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An Interim Assessment of the Effect of Early English

Acquisition in the Korean situation
Ok, Sun- voung

Major in English Education

Pukyong National University

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate the effect of teaching English to
clementary school children in Korea. The theorctical background of teaching English to
learners in the ESL situation from their early age is based on the critical period
hypothesis which maintains that natural language acquisition can only occur before
puberty, and brain maturation is the cause of such a critical period phenomenon.
Therefore, this study was performed to find whether this theory is relevant to Korean
voung learners as well. For this experiment, 27 clementary students were asked to
answer orally prepared guestions in three modes : the memorized patterns, pictures of

learned patterns and pictures of unfamiliar contents.

To compare the speaking ability of Korean elementary school children with that of
native speaker children, five native English speaker children were tested with the same
pictures. They were students at the international school in Busan aged from six to
seven. The findings indicate that the Korean children did not perform satisfactorily for
all three modes of the speaking test. But thev performed better in memorized patterns
than with pictures in learned patterns. Their performance with pictures of unfamiliar
patterns was very poor. In comparison The native English speaker children performed

very well.



A questionnaire survey was conducted to elementary school children to see whether
the critical period hypothesis effect occurs or automatization/proceduralization occurs in
Korean children's learning. The result shows that the latter occurs more to Korean
children than the former. In short, the effect expected by the critical period hypothesis

did not occur in teaching English in Korea. Rather, Korean children depend more on

automatization and proceduralization in their learning.
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2. ol &4 HWA

2+ FdlAeE 27l 9o F5I #HId 5ol e 9n
LAD{(Language Acquisition Device)e] &, AAH Al7]=Z FAFToo o¢

¥i= o]l2 8 dum R skl
2.1 9o} 59 FA o] F

Chomsky, Krashen #-& HAHFYAEL dofF5L dutskyit & g
vk SHE 5 Agor vy glek owke sty o]E A 9%
£ F3+1 90+ Piaget(Johnson,1996), McLaughlin(1978), Gagene(1985),
Lado(1988) £ o5& AdFAEe] Tete 5 AdoHF5343] 2

o] F5Hd #F o]fo] Ao} FEH &
& 2 s d 9T £ A%E 79 oo 53 (linguistic competence)
= ool Fxo] #3 WFAIH A2l (implicit knowledge about the
language)®} <1ojeo] A=A Al FH(linguistic creativity) 2 231,
Aof<r B (language performance)S 5435+ A3 A AFalol e olojal g g
AFsteE do]eEas ttanan Ero

Krashen(1983)2 X370 5
oAl A o] &) 7Hs $Heomprehensible) 9] 818 F83] A F5hd AAAHA Ao
= 55 9oz stk oy £33 Baof
AdslE S F5E gE AEsEY BEd % st
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McLaughlin(1983)2 AW A g o] &) 17}3te] Krashen#¥ thE 94
S AAste sl 2o wE2W BRE g FAAE 3 (controlled
processing)ol A 2b& 5 ] 3 4 (automatic processing) 22 AF &= 33 o]
I oleld AEEsl dojdaiy wge oo Aty Fie] Haslvh= A
ojt}.

Piagetell o}3t¥l ddojshs& A<l &3 et gl tE A A
ol A loiA AREHEAH dwrsigdde] ¢ o o olth(Reich,
1986, p.283). 2= o] dojue AL 45 — EvE > 7 F
Bt} Piagety Chomsky® LADeo|&& Q1A A] &sktl  Piagets <
o] gtFolgt ANAHQl Fgo)l2y FUdttba A ch(Johnson, 1996,
p.12).

Aol A AFE o)BES FHAARY Ao 5o e AdFejzE
st ol&A A el 7 kA b2k b E AolE e & glth
Chomsky, Krashent2 MAToxtgd osld “doF5L AL FE A
Fol A Flel]l g o2 HQl g gle] AAQ g #d ¢ Y=
Feoln}” Depn Agelatar glv
b By ol £ TAHNA = ARAR | EAA Eot= vk o] “dojsF
52 54, &, ¥, FAE e A e AeE do] FAE flote] FAl
A HAAA 2AHEA Hgor diste Ao tiete dolagso At
7Vs st

1) Language acquisition could be defined as the following :
A leamner should be able to speak at normal speed without conscious effort to
grammar in a communication situations (¢F=-& 2001)
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Device)& ztal gjojdrls Zlo|ti(Chomsky, 1965). o]# 3 Hxdez <l
of dojs AA w F vk Aejn. 53] offola dojel wg I
wmole]E gFololE kel I dolol wEFw AASTH HA wd v
oA 2 delE Wil Wt Aolvh. 1o} o offd dA AF &%
A7 obd FR adelArl eieolm ool E Wl R 2L 4F
b e Aow dd zels FAsal st ESL(English as a
Second Language-dol& #j29] EFojE wl$= A f)ol Pt ol &
& 292 EFL(English as a foreign Language-3°]& +#d3] ¢5o=
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Autel ¢F = melEoe] 1% A 22 F @71? Chomsky(1965)¢] LAD7}
Aol o]l o Fo sy AF T}

FobEel =R WF WE SE2 ®IE FHolm, obEEe| 220

EE 95oE w558 7 du AL dol §5 FAMADIZ 97 o
Folgtn stttk £ e @ fiE od FR79 7 E 23 b
ged 17T delgse)- s FHe sle dels AAHeR Az
sheo gl wrEEE 2 dsk WAastE AjAAS FEaA o)
LADel = ‘W we] me) T2 addstse] gon, fraiy ge 5
3 Al Badd dA4H AojArE AXDE 7 ¢lole] Fyitd
& gAst o TG AMsle] Fad FWHA 3L olsda A4

T 4 A Atk Rolth SlojstAEE LAD/ 1-64) Abelol 7b3 94
A Agetel of /el ofdolzt Aol AN AD=AA wEHI| W
shel 1 3 lel Qlefebs maEolst ol HA Mg & Avk: el

TE 28 59

{Grammatical

dolzts
(Corpus or Primary =

LAD T
wama

Competence)

Linguistic Data )

<Chomsky2| LAD O| &>

Tt o] ol HA ol § A2olelZ AR BFLASOIAY T8
Aol Ayt @
3} gre EFLAEOIAE 404 g 2Eeg ols wdofol ta LAD

o FHEe Bl d Ao oAt

@ ola7be e el wEPoRA AdHe

2.2.2 AA A A7] (Critical Period Hypothesis)
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Lenneberg(1967)= <17t} v ob deo] H5of et 43 muAey
Ao} Aol &5 FANE A AHY(Cntical Period)7t &4 3kcte 7}
d& Alebdch. Aol F(Aphasia)d Aol vlwel  &W3 I
(Lateralization)£ &olA X0 F52 Al A= Al7|E 24| 5¥ 1047
A2 2rh e ozt AR 7L
ABFEZTE AUd Aol F5o] ofF dEita

Frobzll oAM= i #A & R FEHY Ao HE 5E

=)
T QAT 104B o] 2W Bg o) el o] wiel Aol F5o

2ol oAt wAe viA BAdNE

#e pslgel ARl Ak F Agslel =W grie A5 dojn
2 ol 59 ehLateralization)hel LA o] A& ALpRA £Al4
ol ARl A5 BASE HATA ANA e EAGE PRTR

oF @ol AR Ed Ao Jojggoldte S AuAA BAME
AL AR LR He A geRd dejsigs Wejdridte Fabe] A7AE
A4 GaelA dAA A7l olgs st sl
Chomsky(1965)7} LADE 438 2= 4174 42)82< Lennerberg(1967)
o AAH A7) M BlwE AT A de] w5 Fhdel di# At
st AgEia, e Al 2doleh 5ol wE A 2R )7
HaE =dhe AsAZE S0k 1950-1960d tell b= BAA R o
dotol7b elgit) o=refE Ry el e)n v A wegn s



‘2 d ¥ M(optimal age theory) FH& 'AAA A7} A(critical period
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ol w53t 1 gade] didt A& ARA 7 AT ATt o] 39
Mz 271 fl=ro] Wol| Wit oy pAe] nyA V5% AY
A Rarse] BEHATH, sl o)A z7)e T wHE HA s
AL ZlEe g AA HeldE dARow 7heshe, ofd olFEo] 9
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Thorndike7t 38+ ‘ojdloli= A2 uj$i= ¢loje) Aodxgl Wee
= d gle] o] Bl o= AR g B owj$= Al7he] Zrid 1 4|
dojel BE o]9e) g Wl glojM = ofdolr}t ofERTh 4 KT}
Eoh'E F3E d4sWA ol AAFrHAusubel, 1964, p. 421).

olRA AAA A7I7Hdel W& AAse i FAEE A F AR
gatal ok AAH A7l Ee 27 dojuwg AAdEE gAE)
7] 5o A A5 A9yl fs) AF AR AT} el g
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3} e &HT ol s

g4el Ay ol Ydel wEPozMw B 452 SAs

& ook gk

BLA

o

olsh Z& @3st Aolupy] AsdE oldelrt Yol wRelZ AL

= AREIAE BE dHo] gl 1 dojE AREEM irle &1E X%
T e detdart gl AS AAE s dvk aejnR W el A
inpute] 71¢] gl FeolE AbgaA AHE Aol A g =57 et

F58D Folufo LAD sHde] B3l s ueadasE A4S 7
7] Ayt A4E sk o] &3t el ] Y8 ME Freeman and
Freeman(1992)e] Wah= vhe} o] Qo] H=o] doj}y] fajx e “@A
Aola FRg E77(p75)7F doloksta] 15W F& Ao Ao =L
W agd Fold st 53 &3¢ F5H Ty uwa PEete ofdo
FolAlE 7 U # g flohie AL B9 dolop @ Ae|th(E T,
1998, p. 137). ¢hrg - WA 5(1999)9] Aol Al Ealxo] 34 gl A
inpute] wAd Bl A= Aol fler, doln 2R £ e AE Ye

Al g7 AL Abgo A (uheke 1998)d ¢ WA T o] input 7]
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& Aol daolty ojd NAA YA% HFo|H HHFe
b

ggolE27tEL AAT AR B4 &) Q17be] Zg dle=d gloja 5
@ dolgs 427 dvkeE AL A49st4 k=rHReich, 1986, p. 283).
FolE o2 A AFsHautomatization) 2t A 3Hproceduralization) 7} $+H=F

og] sGAtEdA dejya glex AEAE Fa dolra s ol
2.3.1 A% 3 o] #(Automatization)

McLaughlin(1983)2 Krashen®| 23}i= acquisition® learning?] 7H&
HR gl o, dels5s dutAAEER e flge] ogicha g
nE oAHow vy FHEAANE Fd olste] HatHoR {FAde ®
el & 4 Q9 3ok McLaughling] o] =& shs5ale] o) 8ol 278
I Sl7] wEel deojgtA #ge] A% Krashen® ©]23 tEA o2 r}
zr}

McLaughlin(1983)& == 48 E# 3 l(controlled processing)¥A
ol A 2% A g)(automatic processing)} A o2 HEE = AHH A o]
o BN Bt F dolsS5E dnt g 9 o2z foa 2y
AR A o2 ZEHOE 1Y Fo ¥ AdHoioke 2 A
ALzt ok ke @ wel o shA g Eeta g sbx] dyte

P g7l Wi Zell Ales ZE W

- dqn
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B2 7] wEelth ol olel g Ablol Qe W& Mclaughling 541 A
¢ el geka ek

Hgol SA Ay Hagel AT W Aue @yl vl FHe) AFHch
of ArE 3 ZA) AP wrd YA AgH N ANHow
geuT Auga Agd gom & sdse WA As WE Be
A% ANSATI Agol BW Fo Feol Tl e ko 4 wef

2 glejuley Aok 2 ool sgdch el olelst AAH A% g
N ARE 54 RGN} B3, A Ael o) APLA e 4

28 el Agsr)vh duh g Al Al A b e dsy
S shd 1 AE AAol AEFHHC] I AR 90 e A4 AN P

Zoht] (node)ol WA o Fa Az AgErt. olglel 7] slefeld}.

Practice
Controlled Process -~————---——-- > Automatic Process
(Short-Term Store) (Long-Term Store)
full attention very little attention

oleie Afa WAL U A3 F7] 719 Fol M) Y= A4
el dEAgel ASHow A4F wugozs Jojdnk olsh we| Fn
At AFHAE A sge] gaon Bk o A4Fshs Aol 9

| 4ol Biem vhd 27

o)

s ge Az Fde] dastu, dd
9 82 A AgHoR dejun], 53 Fo] FHE 28A ¥

FHel FEATE B2 MRS Fatsta] ol #Hia o3o] dsiA @o
Fi QAR Az BE D £ dol el olHe A go) F4x

gol do] Wt A& a5 B el £ Aol obx FAl g

OHW
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ol MEel Q7] WiEelehn ¥ 4 Utk Az 2
o) o wge chew 2

<E7| ofsllel 1A

tlo
i
=
L
2
ok

Ir
2

2o JYSAG aA-wd dA-eE GA—ol A B
~B A WA elv] g ol 8

AAE glwolZA ol 2wl stado] s HEz B A9 Aol
3 olsfatela o, 919 wyel ol TRolA o wAle] wapy]

i

© Aol we the BFom welsts] wie] ¥ ool AsaA =i
Aeltk, aeleln 2 b= e Hgel AFsHA Fhr] wol o
wAbe 2 g, 7h owoluhtl 2o B AF ekt elvlel mdE 4 914
g Aol

Bat7] AT mpRsEX o)), wele AL ofg =il 7ol 7] o)s)
s o) o).

<23l 2i e B>

A7 (m))—FA HA-oF A& DA-EA DA —>(speech)

EFL #7el 4 Shats 9] ©ael o) wolvicy $o1% gFstelor o
oS ShEAE A7 BEaa) s Ao Al paE Aztstelol @

WEees & A, #A duAEE & A

s ol H 2 Jloe) Wop Buh AA e bk AadA sFo] st
AozyE A4 ojFHE Av: B4 Be ARg WobA ot
2 ovhgel §8 9AE AR 2UE 539 o wo 4sHc o€ o
oA 2el® ARY WA RE AQelq £ 5He Ag B
of BAs AT w7 Arel 24 Aol Agre] x8Hw, Al



A% A= obd BA A Al Q7] W BE A 7y
of Fo1E PEsolol M B Aol ABH AT fakA HrkrF

T

&, 1993).

2.3.2 A3} o] = (Proceduralization)

Gagne(1980)w shrel 9AS e Fald Falolnye #F Mo
A 2] (declarative knowledge)® ‘oj® A& o9 A st} wek 7A
A A A{(Procedural Knowledge)®]l s55¢] Haddx I (Gagne, 1985,

p. 48).

A& SW thes e Aol ddH ey,
a} The capital city of Egypt is Cairo.
b) Vitamin C increases the formation of white blood cells.
g3 e AN BHA Aot
a) A person can play Baduk.

b) A person can drive a car.

ol Uof iF MAH A4S AAL Aok AL B 1AL Y F 9l
v R duishs A ohdth B4R 3 w 759 QA8 it

A28 hrhe Aol ¥ BAE W S Yok AL oy A% 2T} o @
B Aed doh Be ARg FAstel £US B9e W us EA

E 2 5 A "= Aolrh ol#A HAR BAE AE A& FxaA 8
W Aol & AAH AHows gaae dde Aetr] fajr= o

- 16 -



F b4 Aol of AaF otk dolE wied AoME By
Aol #¥ e A4S AAGT AA 270l 2 LWL s @ 5 Qo=

W

A& oyt 9)Frol Sgalsl pA L i 2 9 Fole] B, o 3o 3k
AL A Aeln], Adde] AFelA) dolF wslm 3 o]Fdte

de Y e q@ad o] o] FUsle] A 9] WEo] g

B3 oslsbs /15e @ 4 el Aol
aei slFelR e WolS b= el ¥ Aze HAd JA8 F

A 71E Aew BFart Bg dojER & AE ddn ke Aol

Gagned] s8¢ 2% 4& sigol oA HAA A2 F
AR AN BT Aoz wEddhs Ao 9o o

aMdLe U5 7k

o

|

|

|

|

|

|
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re
L
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E
Oiw
r/o

2.2.3 Lado® LAF °]&

Ladow 9=#402 Chomsky?] LADol2¢] NE& A7ssx
LAF(Learning - Assimilation-Facility) 2t 812 A8 3o Lado, 1988).
o °oJ&2 AE dste Wl M oW 5 Fx7) Qi §x
Wt F 1 dolE gk Al dAE AR dojstgo] o] #
ZARS TR SR

st (Learning) ehAl el A= of dolol7h 14bel M 44 WA X o] 7} 5w
Aw A8 wls de " AAE A 59A A4 22 A% 4
2 E Wiz A 2 91 AAY AAsARY o 6 ojHolol= g gl
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Al 2 2ger 552 vk

Teacher: Hello.

Teacher: How are you doing?

Teacher: What is your name?

Teacher: Do you have any brother and sister?

Teacher: How old is your sister? How old is your brother?

Teacher: How old are yvou?

3o e el (Gheadt g

Where is he? (bathroom,

livingroom, bedroom)

What is he doing?

Do you wash your face everyday?
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What do vou see in this

picture?

What is the boy doing?

2) AEA e o3t whelr] A}

stagel ol warvl AEst HAE Fo olFolAEA dHH A
E

NelBelA Fate bR F58

= o] >
HEg Ugos MEA 2AHE YYsar B ARTEES AP oy

O’l

Anel ARE T3 ALY Aoz st TE|7F ojud Ao R

ol ol kg grolur] fgoldrh X AFel %M stme WALE

L}

of wie dWe e Rk F 2799 st F UaE b dolakl

=

A ol grE @Al drka RdY A4S 139 184 G G4e 14

doyatglol A glojel FALolAAN dolg wevhn dge @ o

kil
A2 bmollal rEA g se 229 ol Tk,

_26_



4. 43 &

s

-—

B ool Al 3ol Aed APudel we 9T 272 AZsw
wogy, 25sa AL a5
BH, hed oo 2, BN 299 @h9 37bx FuUeR el 7

te] Ay vidde Mt o AFRE =9d g sir)

05

nx

HE Byl H8 4%

41 287] H7F Ax 2 A=
D <AF3AA 1> g 24

Ao O o Fe) A2 Ad® RS S 25y dolw

2 st

- 27 -



<E 41>

ES0] cheh RdAlZt

A S d715 el 458 I s 1y He
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A2 12/10=1.2 30/19=1.5 16/6=25
g+ A13 6/5=1.2 33/8=4.1 0
484 10/5=2 - 23/11=21 14/3=4.7
gHA5 19/11=17 42/19=2.2 25/8=3.1
846 5/8=0.6 37/15=2.5 1/3=0.3
&h A7 15/8=19 30/19=1.6 38/10=3.8
A8 12/9=1.3 35/22=1.6 23/7=3.3
49 6/12=05 | 30/21=14 38/12=3.2
410 | 710-07 | 37/22-17 20/8-2.5

eI 3/9=0.3 12/21=06 27/12=2.3
shAg12 2/12=0.2 39/20=1.9 28/11=25
8t 4413 1/8=0.1 15/21=0.7 13/13=1
A 14 2/12=0.2 14/26=0.5 12/10=1.2
s+415 6/10=0.6 39/22-1.8 12/4=3
sHA16 8/11=0.7 13/14=0.9 6/3=2
AT 3/11=0.3  8/25=03 11/14=0.8
54118 4/8=05 38/18=2.1 6/3=2
s+A819 2/10=0.2 10/17=0.6 13/12=1.1
&A1 20 3/10=0.3 11/17-0.6 13/8=16
ahA21 5/10=0.5 21/17=1.2 37/9=4.1
sh 22 7/4=18 48/15=3.2 14/4=35
5+ 2823 6/8=0.8 30/10=3 6/2=3
344824 11/5=22 | 12/7-17 0
3225 31/11=-2.8 36/14=2.6 6/3=2
& A26 3/10=0.3 19/15=1.3 36/10=3.6
& 227 3/5=0.6 . 30/10=3 2/2=1
Bt 208/237=0.87 722/453=150 | 429/181=2.37
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2 21/10 40/19 6/6
3 8/5 &8 0
4 8/5 14/11 3/3
5 13/11 37/19 12/8
6 15/8 18/15 3/3
7 11/8 24/19 10/10
8 15/9 44/22 YT
g 32/12 54/21 28/12
10 34/10 71/22 32/8
11 26/9 64/21 47/12
12 35/12 66/20 46/11
13 24/8 47/21 30/13
14 40/12 90/26 35/10
15 26/10 60/22 9/4
16 23/11 40/14 7/3
17 37/11 92/25 85/14
13 19/8 44/18 9/3
19 24/10 33/17 31/12
20 17/10 26/17 8/8
21 19/10 33/17 22/9
22 6/4 23/15 6/4
23 19/8 10/10 2/2
24 8/5 11/7 0
25 20/11 25/14 7/3
26 20/10 17/15 12/10
27 7/5 12/10 2/2
| 535/237=2.25 1021/453=2.25 466/181=2.57
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7h (-H) ()
Sl 1/5 3/3 1/4
2 1/10 3/19 2/6
3 1/5 1/8 0
4 1/5 2/11 1/3
5 2/11 6/19 4/8
6 1/8 5/15 0/3
7 1/8 719 2/10
3 1/9 7/22 2/7
9 012 2/21 3/12
10 2/10 1/22 2/8
T 2/9 2/21 6/12
12 1/12 820 i
13 0/8 5/21 10/13
14 0/12 3/26 5/10
15 1/10 4722 2/4
16 /11 5/14 2/3
17 1/11 4/25 7/14
18 2/8 4/18 1/3
19 0/10 417 5/12
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21 2/10 5/17 5/9
22 2/4 7/15 2/4
23 1/8 3/12 1/2
24 3/5 2/7 0
% /11 7/14 2/3
26 2/10 7/15 6/10
27 2/5 4/10 2/2
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Teacher: Hello.

Teacher: How are you doing?

Teacher: What is your name?

Teacher: Do you have any brother and sister?

Teacher: How old is vour sister? How old is yvour brother?
Teacher: How old are you?

Teacher: Where do vou live? Do vou like Busan?

Teacher: (Showing a picture of an apple) That is this?
Teacher: What color is this?

Teacher: Which one is bigger?

Teacher: Which one would you eat?

howoole Y (315d W)

Where is he? (bathroom, livingroom,

bedroom)

What is he doing?

Do you wash your face everyday?
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What is he doing now?

Do vou like ice cream?

Does he look happy or sad?
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What is she riding?

Do you have a bicycle?
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Where is this place in a house?

How many chairs are there?

What do you see in the picture?

Do you see any man or woman
in this picture?

Where is the woman?

Who are in this picture?

She is Mother and then who is this man?
‘What is Father doing?

What is the hoy doing?

Do they look happy or sad?

In this picture, what is the time?

Where is the cat?
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What do vou see in this picture?

What is the boy doing?

‘? Do vou think he got something?
¢

Why is the boy pulling?

What's happening in this picture?
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What do you see in this picture?

Did the boy catch a fish?

What is the dog doing?

What is the boy doing?
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What's happening in this picture?

What is the turtle doing?

What is the frog doing?

What is the boy doing?
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