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An Analysis of the Vocabularies

in Elementary School English Textbooks

Ok-young Ha

Major in Elementary English
Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the English
textbooks of Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 in elementary school. It
analyzed the reflection rate of basic vocabulary, the number
of new vocabularies in each unit, frequency of the
vocahulary, distribution and vocabulary by subject.

The following are the results of the study.

First, basic vocabulary reflection rate in the English
textbooks of Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 was as follows; Grade 3-
90.0%, Grade 4- 86.6%, Grade 5~ 85.8%, and Grade 6-
80.2%. Generally, they reflected basic vocabulary faithfully.

Second, the number of new vocabularies was 90 in Grade

3, and 82 in Grade 4. It showed that they introduced



vocabulary properly considering that the 7th Curriculum
specified the number of vocabularies that should be dealt
with in each Grade was 80 to 120. Grade 5 introduced 127
new vocabularies and Grade 6 introduced 108 new
vocabularies. Although they introduced the proper number of
vocabularies, which was specified as 90 to 130 in the 7th
Curriculum, the number of vocabularies the students should
learn 1n each unit was too different according to the unit.

Third, the frequency and distribution of vocabularies in
Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 in elementary school were low. In
particular, in Grade 4, there were 49 frequency I
vocabularies(45.4%), and 97 distribution 1 vocabularies
(89.8%). Therefore, it is concluded that the frequency and
the distnbution have not been considered enough when
selecting vocabularies for English textbooks.

Fourth, vocabularies related to individual, home and life
showed a low frequency and distribution in Grades 3, 4, 5
and 6 in  elementary  school  English  textbooks.
Vocabularies used frequently in everyday life are very
important  vocabularies  to  enhance the communication

capabilities of elementary school students. Therefore, it is
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desirable to Introduce those important vocabularies 1n

English texthooks with high frequency and distribution.
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It would be impossible to learn a language through
without vocabularv-without words. One could learn
ahout language through some symbol system which
would demonstrate relations and how they are realized,



but this would be like examining the skeletal remains
of a dinosaur and believing that one had actually
encountered the creature. Language 1s not dry bones. Tt
15 a living growing entity, clothed in the flesh of
words.  (Rivers, 1981 162)
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(1) Afarof Al WBFAR2000): "ol sk Qo] Abgwis o) E 4
GPoolw Fape] WE e ARS 2o eAMUE Rol w2 ¢
e I [ ST Y e

(2) Webster's Third New International Dictionary(1974):

I. A list of words and phrase, alphabetically arranged and

explained or defined,

o~

A sum or stock of words employed by a language group,
individual, or in a field of knowledge or study, or the

like.(Webster's Third New International Dictionary, 1974: 2854)

(3) American Heretage Dictionary(1985): a sound or combination
of sounds, or its representation in writing or printing, that
symbolizes and communicates a meaning and may consist of

a single morpheme or of a combination of morphemes.

(4) Key concepts on English and linguistics(1999): a linguistic
unit typically larger than a morpheme but smaller than a

phrase.

(5} English Dictionary for advanced learners(2001): a single unit
of language that can be represented in writing or speech. In
English, a word has a space on cither side of it when it is

written.
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The rate of progress on the part of the student will
depend  very  largely on the manner in which the
vocabulary 1s graded. Twenty five well-chosen words
will form more useful sentences than many people
believe: with 500 wecll-chosen words incredibly large
number of valuable sentences can be formde. (Palmer,
1974: 68).
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Although  scholars  have learned much  about
vocabulary, and although yvou should learn as much as
vou can about their finding, remember this: The
student who has mastered a large vocabulary is not
necessarily the student who can speak, read, and write
the language effectively. In fact, as Fries has said, we
may find real command of a language - its patterns of

sounds and of grammar within a very vocabulary.
(Stevick, 1957 56)

9l & Wel €a A A HimA Fgolg gy Hoes Tepar
i, & S o Aol ofudr, F 9lare] 5SS $3 o] 3] Al Al
QoA 7R3 F Qs A BEdad we ofHuteE §83 459



VAR AR E Aol dhuhiz Alojrt

el R AR5 o3 el W addel tiete] thgut 2ol
ot}

Wik o ofwl elofe] mato] shEe 3P o9
qg zhn gk wge we s o 207 whol A
T g gdvka @k el slste] SRk ofe] 4
G oS WS A Brw B wg ohe)
19 Mew @e golth slupEhd swe] dEAE o
Woh 44 A delRn e GALE &7 & F2
7% o] wWEelth (143, 1998 330)

R F wol % 2E Aol FaW Aol ofUel FEF 459
ARAel ol g AME 4 glelok ek Aolth x¥eta gofa
50 BuEE S /24 AL FUE e Fi gon
2 1249 JolB oldlalm AW 4 ot JEAe oA ¢4
qow HAe] FEAw B £7L neled oAFE §E

25 o3 HAA 7+

ol 5 Al gk sz ShAwlvl okike] eolrl A wE o) § 4
ol A3SE A ¥ Thorndike & Lorge(1944)%= ©}3 M Aol &
N9 MIEE TOoLE HdASE 7|&o 3 Aok}, Huebener(1959)=

A A AE weel gl AgH olFel AFHoF sy,



Aytel et AFE HE7E =2 1S A4 Muls 8 Fagl
th Mackey(1965)3= st =b7} 2 a = o, A4 s Al8sh= o3&

A A s ol sk AR 3 A AEx of @ 57}A F=A
L4 afj oF dell A

£
!

g

O

s
=
1
23
22
[ed

L
I'O
204
d
oo
2

1o
=
julpg
ol
-~

A58 Stk Haveraft(1978)
o dwbd o w Aol o] AlgE = o3 Aol duxt s}
T ORETE HERAE 7 2l ojF], A qfEo] AEE L o3
T AAstodof g Tl

Robinett(1978)< 21 stabzol Al A3ta o7 WaEs oho)
ol w48kl

The following categories of lexical items appear to
be generally appropriate for most students early in the
language learning experience: numbers(to tell time and
age), color, kinship terms, body part, days of the week,
month of the vear, foods. (Robinett, 1978: 33-34)
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What vocabulary to learn is a very difficult question.

The obvious answer 18! the words must frequently
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used in the language. Many efforts have been made to
establish  frequency  counts  of  words  of  various
language.... This question of range of occurrence must
also be kept in mind. Many considerations like these
make frequency counts a difficulty and  often
unsatisfactory undertaking. (Rivers, 1981: 476-482)
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album, banana, bench, blouse, bus, butter, cake, card, centre,
cheese, chocolate, coat, coffee, computer, crayon, cup, dollar, fork,
group, hamburger, hiking, ice cream, juice, medal, news, orangec,
party, pen, plano, pin, pizza, radio, ribbon, robot, salad, shirt, sign,
skate, soup, sports, supermarket, sweater, tape, taxi, team, tomato,
truck, video, violin.
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yucky, vummy

baschall, cloudy, hundred, notcbook, teacher, o’clock,
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eraser, great, run, ski, cap, draw,
1 H(11.196)
evervone, panls, shoe, sunny
2 dance, jump, face 3(3.3%)
3 dad, lunch, time, kangaroo 4(4.4%)
4 outside. stand, up 3(3.3%)
5 fly, sure, make, close 44.4%)
grape, here, ruler, that, glove, so,
6~10 wait, snowman, welcome, wow, 16(17.8%)
down, hungry, sit. fish, bear, go
the, name, come, help, on, swim,
cold, sorry, put, rain, snow, small,
11-20 for, mom, at, look, open, touch, 27(30%)
please, chicken, let, many, pig,
too, big, cow, how
bye, hello, OK, what, birthday,
2130 11(12.296)
happy, no, wash, not, ves, have
31-40 hi, oh, this 3(3.3%)
41-50 alan), thank 2(2.2%)
51 60 Ccan 1(1.19%)
61 70 do 1(1.1%)
71-80 like 1(1.19%)
3190 it 1(1.196)
01 o}af you, I, be 3(3.3%)
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bed, breakfast, bike, black, blue,
brown, brother, candy, cute, day,
l doll, hot, mother, notebook, pencil 22(26.8%)
case, pink, stop, table, tennis,
there, white, very
classroom, evening, flower, in,
2 Mrs, rice, see, strong, sister. 10(12.29%)
yvellow
) afternoon, beautiful, color, dinner,
3 , ) 10(12.29)
king, Mr, oops, red, school, tired
all, bird, boy, baseball, basketball,
4 cloudy, friend, girl, pretty, soccer, 11(13.4%)
teacher
5 hundred, late, now, sick, year 5(6.196)
bat, bad, badminton, father,
6~10 green, know, much, morning, 11(13.496)
ouch. right, o’clock
) good, he, puppy, play, weather, o
11-20 6(7.3%)
watch
21-30 old, she 2(2.4%%)
3140 meet, nice, to, want, who 5(6.1%)
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" ) angry, from, headache, love,
prince, song, goal, box, elevator,
rock, hospital, middle, pardon,
| night, busy, gl'ue, try, .backyflrd, 34(26.8%)
cook, spoon, dish, cousin, enjoy,
favorite, river, buy, movie,
together, windy, grandpa, holiday,
B job, people, stav ]
egg, bookcase, elephant, picnic,
church, jusi':, problem,  back, 91(16.5%)
2 short, camping, paper, ready,
scissors, sock, full, rice, use, zoo,
free, everywhere, again
really, cat, math, hurry, city,
. idea, nuss, ear, .giasscs, hair, 16(12.69%)
long, lesson, knife, telephone,
then, potato
4 science, .bail, sky, s'tudy, singer, 97 19%)
ahead, kitchen, fun, listen
5 well, mu-sn:, way, fork, cleam, H55%)
future, with
fine, home, TV, under, over,
bank, left, every, homework,
610 uncle, st'lopping, chOpsti.ck's, more, 99(17 3%)
some, kick, bathroom, livingroom,
museum, speak, must, wvacation,
- visit )
about, we, excuse, tower,
1190 wonderful, straight, turm, get, 14(11.2%)
boat, bedroom, house, park,
L vesterday, join
2130 loday, tall, sound 3(2.4%)
4150 where 1{0.8%)
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elementary, ask, cool, leaf, letter,
season, date, lucky, melon, same,
watermelon, cola, drink, food, vet,
doctor, driver, singer, Mt, sleep,
grandfather, mouse, rabbit, tiger,
guitar, soon, show, bucket, talk,

hold, move, paint, pass, earache,
hope, present, worry, eat, fox, pie
stomachache, invite, model, away,

plane, snake, turkey, write, cookie

49(45.4)%

Q]

near, restaurant, feel, helicopter,
sandwich, honey, already, heavy,
ride, musical, tomorrow, airplane,

car

13(12.4%)

between, delicious, thirsty, nurse,

read, trip, lhittle, surprise

8(7.4%)

building, winter, concert, aunt,

grandmother

5(4.6%)

behind, office, post, toy, warm,

last, change, officer, police

9(8.3%)

6~10

bookstore, corner, ma’am, sir,
street, fall, expensive, may, pilot,

fast, congratulation

11(10.2%)

11-20

floor, spring, summer, when,

why, water, work, course, of,

because, off

11(10.2%)

21 30

than

1(9.3%)

101-110

will

1(9.3%6)
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& oA rAdske] 3,4, 5, 69 doaiale] i AR o35
A AR Py o3, B, S e vl oF), Al

el AbS ARl gl s o3 g

A ofF, oA, FAE A, %Wl KR G B S R
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E 16>, <3 17>e A A &kl

<E 13> AL - b A pe o)

A |

syl o 3 o3}
cap, glove, pants, apple, chicken, fish, grape, lunch,
3 eve, hand, mouth, nose, pear, dad, mom, face, shoe, 18

birthday

cap, watch, candy, rice, bed, breakfast, dinner,
o’clock, brother, father, mother, sister, table

bathroom, bedroom, bookcase, cook, cousin, dish,
ear, egg, fork, glasses, hair, home, house, Kkitchen,
o | knife, grandpa, living room 27
potatoes, rice, uncle, chopsticks, glasses, sock,

backyard, TV, spoon, telephone

aunt, bucket, car, cola, cookie, delicious, drink, cat,
6 food, grandfather, grandmother, honey, melon, pie, 19

sandwich, water, watermelon, turkey, sleep
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e FAd dizk 3% A" gebdel A o7 He o
o] of F7F AAFN e F2 B #Ask o3 Wl

<HE 14> St A 3y o] §)

kg ol 3 o 5
3 bag, book, pencil, ruler, chair, desk, Wihdow, N
B name
eraser, school, classroom, teacher, friend, boy,
4 girl, color, green, notebook, vpencil case, red, 18

white, brown, pink, yellow, blue, black

ghie, paper, science, study, vacation. homework,

lesson, math, music,

6 elementary, floor 2
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3 hello, bye, hi, sorry, thank, welcome, OK 7
4 Mr. Mrs. 2
- church, elevator, excuse, bank, city, tower, 12
‘) - . -

hospital, park, museum, visit, job, join

invite, letter, ma’am, congratulations, SIr,
6 restaurant, postoffice, bookstore, huilding, 17
)
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present
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3 swim, skate, ski, dance, 4

badminton, baseball, basketball, bat, bike, soccer,

bat, play, doll, strong, tennis, sick, ball, kick

ball, boat, camping, enjoy, favorite, free,

o

headache, holiday, hospital, listen, picnic, TV, 17

shopping, vacation, movie, song, singer

airplane, earache, guitar, musical, paint, plane, ride,

stomachache, trip, concert, cold
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4 cloudy, day, hot, weather, afternoon, evening, 1
moining, bird, flower | vear, puppy,
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today, night, yesterday
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Fo3shd ofojui Al WARE Ama] RE
el ° d A
1 be, bye, hello, hi, I, name 6
) alan), eraser, it, OK, oh, ruler, sorry, thank, that, this, 12
what, you
3 | birthday, dad, for, happy, mom, welcome, wow 7
. at, close, down, face, hungry, look, no, open, please, sit, 14
stand, touch, up, wash
- chicken, do, fish, grape, here, like, lunch, not, time, too, 1
D
ves
" bear, big, cow, go, have, how, kangaroo, let, many, pig, 13
)
small, so, the
- can, come, dance, fly, great, help, jump, on, run, ski, 13
swim, wait
g cap, cold, draw, everyone, glove, make, outside, pants, 14
put, rain, shoe, snow, snowman, sunny
Al 90

_52_



<4%ha A & 2 ol F] x>

w AP ol WAE AT 2

v o] 3 M

] cloudy, day, hot, king, know, meet, Mr, Mrs, nice, see, 13
teacher, to, weather

) beautiful, bird, classroom, flower, good, in, oops, ouch, 10
rice, watch

afternoon, evening, friend, morning, much, old, strong,

very, year

4 | bed, breakfast, dinner, late, now, o'clock, school 7

r boy, brother, father, girl, he, mother, pretty, puppy, right, 2
5 .
she, sister, who

6 bat, color, cute, green, notebook, pencil case, red, white o]

all, bad, badminton, bascball, basketball, play, sick,

soccer, table, tennis, tired

, bike, black, blue, brown, candy, doll, hundred, stop, 12
there, want, pink, vellow
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@l e = h
1 about, angry, egg, fine, from, headache, home, love, 12
prince, really, song, well
2 | cat, goat, math, music, science, today, we 7
3 | ball, bookcase, box, hurry, TV, under, where 7
city, elephant, elevator, excuse, idea, over, picnic, rock, .
4 12
sky, tall, tower, wonderful
5 bank, church, hospital, just, left, middle, miss, pardon, 12
' problem, straight, turn, way
6 | back, every, get, homework, night, study 6
7 | ear, glasses, hair, long, short, singer, uncle 7
3 busy, camping, lesson, paper, ready, scissors, shopping, 3
sound -
9 | boat, glue, sock 3
10 ahead, chopsticks, fork, full, knige, mare, rice, some, try, 10
use
11 | clean, kick 2
19 backyard, bathroom, bedroom, cook, future, house, 10
kitchen, living room, spoon, dish
cousin, cnjoy, favorite, fun, museum, park, rtiver,
13 10
telephone, vesterday, zoo
14 | buy, free, listen, movie, speak, then 8]
15 | everywhere, join, must, potato, together, windy 8]
6 again, grandpa, holiday, job, people, stay, vacation, visit, 9
with - )
2l 127
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<63hd Al 1} o] F %>
ke ol wAE A=A §F
gl o] & e
1 elementary, floor 2
5 ask, behind, between, bookstore, building, corner, ma’am, 14
near, office, post, restaurant, sir, street, toy
3 cool, fall, feel, leaf, letter, season, spring, summer, warm, 10
winter
4 | concert, date, last, lucky, when, why 6
5 | car, change, cxpensive, helicopter, may, melon, -
watermelon
6 | cola, delicious, drink, food, sandwich, thirsty, water 7
7 | doctor, driver, nurse, officer, pilot, police, singer, work 8
8 | grandmother, Mt., read, ride, trip, will 6
9 1 little 1
10 course, fast, grandfather, mouse, of, rabbit, surprise, 9
' tiger, than '
11 | guitar, musical, show, talk, tomorrow 5
12 | airplane, bucket, heavy, hold, honey, move, paint, pass 3
1 aunt, because, earache, hope, present, soon, stomachache, Q
" worry )
14 eat, fox, invite, model, off, pie, plane, snake, turkey, 10
7‘_ write - o
15 | already, away, cookie, sleep, yet H
16 | congratulations, same 2
Al 108
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a/an, able, about, absent, across, act, address, afternocon
again ago, air, airplane/plane, airport, all, alone, always,
a/AM., and, animal, another, answer, ant, any, apple, arm,
around, arrive, as, ask, at, aunt, away

33

baby, back, backward, bad, bag, ball, balloon, bank,
basket, bat, be, bean, bear, beautiful, because, become,
bed, bee, beef, before, begin, behind, bell, belt, between,
bicycle/bike, big, bird, black. blanket, blue, boat, body,
book, boot, borrow, both, bottle, bowl, hox, hoy, bread,
break, breakfast, bring, brother, brown, brush, but, buy,
by, bye

call, can, candy, cap, car, carry, cat, catch, chair, chalk,
change, cheap, check, chess, chest, chicken, child, chin,
church, city, class, clean, clock, close, clothes, cloud, cold,
color/colour, comb, come, cook, cookie/cookey, cool, corner,
count, country, cousin, cover, cow, cry, cut, cute

42

dad/daddy, dance, dark, daughter, day, deep, dentist, desk,
die, dinner, dirty, dish, do, doctor/Dr., dog, doll, dolphin,
door, down, draw, drink, drive, drv, duck

24

each, ear, carly, east, easy, cal, egg, either, elephant, end,
enjoy, cvening, every, excuse, expensive, eyve

o

16

face, fall, family, far, farm, fast, fat, father, field, find, fine,
finger, finish, fish, flag, floor, flower, fly, follow, food,

foot, for, fox, free, friend, frog, from, front, fruit, full, fun
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pocket, point, police, poor, pork, post, potato, pretty,

problem, pull, puppy, purple, push, put

B o] 4 s
garden, get, girl, give, glad, glass, go, goat, gold, good,

G grandma/grandmother, grandpa/grandfather, gray/grey, | 16
great, green, grow

| hair, half, hand, happy, hard, hat, hate, have, he, head,
heavy, helicopter, hello, help, here, hi, high, hobby, hold,

H i 28
home, hope, horse, hospital, hot, hour, house, how,
hungry

1 I idea, if, ill, in, inside, into, it 8

] jacker, jam, jean, jump, just 5

K keep, kill, kind, king, kitchen, knee, knife, know 8
lady, lamp, land, late, laugh, learn, left, leg, lesson, let,

L letter, life, light, like, lion, lister, little, live, long, look, | 24
loud, love, low, lunch
mad, mail. make, man, many, map, market, may,
maybe, meat, meet, milk, minute, mirror, miss/Miss,

M mom/mommy, money, monkey, month, morning, mother, | 31
mouse, mouth move, movie, Mr, Mrs, Ms, much,
music, must
name, near, neck, need, nephew, never, new, nice, niece,

N night, no/nope, noon, north, nosc, not, now, number, 13
nurse

o of, off, office, often, oh, okay/OK, old, on, once, open, 5

' or, other, out, outside, over
page, painl, pants, paper, parent, park, pass, pay, pear,

p ‘ pencil, people, pepper, person, pick, pig, play, please, a1
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queen, question, quick, quite

rabbit, rain, rcad, ready, rectangle, red, refrigerator/fridge, rest,

rice, rich, ride, right, ring, river, road, room, round, run

18

sad, safe, same, sandwich, say, school, sea, season, seat, see,
sell, send, set, shall, she, ship, shoe, shop, short, shoulder,
shout, show, sick, side, sing, sister, sit, skirt, sky, sleep, slow,
small, smile, snake, snow, so, soap, soccer, sock, some, son,
song, sorry, sour, south, speak, spoon, spring, square, stairs,
stand, star, start, station, stay, stop, store, story, street, street,
strong, student, study, subway, sugar, summer, sun, supper,

sure, sweet, swim, switch

72

tahle, take, talk, tall, tea, teach, telephone/phone, television/TV,
tell, tennis, than, thank, that, the, then, there, they, thick, thin,
think, thirsty, this, through, thumb, tie, tiger, time, tired, to,
today, toe, together, toilet, tomorrow, tonight, too, tooth, towel,

town, toy, train, tree, triangle, true, try, turn

46

ugly, uncle, under, understand, until, up, use

vegetable, very, visit

wait, walk, want, warm, wash, watch, water, way, we, weak,
wear, week, welcome, well, west, what, when, where, which,
white, who, why, wide, will, wind, window, winter, with,

woman, word, work, world, worry, wow, write, wrong

vard, ves/veah/yvup, vear, vellow, yesterday, vou, young

zebra, zero, zoo

2|
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