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An Analysis of the Cultural Contents in Middle School English
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Abstract

To communicate in a foreign language effectively, we should be able
to understand the socio-cultural context of the target country. When we
face different situation of the culture, we might have some cultural
shock and misunderstanding.

Therefore, the teachers should tell their students to understand the
culture of the target country. The students who want to learn a
foreign language should understand its culture. English textbooks are
very important in an EFL(English as a Foreign Language)
environment like Korea and Japan.

The main purpose of this study is to analyze the cultural contents
in middle school English textbooks used in Korea and Japan. The

criterion for analysis is constructed on the basis of Chastain,
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Finocchiaro & Bonomo. Five kinds of English textbooks used in
Korea and Japan(totally 30 textbooks) were chosen in this study.

They were analyzed the cultural aspects for the content, nationality
showing up the field of cultural parts. Three main points of this
study follow like these.

First, are there cultural difference in the contents of each
textbooks? How much do they tell the students about the culture of
English and American Area.

Second, are there some differences of the national background?
Does each of two-country English textbooks have many kinds of
culture all over the world?

Third, Does each of the textbooks have the percentage of culture
explaining its own culture?

The results of this study are as follows:

Almost all the cultural aspects in Korean textbooks were about
common daily life. Japanese textbooks have much more than Korean
books in cultural parts. Among Korean textbooks Jungang and
Cheonjae has more cultural parts than other Korean textbooks. These
aspects were needed to bring attention to the other culture.

In conclusion, almost all the textbooks presented some cultural
parts, but they show the lack of balance according to the grade. If
we control the unbalance among our textbooks, they will much better
for the students. The students will have the interest in other culture

and internal motivation.
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1 2 3
o
i Let Me Introduce Who's Going to Be a|ll Can’t Live Without
myself Leader? Music
N Do You Exercise No More Housework! |The Story of Louis
- Every Day? Braille
3 Shall We Play|Why Don’'t We Go for|Baseball, My Brother
Basketball? a Bike Ride? and Me
What’s Your Favorite|Little Stories
4 ] Newspapers and Facts
Subject?
Can You Send Some|How to Cook Purple
5 |Gimbap over thePotato Salad Growing Pains
Internet?
5 May I Take Your|Pictures Speak! The Princess Saves
Order? the Prince!
7 |What Can I Do? How to Study Smart |Cartoon 21
8 |Two Presents in One |White Lies The Amazing Amanda
What Do You Want to|Safe Surfing on thel = |
9 This is Just to Say
Wear? Internet
What Do You Think _ N
10 ) The Power of Color The Reason Why
of the Uniforms?
) . . Buy One, Get One
11 |What a Pity! Ducks in the Gun .
Free?
12 * * Land or Wetlands?
The Secrets of
13 * *
Cheamoeangdae
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Let's Join a Club!

A Story of Two

1 It's One World
Seeds
) Too Young for This,
2 QOur Neighbors What's on TV?
Too Old for That
To Mom and . . .
3 . A Special Gift Music around us
Dad, With Love
4 Help! Help! Dear Diary Champion of the Heart
) o . Great Inventions of
5 A New Friend My Missing Piece
the World
) . Dear Children of the
6 | Surfing Is Fun I'm a Sea Turtle .
Earth
Mr. Collect’s Toy ) o
7 ) Korea in the World | Global Advertising
Hospital
. Hello from The World of Special
8 | Korean Games )
Australia Effects
9 Four Seasons in  |Do You Have a King Alfred and the
" |One Day? Scientific Mind? Cakes
The Tree, the Two Men and a .
10 ] X ) Reach for the Sky
Bird, and the Star | Wise Judge
Characters Are ) . What Do you Mean
11 Loving Is Doing
Everywhere by That?
The Best Thing
The 21st Century .
12 I've Learned This | The Future World
and 1
Year
13 * * *
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Welcome to Mina's

Homepage

E-mail Me, Please

The Hana Monthly

Family Newspaper

Which Do You Like
Better?

Good Study Habits

. . Are You Interested in|Korea's Pride:
3 |Hana Middle School .
Experiments? Jaekwende
4 Happy Mother’'s|l Really Don’t Know Different People,
Day, Mom! What to Do Different Customs
How Often Do You . )
5 What Is a Community?|Control Your Weight
Watch TV?

What's the Weather

6 ) Life without Sight Supply and Demand
Like?
How  Was  Your . Actions Speak Louder
7 Oh, It's So Cute!
Summer? than Words
Do You Want to ) . Ella Grasso: A Mother
8 ) I'd like a Cheeseburger
Join Me? and a Governor
Can You Wrap It The Shepherd and the
9 It’s Fall ]
Please? Princess
It’'s Next to thelWe Are Proud of Our
10 o Colors Talk
Subway Station Culture
I Hope We'll Arrive on|Physical or  Mental
11 |Watch Out! . .
Time Practice
] Korea Overseas
12 {What's the Matter? |How to Save the Earth
Volunteers
13 * * *
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1 2
o X
More Than One
1 | Hello, Everyone I Have a Dream
Language
5 Korea’s Four (GGarage Sales Healthy Eating and
“ |Seasons Physical Fitness
Do You Like
3 . Just for Laughs We're All One
Sports?
Sujin Goes to See . Ms. Wise, What
4 Recipe
a Doctor Should I Do?
_ . Minsu’s Camping|How MP3 Music Flies
5 |On the Subway .
Diary Work
. Umbrellas and Straw|Are You Going to
6 |Funny Stories
Shoes Help Me?

A Letter from New

7 Pets, Good or Bad? Cultural Understanding
York
8 Sujin Went|Seeing in ThreeiWhat Good Is a
Shopping Dimensions Weed?
) . . It's Such a Pleasure
9 |Bright Ideas Mike's Writing

for Me to Learn

10 |Fun with Numbers |Postcards Living in Space

What Do You . . Across Siberia to
11 . Keeping Friends )

Think of TV? North America

) ) The Man Who Planted . .
12 |At the Fire Station The Little Prince
Trees

13 * * %
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1 2
<. 3
Why Don’t You

1 |Glad to Meet You My English Diary Change the Way You

Think?

What Do You Like

. i . Inho’s E-mails from
2 |This Is My Family |Doing on Weekends?
London
What Food Do You|Beauty Is Only .
3 . . Math Is Fun
Like? Skin-deep
Sora Has a Busy Are You Left-handed
4 Where Does It Hurt? )
Day or Right-handed?
. What's Your{Are You Interested in|The Internet: A New
Favorite Music? Robots? Pandora’s Box?
) Beautiful Nations in
6 A Letter from|{l Wish There Were No th
e
London Pollution o
South Pacific
How Was Your . The Best
7 ) Women in Sports .
Vacation? Energy-Savers
The Computer Has How Can 1 Grow
8 My New Key Pal
Many Faces Taller?
National Holidays infWhere Do You Think
9 |Do’s and Don'ts )
Korea and America They Came from?
) Let's Look on the
10 |Different Customs ] . Who Cares?
Bright Side
Don’t Judge a Book|Interesting Stories
11 Wonders of Nature
by Its Cover about Names
The Animal Village .
12 The Gift of Love After Twenty Years
School
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A One World English Course / 2003 / b ¢ 279
)

1 2 3
o

FrlLwkrzb ol

1 o Aki Starts School A Friend from Korea
L Aki Goes Shopping | Nick’s Trip to
2 | B b iR .
Okinawa
bErfghonrs7 ) . . .
3 PN A Trip to Mexico Nature in Hokkaido
™MD
International Day Friends from
4 | s vanhiz? .
Party Shanghai
) . Aki Talks about her| Watching the TV
5 | Hish B AT .
Dream News
L Aki Goes to a A Japanese Volunteer
6 | =v Z7DOKE . . .
Baseball Game in Cambodia
Aki Visits )
7 |79 —+-=—% vt . For and Against
Marineland
Aki Goes Back to
8 | Kok A HOk *
Japan
9 | = 7 IR * *
) eDWT 7Y
10 * *
i
11 * * *
12 * * *
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! #A New Crown English Series/ 2003 / &£ 7 < 2849
shd
2
- 1 3
My Name Is . . )
1 Bob’'s Stay in Japan Tom's Tricks
Kato Ken

: Mukami’s Three Languages | Interview with
2 What Is This?
Mr Clark
You Are a Good| Hiroshima and
3 . Student Reports )
Singer Nagasaki
4 I Am a Champion| Kumi Talks about Korea Save the Earth
5 Alice and Humpty| The United Kingdom Show and Tell
School in the
6 . Speech- 'My Dream’ I Have a Dream
USA
Chinese and| . A Vulture and a
7 Ainu )
Japanese Child
They Are L . .
8 Computer Communication | Without Barriers
Partners
A letter from . i
9 Landmines and Children *
England
10 * * *
11 * * *
12 * * *
13 * * ®
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A Total English/ 2003 / i1 — ¢ 1794
o
1 2 3
o
e Loid? . _
1 . Spring Vacation The Internet
I Like Soccer
Al HMwTA LY
2 ) ) Hong Kong Super Salad
TV and Music
Ko BE . s
3 . Colors A Trip to the U.S.
Ms. Jones' Family
HE LT =4 7! ) )
4 i ) Flight to the UK. | Different Customs
Hi, Mike
| =T s LGE , Helping Others
5 . Days in London .
A Friend from Kenya - A Speech
4 8—=3%VFTH— . Stevie Wonde
6 B Barrier—free o .
A FTUT His Life and Music
7 | Gestures Thanksgiving Day | Miracle at the River
T AN A . The Diary of Anne
8 ) ) The Four Seasons
Mike Calls America Frank
EDERT T 4T
9 The 3Rs *
Aya Volunteers
B¥bx {F5H5 . .
10 Anime and Movies *
New Year's Food
= a—3— 7 H 5
N F i
11 ! Mother Teresa *
A Letter from New
York
12 * * *
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&
) 2
) 1 3
1 Susan and Takuya| Susan’s Speech Takuya's Speech
. Welcome to the A Visit at an
2 At School . .
Festival International School
3 Our Teachers Wind Energy John’s Visit to Japan
On the Way . )
4 A Farewell Party A School Festival
Home
] Takuya's First Trip| _.
5 Breakfast Time Sign Language
Abroad
Takuya in| A Video Letter from
6 At a Bazaar .
Vancouver Min-so00
7 Halloween E-mail from Seoul Takuya’s Reply
A Letter from Uncle
8 Cheer up, Susan! *
John
9 A Stocking for| The Winter Vacation .
Santa in Seoul
Min-so00’s First
10 . Our Homepage *
Goal
11 Home Alone ® *
12 A Video Party * *®
13 ¥ % %
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N 1 2 3
w9l
Hiking with Ms.

fFozx. 7>
it

Green

Let's Learn Braille

Yumi Goes Abroad |Don’t Throw It
2 Bz
Away
3 VAR Wa o) Let's  learn  with|Children of  the
. i B8 Computers World
] Homestay  in  the|An American
4 AA Ak & i .
United States Rakugo-ka
5 N oi—H—3 3 v|A Park or Parking|Video Games/ For or
7T Area? Against?
BEPEkA 5 4 —|Christmas is
6 ) 20th Century Greats
P Coming?
TANAD  EE _ ‘
7 . My Favorite Movie *
P
8 R )i H ¢ *
o9z A=A}
9 ES *
7 1) T
10 50y AR A * *
11 * * *
12 * * %
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The Winter
Vacation in
Seoul

—

Namdaemun Market ®
Namdaemun Gate ®

Seoul Tower ®

- Susan, Takuya, Yukat¥vV JILEBXLTVET,
EXOEELHVT, ThELOBRYOHFOLA
L HBTHUEL L,

TakuyaliMarket T %& L TVWE T H, AXORFZHEV
s
T, TOBFERLTVEKRERY, OFffUEL &L,

J

S/

C, 'C’/gcmét(J’ =~/
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Unit9 The Winter Vacation in Seoul

Sue, Taku and Yuka visit Min-soo in Seoul.

They are at the top of Seoul Tower.

Susan :

Min-soo :

Takuya :

Min-soo :

Susan :

Yuka :

Min-soo0 :

Susan :

What a view!

You can see most of the city from here.
What’s that big building?

That’s one of the ancient palaces.

It has the largest wooden building in
Korea in 1it.

What’s that one down there?

It must be the old city gate.

That’s right. It’s called “Namdaemun
Gate,” the oldest wooden building in
Korea. It was built more than six
hundred years ago.

In America we have no big wooden

buildings.

c&/uwéas =2/

top [tap]
Seoul Tower [soul tauar|
IYINAD -

ancient [éinfont]
palace(s) [petlis(iz)]

wooden [wadn]

must [mast] %
gate |geit}

Namdaemun Gate
|ndmdemon géit] #iAPd

built [bilt] < build [bild}

at the top of ~

What a view!
hdH, VVEED!

most of ~
must be ~




Namdaemun Market

némdemon ma:rkit}
AAPITTA

market [ma:rkit]

known [noun] < know

2 bargain [ba:rgon|

follow [félou]

be known as ~

Min-soo :

Susan :

Takuya :

Min-soo :

Takuya :

Yuka :

Min-so0 :

Let’s go and have a closer look. Then,
we can visit Namdaemun Market.

Great idea. Let’s go.

At the market :

Look at all these people.

Yes, it’s known as the busiest market
in Seoul. It’s open from two or three in
the morning.

Really?

Can you bargain here?

Sure. I'll show you later. Follow me.

Don’t get lost.

Cg)/%y/{éiﬁ( 9’/
— 69 —



LESSON 4

Kumi Talks about Korea

ARIGFROEFSRZBLT, BE SO L FPIULICEEERF DI IICED T L.
TOREEMNTHFL & 3.

asdivok: il

Last week I read a book about Korea and the
Korean language. The book was very interesting
to me. The writing of the Korean language is
especially interesting. A & A Jug %’@

s It is Hangul. I will study ij;"’ - ‘;ﬁa""‘m ;(?\anj
G

Korean in the future. this abook s

n 1. What book did Kumi read last week ?
aea 2. What is especially interesting to Kumi ?

* She reads a book about dogs.

romr She will read a book about dogs. OCNDSEANETZ DB TLBE EERITHETDELS
0 read «—read  especially will* future in the future
g redlLriedl Tispeol] - fwill ffittfel
Korea #@ -8 Korean #& ##:8(®) writing ®=» Hangul /oo
[kori:o] [keri:on] [hApgl]
24 twenty-fonr /L/e»é(/’ C}‘Oi()/f/)')

-6t -



(SW\>)

7om - Can you tell me about Hangul?
kumi - OK. King Sejong created it in the 15th

century. It’s a system of straight lines
and curves.

7om - | see. Will you study it in Korea? 2hg)

¢ O
kumi - No, I won’t at first. I'll study it in Q\?& ?

Japan first. Later I'll go to Korea. «$23$5

Ol e I e S L e L PO N

g FdRS

I RARAERE R ER EREEER AR 7&—’ =>u.
E e |xleolamianjo xRz |71 E = —

‘.? B Z| v e[~ - Sl 2 2lF r %*% [ =5k

#a% 5151 M BRI EIRIER )

1. Who created Hangul ?

een 2. Is Hangul a system of straight lines and curves?
She will go to the park next Sunday.
* -
o Will she go to the park next Sunday ? OCNHSEANETEIEONESH

. . N EFRIEZFOEVSFEFDER
— Yes, she will. / No, she will not [won’t]. A%

WORDS

tell create century  system straight line curve later  atfirst  I'll I will
[tel] [kriéit] [séntfori] [sistim] [streit] [lain] [ke:v] [léita] [ail]

won't +— will nor . King Sejong #ixt  15th=fifteenth 1580
[wount] ¢ [kip sedzop] {fifti:n6]

Aloro Coviorr () P 1
— z‘z',.
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LET’S

READ 3

Language — Life of a People

RiEE[C & IOBRICDVNTEINIEETT, N4
£, 7
[
Reading Point 1 \ ; fcomm
. - \ -
1. Lgnd of My Fathers’lcld K NORTHERN ’/ﬁ .Ed.nburgh
ERBFBLHTHONTLDTLELIN. IRELAND |
2. REEPBAICE ST, [EB5]1& - _Be"és'wf \
ENBBRER>TNDTU &I, R S "
~-1E‘ELA"D$ (NGO
- Dubiin(?
WA ENGLAND )
,,"_';./”'M ©JJ
.

Do you know anything about Wales? It is in
the west of Great Britain. The people there love
singing. The song they love the best is ‘Land of My
Fathers’. It is a song about their history and their

5 language. They sing
it in pubs and at
special events and
festivals. They never

forget their unhappy

0 history. S T—LZDIT

west#® love ~%#®3%  unhappy *=i
[west] [lav] [anhépi]

Great Bntam Ju—n-7usve  Land of My Fathers 1183} (%0®@#) pub /(7
[gréit britan}] [PAb]

- - -63-

WORDS




Once Wales was independent. People in Wales
spoke their own language, Welsh. Over many years,
England slowly conquered Wales. In 1536, through
the Act of Union, Wales finally became a part of
England. English became the ‘official’ language in °
Wales.

After 1870 children had to use English at school.
If they spoke any Welsh, they were punished. They
had to wear a piece of wood round their necks. The
wood said ‘Welsh Not’. 10

SRTY L~ L ABER oL & FCHE LTEDN AL W. N. 1& Welsh Not D8,

independent 27Uz wood ##  round ~0&EDHOIC ! Welsh oz—LX3@ conquer ~&EHRT 2

[indipéndant] [wud] [raund] i [welf] [kapka]
WORDS J U U O - TR TR RETE
the Act of Union &5z official 2@ punish(z  Welsh Not
[&kt ov ja:njon] {ofifal] [pAnif] Biss oI LXEEESINST




Landmines and Children

Ldj Dﬁfﬁ(;ﬁt\f%ibiﬁo 1@@13%%@8%!@?@‘31’1 RS UWESETY,
SThmEBEELULD, FPEEESICDTDANCLTAVET,

[ What is this? It is a danger sign. Signs like
this are seen in the
forests and fields of
Cambodia. What is the

»  danger? Landmines.

1. thre are thc danger signs 7

orr 2. What i 1n|ure% m'my Cambodldn children?

They see arge birds in the forest.

* O =NEF(ENTLES) e

pomr Large b1rds are seen in the forest. BT THRATHETDELR
danger seen +— see f()l’(:lSl

0 [déindza] [siin] [f5irist]

WORDS JE R O S

landmine #% Cambodia HRY7
[landmam] [keemboudia)

70 ... seventy



These Cambodian children

like to play in forests and

fields, just like you and me.
But some of them are killed
and many others are injured.

Landmines do this.

. Cambodian H:/mI7O  injure ~EENIS
[kaemboudion}

kill Just like ~
0 {kil}

WORDS :

seventy-one s+ 71

—~ 88 -



i2] ken - Landmines are terrible.  Are they

s

removed easily?
murami - No, they aren’t. Specialists are needed.
ken - How do they remove the landmines?
5 murami - They usually do it by hand. This is slow

and dangerous work.

ken : | can imagine that.

1. Who removes the landmines ?

eer 2. How do they remove the landmines ?

Large birds are seen in the forest.
ot Are large birds seen in the forest?
Yes. they are./ No, they are not [aren’t].

0 terrible  remove  casily  slow  dangerous by hand specialist Hrx
[térabl] [rimi:v] [f:zoli] [slou] [déindzeras) [spéfalist]

WORDS

72... seventy-two
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ZD HDIRAL -~ @ wﬁﬁjﬁggi

ken - What’s this?
mukami - It’s a language poster
for Cambodian children. It was made
by Mr Kurimoto, a Japanese volunteer.
ken - Why did he make this poster? 5
mukami - Well, you see, Cambodian is spoken in
Cambodia. But some children can’t
read it.
ken : I see. So they can’t read danger signs.
mukami - Right.  And then they enter dangerous
areas.
Ken : SO yOU mean there’re
many ways to work for

peace, don’t you?

Mukami - Exactly.

1. Whu made thc Ianguagje poster ?

oan 2. Why do some Cambodian children enter dangpmus areas?

A Japanese made this postu
st This poster was made by a Japanese.

Ot~ angEg(@nTLEd)]
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poster spoken + speak area peace exactly you see  there're +— there are
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