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An Error Analysis on English Compositions of

Korean College Students

Mi-Young Na

Graduate School of Education

Pukyong National University

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the errors that Korean college
students make in English composition. The theoretical study is based on a
contrastive analysis hypothesis, an error analysis, and an interlanguage.

The materials for this thesis were collected from 37 Korean college students
who had taken a screen English course. They were asked to write an essay in
class with the title of ‘Introduce your best friend’.

The errors that students made were classified according to two points of
views: grammatical categories and sources of errors. First, the errors were
divided into six domains such as a noun phrase, a verb phrase, a clause and a
sentence, a propositional phrase, an adjective phrase, and other common errors.
Fach domain consisted of several sub-categories. Second, the errors were
analyzed in terms of interlingual and intralingual errors.

Where grammatical categories were concerned, students made the greatest
number of errors in the determiners-and, in particular, the articles—of a noun
phrase domain. The second greatest number of errors involved the use of
incorrect tense, awkward expression, inappropriate vocabulary, verb
complement, and word order problems.

It is said that the early stage of language learning is characterized by a



predominance of interlingual errors, but as the learner acquires more of the
target language, an increasing number of intralingual errors manifest
themselves. However, the result of this analysis showed that college students
made similar number of errors in both intalingual errors (48.5%) and
interlingual errors (51.5%). There was no statistical difference between the two
kinds of errors. Although Korean students have learned English for a long
time, they still make a number of interlingual errors, such as the omission of
an article. It seems that the learners’ native language affects English
acquisition, especially in the EFL situation where they are not exposed to
natural English.

On the basis of learners’ frequent errors, teachers should help students,
focusing on both fluency and accuracy in order to prevent them from

continually repeating the same errors.
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g NG AT wo] b 1UGeldw, F BY % wol Fi 109
oAt ol wol i Sgabel B Hol wdsw Uk e feb

ooAZbRYh R 38 wA g who] ol

1 vhe] 4 (w) = g (s) o F Tl 3 (w/s)
| 4947 486 | 102
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4.7%, WAL 21%, WARFW o) ol 056% % VERRTE R 4= AR

,21_



Q5 A Aol
E A HAFY 27 2 FHESSY H| 2
T v en 4 | Mace
AT }
1) sHAAL (AL Z—!, 71 Eh) 123 IQQ%
2 m_l{;imﬁ/x = 2 4
3 _ 13 20%
) AR ol 3 05% |
/ﬂ o ) - 1()877 W 27.2%
gt b 3sE @ F F 123705 dAPVE 1759%, A-fAo] 2.3%, VIE}
AL 02963 VERRETE #ALS] 95 Foll At AEFE e 9 [Tt ssobA
vhabe]l Abekel 126%5, S1 FollAl Hdakatel Alebo] 74%, dikatel A
eko] 52% % ihepwtrl 3 5y dHAAS] o4 WA Adfelrh
#E 5 SHHAIY 27 2 S FY d|
PR SN | sheln 2 05 & Mo
AJ}} ; - R
7(1) *&A} 108 17.5%
o : (D 'tFXé %’“} 8 -‘jﬁk(omission) 46 7777.4"0
@ A3 ’“P ﬁE e ( 0m18510n) 7 %é” 777"32;/07
| @ FAAL & ‘i*}ﬁ (misuse) | 12 1.9%
i :;?-1')_ o]J’_;]' ‘J SN ’\}Jq- mlsusc) 9 13%
\ GV 2 7H1nsert1()n) 8 1.3%
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® A4 H 7Hinsertion) } 1 1 0.2%}
(2) =74 | | - 714;7 | 2.3%
@ e s 1 02/0 4
A 77 13 199%
o AR kel Al et e fs R A AR vERE
Q.5e] o Eolth
1) gHAAL
ALl @i AL 5ok AR o5, Ve A e iE 2 EE
c}.
(1) A 257
WA pabel Agbabel Aekwl ARALE, 12 @ 47hE gl
SRR EXE L
SEsbbg AL hell 2 RAl aang AeFE 2 golu
ZH 11 © He speaks English as well as foreigner.
— He speaks English as well as a foreigner.
A5 13 1 1 think that she is very nice girl.

£

of-

— | think that she is a very nice girl.

@ g A

)

=

dol @4 WAL, AeAE Ao

AL 7 5olut,

A

9 : He is good at playing guitar.

— He is good at playing the guitar.
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5 21 ¢ We graduated from same school.

— We graduated from the same school.

@ AL HEALR
H skl thes Aok s ould AwAE Mok sk,
T HAL a/ans AR AFRZE ADg-olth
2 28 ¢ It is very meaningful to be a best friend to somebody.
— It is very meaningful to be the best friend to
somebody.
A 30 ¢ A teacher told me this was not a test.

— My teacher told me this was not a test.

@ AIHAE FRARE

a/ang 27 2HAL Mok e, AR thed BE ALEH A
$-olth,
27 25 1 1 regard meeting the good friend as a fortune in my life.
— | regard meeting a good friend as a fortune in my life.
A 35 ¢ We go to the same university, although the majors are
different.

— We go to the same university, although our majors are

different.
ol

QxbAl7} Basta) ke Wb ol the® H7HSE 2ol

2+ 12 0 1 call her by the cell phone.
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— | call her by cell phone.

32 ¢ One of the girls who goes to the Kyung-sung

S

University.
—(One of the girls who goes (o Kyung-sung

University.

2R 26 : T thought we had to get a something very special.

— I thought we had to gel something very special.

2% 6 ¢ It's my first time that I stayed in a foreign country.
— It's the first time that 1 stayed in a foreign country.
2# 7 We always came back home and did homework together.
— We always came back home and did our homework

together.

(3) 7VEF AHAF 9.5

A 12 0 She told me that [ hoped to have a good time for this

—_ 25_



year.

— She told me that I hoped to have a good time for that vear.

2) YA w8

GEgAL DAt e B5YAE ALY BEuab)l B Aeo
VRS At gAREe] gRol ofslo] siganh g Aol

Az A AHall, both), §-AAHthis, these), = &-8AM(many, much)¢ =
Atel g mAd Al sidet: Adg-olth
k- 17 @ It was difficult for me to make friend.
— It was difficult for me to make friends.
2 13 @ She is very kind , so many man like her.

— She 1s very kind , so many men like her.

3) AL
dojol A= ALAGEANTE Qi dhalel AL AL Aol wel s
oot o] og AR 2 gl
- 22 0 1 don’t meet he.
— | don’t meet him.

ZH- 29 1 Both of we went to the same high school.

— Both of us went to the samc high school.

4) AT o]

At EAHE BUE AT welE 1) ool 4R a3
Foluh obel AE 209N AT AAAGAE Fwd Gabrel Al Both we

1= Both of us7} = % @0l A9k We both'e 7}sdl7] o thrEA}9

~
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O
=

hi

4% g 9 Rel PRAA @u oo oFz RRstAL
— She 1s my real best friend.
b 20 @ Both we went to different high schools.

— We both went to different high schools.

422 AT

FAagtet el oAl R FHEES Yire] WSt
complement)ol ¢t FAFS} 1 FAME HFE] i AXANY EEAbA #4A
¥l gEo|th bes Al FEZ bed At Ak Hrks ohEdoh

A e e RE F 48R HA S AlAVE 125%, FAFRAEO]
55%, ‘Fdgst SALFE 7L 3.7%, bes ARt 1.8%, WA IS Bl 7F 05%%

hehd ek 69 BALTEe] QA Aol

E 6. SATY 2F o 2HESY S

g9 2y a o & W&
51 . 7 T
D g e A 7 125%
2) AR (V(I‘b (()mplemené) ) 34 | %730/;
D v wag o3 ame
. A}_Mg B
5) %4 5a o) 3 0.5%
A s | 239
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g Aol By ATl et e fel ofel

wAl em vy b @i AlAlE 27 Sl E5de) Al EA A

o7l siEch obefel @ 201z s e AAF olslstA

2= 1 @ He is a schoolmate of my elementary school.

— He was a schoolmate of my elementary school.

N

~
~] :

i
[\]
Q]

. I feel as if she is my mom or elder sister.

— | feel as if she were my mom or elder sister.

A Ha R S dAAME AdEe AL F AME, & BE8s d
AARE HUbek WS- ZRE FEA e o 7)ol Lk
(1) sA7F M Qs sk dAxAp Aefolu} ALE QR
= 15 ¢ Now he stays China.

— Now he stays in China.

2
,.4_!_-

- 22 ¢ Ji-sook and Lee-kang look for happy.

— Ji—sook and Lee-kang look happy.

(2) BAF + A S5
2R 27 ¢ She wants a teacher that tcaches students in an
clementary school.
— She wants to be a tcacher that teaches students in an
clementary school.

ZH= 30 © The best choice is avoid its attraction if possible.
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— The best choice is to avoid its altraction if possible.

ake) Fejsk wAstel A1RY Aol -ingth ot AL, edtAel
ing?l WS 2L T o wde AR Bd SARAE S 2

Folvk. HERE ofn At A agh REAbE A BarE SARY 31A

“‘L\"‘
el
\V]
[NV
wm

she calling me sometimes.
— She calls me sometimes.
k5 30 : This terrible speed made me exciting.

— This tlerrible speed made me excited.

4) be TAF
be A Bt el QS A FAE gl HES BEAL, B
AL Gl beBAE HARAA B ES wE Aol
(1) be A A<k
ZHE 20 1 It about five years ago.
— [t was about five years ago.
27 30 :© Both he and I interested in the motorcycle made in
Japan.

— Both he and 1 were interested in the motorcycle made

In Japan.

(2) be A A7}

ZHE 17 © I'm first met him at ten years old.
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— [ first met him at ten years old.

A3 20 ¢ She is sit in front of me.
— She sat in front of me.
5) A4 23
HE E5ste] sHE Mo & o FEHE 2AY FEHE Aof
& o] sEHE = o]},
AR5 22 0 Ji sook’s mother is loved me very much.
— Ji-sook’s mother loves me very much.
- 32 I didn’t know the atmosphere that was surrounded

Su -voung elementary school.
— [ didn't know the atmosphere that was surrounding

Su-voung elementary school.

423 v+ E

Bgrz e A A% #4 godd dAY ofE et 2y
Homis v A, BAAR A, Fol BA WAA, FA EF, A
AR, Fol-dol WelA wAAE, BTG oo oW AR BR
2k

gzl BE ef: F IHME LY GG ojwo] 52%, ¥F Ado]
37%, Fol BAL BOIXTE 36%, HALh WAV} 329, Fof mo] B
b 29%, AN 2.8%, FAL EE 21%, FEAE Aol 16%% U
bk 7 B4 ael SR Aoy,
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2] ] B 01 (%)
et
l) B gt 01 T 7 732 H.2%
D vF A o3 37%
D Fol-ga BAX S 26%
“.4) 7 *}9} *} rL | 20 3.2%
3) .—] 01_43_01 . Q} 4 U R 18_ 1. 2900
6;_)_ A *P—* | | 1’7 2.8%
ooEAEE |1 2% |
8) *frj—%“c;%'f A< 10 1.6%
' ’ 155 5.1%
b2 gt @S A HEhd 2 §e] diEolt
g ekl o
sAkel FAbe] A BE oot N Hojel HAHoete] RAFSE of &
SEghsto] AR ool 2R e 9ol
A 8 ¢ We can’t meet usually each other.
— We can’t often meel each other.
2H& 23 ¢ That makes hard her mind
— That makes her mind hard.
v A4
Bgrkel Aol wh AR oldl AR AL FEAW AAG S Fa



A97k o7l S aeh ER AEA glo] wolzk vdd 9

2 26 ¢ We didn't often meet. Because we went to different high

schools.

— We didn't often meet, because we went to different

high schools.

(2) BEAF AT 2 HEALE

ZHE 31 It needs a lot of money time.

Folsh BAbe] £ BUA BAR BpFold UiFAE AgAAY ¢
Golo] HAEAE ALEH 2ol

A5 4 1 We does many things together.
— We do many things together.
- 23 ¢ She go to Dong-ju university.

— She goes to Dong-ju university.

4) Arsh oAb
SAb ALASl RA @iz AHTIE AL Ul RAE PAHTE
e el

ZHi- 8 ¢ She will come to Busan a few days later.
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— She will come to Busan in a few days.

AHE 26 After then, we didn't meet sometimes.

- After then, we didn’t often meet.

5) Tol- Kol FAA
Folsh mojel & BUX FAlZ wWATY WA w/Fdn P
Gowabel B/ oRE T WA FAee 9A B4, B4, F
g gabshe] WolAE Wala, of A= wolst Fole] feb @A) ok
et}
Zh- 7 ¢ When 1 was fifteen years old, we became classmate.

5 27 : We were member in a circle.

— We were members in a circle.

) B

WA S ERehe ol Aastst wAN He) $AEE ALgel
AEAch AR GARAMNE GAEol ofel e TR st b e
He BANE B4 wol X ool WA U o F N

A v A s FokAINE Aol vebd 2A4e R dAAbEA tigk o) s

2k 31 ¢ We did everything whatever we could do.
— We did whatever we could do.

A 34 0 It is very difficult for me to decide who my best friend

1S.

— It 1s very difficull for me to decide which friend _is best.
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dol BAE EEst] WAL Bast ol WAE 2AG Y§AE

== 1o

GA1 Azhete] Hab S1Ao) ALEE gelt)

2 2 0 1 felt comfort when we are together.

— [ felt comfortable when we are together.

2% 12 ¢ 1 proud her.

— | am proud of her.

PR A ((Fol / FolrEAb / S0 A

8) R, o)
el BaF Foluh FolrBAl Ei Bojst Mkl uRg WE
g 2 olv}

5 10 © So very difficult to talk with him at first.
— So it_was very difficult 1o talk with him at first.
2H7 17 1 first met at ten vyears old.

— [ first met him at ten ycars old.

424 AR A

{
l

VA 4 e skl BuaEol gk Bas AAAE YFG B9

A

-

,‘
|

483 AAAE & 497} o Gl L)
2 10 ¢ Sometimes, he surprised me an unexpected action or talk.

— Sometimes, he surprised me with an unexpected action or talk.

4t 29 ¢ He sat next to me in English class.

— He sat next me in English class.
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425 FEAH

ovld H A FEAE TE 9]

dn
1o
{

-z
)
1)
~Oh
i
ot

|
Sl
=l
at)

i
[
St

SAb e FEAE AR i FRTEe] FA BEoR 2RE o
ol el A WEAr Ao ArE Gt Aas 7
S e
ZHEL 2 0 But it has built up our relationship more strong.
— But it has built up our relationship stronger.
2H- 18 ¢ We often play soccer with friends.

— We often play soccer with other friends.

426 71} @+

& BgoA shbel osw b 49w X, oe X 2R
A thehd A Atk Creld A4S, b @ Avdon RistaAw @

o] oo gk el ZIAZA F gliz OFE o7l M o F mdH o3

L9 F O 120E A xdo] 12.1%, A o gk 79% %

ERsE L 3 8 V1B @459 A A o)

| o EwWgs R E G0

| D oolME Ed 7B 12.1%
2 wAd og 49 79%
oA oL 00k
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dalF ow el dAo] A= zZhFoxx g2 Ay B FEe
A it ou)7E o Mgk A7k of vl s )
A+ 3 0 Now there is 10 year that we met first.
— It has beenlis] 10 years since we met.
2k 1 ¢ In the class, we had sit aside each other.
— He sat beside me in class.
b= 20 0 We have wrong university, so we can’t meet much time.
— Fach of us goes to different universities, so we can’t
often meet.
A= 37 o 1 have 1 year left in the school.

— [ am taking a year from school.

ojulak o)) o] £H A3

1=

o

$oltk
At 21 ¢ If we didn't meet any more after school, our relation
would be over.
— If we didn’'t meet any more after graduation, our
relation would be over.

At 37 ¢+ 1 can’t forget the time we had together.
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2g3he A 7 T
R 7 % 579
Fol-5A HANGAY HFEA 5 » s
HA}Q} A} . | B 3.9
?4 Arp | - 19 3.1%
e | o .
o) - B 2%
E4 g8 T 21%
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ela she Eao] 7hgdel 3ol Atk Aojul /T Hiol xA el A
Q= pgdd o R s ool wi HiEol fAS AR AEstAY
tpE g 74 A dksH(overgeneralization) sk A v A VA A W= g)
(simplification) A] A Al UERL = & 4ot

Ao o= AR FHA g wet Aolvt dg Fx Utk B

Aol M= At el A Medh A defkt Aelg1980)] A A F

HAbo A whabe] AR @olo] gl $ALAA WEOR Bukste o
o eR® FRHAAL, wA Akl AE ALY o ad %E
oo AL AY AEH dojul LR LRHFAL oA A

B H(1980) 0] A Al 3F FH=

olo A uEF ¢ Fiz oA

Bsatde
SANEA FAE Baw s AAAE 2% ALHAL 4 5l
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2 Aae e gt e A G vEd 2 HE EdE 5 ot
A AT e HAstel EAstdon, 1 Ave g i

At Al 1ol Ao ghar st R A ARl uERd ERdEd
el My vk vk $AH1T5%) > FA S AlA(125%) > of A
R FA2.1%) > o13(7.9%) > SAR(G5%) > FAHILI o] =(52%)
Aol /R 47%) > A Eg SAEEHGE7%) = A H(37%)
> Fol-EAL BAA(B6%) > HAReE HARR32%) > JAAFH(3.1%)
> Fol-Rol BAX(29%) > HARKEECE%) > AFA23%)
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> EAH2.1%) = FAF £5(21%) > bewAH18%) > EAAR AL
(1.6%) > FEA0.6%) > AU o]=(05%) = HFA 33 H(0.5%)
> 71EF A AH0.29%) R WERETE b e 9 HE B WA #hate
Aefol 126%, yhrbel ZHEALEo] 34%, yHAbe]l A b7E 159% R AEFE o
S/ Wk

At Al 20049 A 2§ Aok 23R (51.5%) 9 o 2 HF
(48.5%)7F H]S:8b Al vhepwith,

ool A gl g A ES shakel FARS] AlAl FolA] ojE s W
ol 1 Fol M 53] ¥ALe] Algo] B ojeeS BTk Hold oF
T wEehe 27l Aozt 2 F7F 2o
Stepol Hagel weh dAoju] oF7F wWelvha FAs A k. sk Rk
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