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An Analysis of the Cultural Elements in Korean and Japanese
Middle School English Textbooks

Kam, Heejung

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

Language is a product of its socio-cultural environment. It 1S
impossible to tcach a language without culture because language and
culture are inseparable. Lcarning culture makes understanding language
casier.

In this study 1 examined the -cultural clements presented in the
randomly selected middle school text books of Korea and Japan. The
analysis of the cultural elements of the textbooks proceeded in the
following two steps:

First, the middle school textbooks of Korea and Japan were analyzed
on the basis of the nationality background such as Korean cultural
background, American  cultural  background, Canadian cultural
background, Australian cultural background, the cultural background of
non ‘English speaking countries, universal cultural background and
contrastive cultural background. The most dominant cultural background

in Korean textbooks turned out to be the universal cultural background,

- il -



which consists of 30%, while Japanese text books placed the most
weight on the Japanese cultural background, which accounts for 14%.
All the middle school text books showed more American cultural
background than that of the rest of countries. It means the students in
both countries have more chances to learn American cultures.

Second, cultural eclements in the textbooks were also analyzed
according to the fields of culture such as spiritual culture, material
culture, and behavioral culture. The spiritual culture showed the highest
ratio of 38.29% in text books of Korea, while the behavioral culture was
given the most weight on text books of Japan, which accounts for
37.1%.

To conclude, the textbooks need to contain a greater variety of
cultural clements in order to form a culturally balanced education and
to provide stronger motivation for the students to learn and become

interested in English and different cultures.
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