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A Historical Study on the Introduction and Development In Korea Handball

Sea-hoon, Ch

Graduate School of Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

According to a historical record, games were played in the West and the East about 4,000
years ago. Handball originated in Denmark in 1898, and the introduction of handball rules
by Fredrick Gunudsen in 1918 paved the way to develop into a 7-player system. In 1915, the
game, which was named ‘Torball , started as a physical activity for women in Deutschland.
In 1919, it was established as an 1l-player system by Karl Schlentz and developed into an
indoor game. For the 1l-player system, ever since the 1950's, both the players and the
audience have lost their interest in the game, because there were not many exciting plays
in the game, which was one of the reasons for its decay. On the other hand, the
7-player-system handball has enjoyed great popularity in Northen Eurcpe. Today, the
11-player-system handball is played in the few countries such as Switzerland, Germany, and
Austria, and the 7-player-system handball is becoming the mainstream in the world.

Here, let us taKe a brief look at the history of Korean handball. In 1936, Han Byung
Chul , a high school teacher, introduced the 1l-player-system handball in the teaching
materials for physical exercises or in the athletic meet. This ‘can be considered as the
beginning of handball in Korea. In 1939, Lee Byung Hak, a professor of Bosung Junior
College, introduced the 7-player-system handball at its campus. In 1942, the first
11-player-system handball tournament was held at Seoul Stadium. In September, 1960, with
the participation of Moon Byung Ju and Han Byung Chul in IHF Assembly held in Belgium,
Korea was admitted to IHF, which provided a foundation for Korea handball to advance into
the world stage. In 1963, there were the abolition of the 1l-player-system and the spread
of the 7-player system. Since ever, the Korea handball federation, which has had its
leadership in elementary school, middle school, high school, college, and industrial

leagues, has been carrying on a small or large scale of projects home and abroad. In the



Los Angeles Olympics held in 1984, in which both the male team and the female team
participated, the latter won the silver medal, which made the Korean handball world-wide
known. In the 1988 Seoul Olympics, the male team won the silver medal and the female team
won the gold medal. In the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, the female team won the first place
for a second consecutive Olympics, which was the first time in the Korean history of a

game of ball and thus enhanced national glory and made its position in the world higher.

.-iv_
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1956 A 18 o3z 11904 A=A a(A5), 19 A5, 28 =41
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1950 A 53 @A 11907 AFA (e xkelolh), 19 54, 29 Fvido}
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