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The Relationship between Middle School Students'
Vocabulary Learning Strategies and

Their Lexical Competence

Younggeum Hwang

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

This study aims at finding out middle school students' vocabulary
learning strategies using surveys. A total of 188 male and female
students took the surveys consisting of 33 items as well as the
vocabulary tests with 40 items. The study also investigated the
influences of vocabulary achievements in regard to their gender. An
analysis of the surveys revealed several important points concerning the
strategies. First, students relied heavily on learning strategies consisting
of asking classmates or friends for the meaning, and they thought it
was helpful to use bilingual dictionaries. Second, in their attempts to
consolidate the retention of a newly acquired word, they strongly
favored using such strategies as studying the spelling and sound of a
word, saying a new word aloud, oral and written repetition, and
studying words continuously. Third, the two gender groups showed
little difference in their use of consolidation strategies, and the higher

achievement learners generally used more diverse strategies than the



lower. Fourth, both teachers and students think that guessing a
meaning from the context in discovery strategies and repetition in
consolidation strategies are important. Above all, the most helpful

strategy, teachers think, is interaction with native speakers.
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smart
movie
region
false
gift

6.elementary

7.
8.
9.

10.

11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

imagine

large

ill
travel

merry
pardon
seek
site
ground

puzzle
subject
vacation
single
battle

wish
receive
main
fantastic
quiet

bright
floor
bench
true
game

basic
guess
first
bored
trip

sad
forgive
find
heart
bow

w heel
job
pond
social
field

change
get
important
famous
quick

afraid
film
carpet
wrong
present

empty
cheer
cool
tall
cash

happy
plant

sound
size
magazine

chain
stage
holiday
only
hall

w ant
put

kind
great
silent

- 57 -

noisy
concert
area
favorite
future

heavy
drop
young
funny
w ay

modern
order
touch
library
earth

quiz
topic
poster
same
bottom

move
repeat
little
strange
warm

thick
center
bug
fall
peace

hard
read
big
sick
station

proud
spend
fever

place

park

farm
joy
museum
ready

w ar

save
visit
real
narrow
tiny



26. case box

27. foolish wise
28. gesture guest
29. begin relay
30. fresh greedy
31. nation country
32. picture photo
[33- 34]

33. heavy - light
reserved - outgoing

34. positive - negative
fortunate - unfortunate

[35- 36]
35. upset scared
36. square circle
[37-40]

period step care

famous careful stupid

motion speed grammar

waste start shoot

new special sw eet

mind hate grade

river board nature
even - odd

noisy - quite

common - unusual
possible - forgettable

?
messy nervous
rectangle radar

37. around or oval flat dish that is used to hold food

plant planet

plate plane

38. the time of day when light first appears in the sky,

before the sun rises
data dawn

deep daylight

39. the ceremony that is held when the body of someone

who has died is buried
festival form

funeral fence

40. the freedom to live your life in the way that you want

right hobby

licence liberty
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