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A Questionnaire Study on Enhancing English Training Programs for

Elementary School English Teachers:

Focus on the Demands of the Elementary School

English Teachers in Pusan

Hwang, Gyu Soo

Graduate School of Fducation

Pukyong National University

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is first to examine the demands of
elementary school teachers who have for English training courses and

then to suggest ways to improve them. For data collection, the

researcher surveyed and analyzed the teachers’ demands regarding the
English training courses through the use of questionnaires, The
respondents of the questionaire were 79 teachers, who are in charge of
elementary school English education for 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th grades in
Pusan.

The findings are summarized as follows: First, teacher’s views on
and their needs of elementary English training programs is to conduct

English training programs for highly motivated teachers so that the



programs may be effective and there seems to be an urgent need for
placing teachers according to their language proficiency levels and they
wanted to be placed the classes according to their English competency
level and providing them with the right to choose the subjects they
want to take.

Second, it was found out that teachers, who have taken English
training courses previously expressed a strong desire to take advanced
courses, such as overseas training programs, special on the—jop training
courses, thereafter, and preferred courses that last for more than 120
hours. In addition, they wanted trainers to teach them in English, not
in Korean.

Third, the elementary school English teachers in the survey have
shown that they wish to learn English focused on the subjects through
which they can improve their communication skills, while in terms of
teaching methods, they wanted the subjects such as games, plays,
songs, chants and role plays, that are applicable in many ways and
stimulate students’ interest.

Lastly, teachers in the survey seemed to be reluctant to accept the
policy regarding the evaluation of teachers based on the TOEIC scores.
The policy need to be reviewed again.

In conclusion we are facing the reality of having to open education to

Lthe outside world, so English training courses for teachers should be

reinforced to ensure the specialty of elementary school English.

_vi_
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