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Discussion of fYamanootoy by Kawabata Yasunari

-Focusing on Change of Singo’s cognizance about death-

Mi Hyean Kim

Graduate School of Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

fYamanooto, is the masterpiece of Kawabata Yasunari. Singo is the hero in
this novel. One day he happened to hear the whisper of mountain. And he
knew from Kikuko that Yasuko’s older sister had heard it before she died.
Then he realized that his death was coming.

Watching beautiful Kikuko, his daughter-in-law, he thought that she was
the illusion of Yasuko’s older sister. In this point of view, the relation between
Yasuko's older sister and Kikuko is an important theme in this novel. Also his
internal fear of death is an important theme.

Singo had 9 dreams, and they showed his mental conflicts. They came from
his self-consciousness and fear of death. And they told us his tenacity for life
through sexual relations that were impossible in real life. But Kikuko's
abortion gave him a turning point. Kikuko, the symbol of real life, produced
death. Therefore her image that represented the real life was destroyed, and
also her image as the illusion of Yasuko's older sister was disappeared.

At the turning point, Singo found the nature which reproduced itself. He

overcame the nothingness of life through the nature. The nature repeats



generations with continual extinction and reproduction. His excessive tenacity
for life were removed through it.

The overcoming of nothingness through nature is also showed in Kawabata
Yasunari’'s other work, 'Husi, . The imperfect and vain meeting between
Sintaro and Misako is changed into the perfect one through the nature. The

theme of 'Husi, is similar with that of Yamanooto, .
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