
Frincipal
Hana Middle Schoo!

(Lesson 1. The Hana monthly?] 9%
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We communicate with actions as well as with words. Even if we
don’t speak, we will still communicate something. We are always
saying something. There is some truth in the old saying, “Actions
speak louder than words.”
Body language is spoken with the movement of our body parts,
and often carries an important message. So it tells a lot about what we

think.
(Lesson 7. Action speak louder than words2) 21%)
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On the other hand, green and blue have a calming and relaxing effect,
while dark gray and hlack create a depressing effect For example, a hlack
bridge over the Thames River in London used to be the place of more
suicides than any other bridge in the area. But the number of suicide
atfempts decreased when 1t was painted green. Perhaps it would have

decreased even more if the bridge had been painted pink.

(Lesson 10. Colors taik2] €134
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