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Comparison and Analysis of Revision of Competition
Rules of T aekwondo

Seok-Ryong Seo

Graduate School o Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

Taekwondo has been developed as an international top sport, promoting the
national prestige and functioning as the non-governmental diplomat. It has
undergone nine revisions in WTF competition rules since WTF competition
rules were first established in 1973.

This research shows how Taekwondo competition rules have been developed
and how it affects the growth of modern Taekwondo. Therefore this research
has come to the conclusions as followings on the basis of the procedure of the
competition, competing power, safety and interest.

First, the Purpose of Competition Rules
The purpose of competition rules is to manage fairly, systematically and
smoothly all matters ensuring the application of standardized rules.

Second, the Procedure of the Competition

The referee shall submit the scorecard to the jury after the close of the
competition. In case there is an objection to a referee judgement, an official
delegate of the team must submit the application for re-evaluation of decisions.
He may summon the judge and confirm the events ensuring the strict
judgement. Tournament and League series was carried out and a repechage
was made. The protest against the decision before the end of the match shall
not be made. The referee may declare the competitors minus one point if the
competitor violates the rules and exclude the interference with the progress
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and undesirable acts. When a contestant has an injury, the referee shall
determine to suspect or continue the contest. Any contestant suffering K.O as
the result of a blow to the head will not be allowed to compete for the next
30 days. Any use or administration of drugs or chemical substances described
in the WTF anti-doping by laws is prohibited. The WTF may carry out any
medical testing. If a contestant has committed a breach of this rule or refused
to undergo this testing shall be disqualified, removed from the final standings
or invalidated. T he introduction of graduated marking system leads to effective
and reasonable decisions.

Third, Competition Area

The competition Area is extended from 8mx 8m into 12mx 12m in metric
system, enabling contestants to play on a larger area. The competition area
shall be covered with an elastic mat, ensuring the safety of contestants.

Fourth, the costume for Contestants

The contestants shall wear a WTF-approved uniform and trunk protector,
head protector, groin guard, forearm, and skin guards and groin guard,
forearm, and skin guards shall be worn inside T aekwondo uniforms, ensuring
the safety of contestants.
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