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The study of Korean—Japanese folktale story

—~ as the main section that the comparison of main animals -

Yun, Jae-Hee

Graduate School of Education
Pukyong National University

Abstract

In this thesis, as the comparison of animals of Korean and Japanese folk
stories | want to enlarge the range of mutual understanding as a consideration
from the life of the peoples to the national characteristics and culture.
Especially [ will introduce how to express the animals and how men’s minds
are reflected in the animals in those stories. In addition I clarify what the
common and difference between Korea and Japan through the study is.

We can sece the dog appeared hoth <Hanasattagie> of Japan and <The
hrother and the dog> of Korea. In those stories, the dogs are considered as
not only a domestic animal but alsothe spirit animal. In other words, the dog
is described as a faithful animal and delivering the fortune to the people.
Peopie would find easily thesparrow in <Sitagirisuzume> of Japan and the
swallow in <Hungbu and Nolbu> of Korea. We have learned encouraging good
and punishing evil through the requital of a favor with people. Besides, There
is in common, which is the same sort of characters in the story such as a
sparrow and swallow. However, they are different. For example, people think
the sparrow is a common and familiar bird in Japan and the swallow is a
divine nature in Korea. It is because the consciousness of the birds and
Eco-circumstance are different, Generally, the birds mean the heavenly gods or
their messenger, the spirit of the ancestor, and an incarnation of the Buddha in
the folk stories.

The raccoon in <Kachigachivama> of Japan and the tiger in <The ill-natured



tiger>of Korea are the main subject matters. Although the characters are a
littlebit different both of them they arc taken revenge by the people who
animals did harm. The raccoon always plays a role as causing harmful of the
people. The tiger sometimes plays a stupid animal role in folkstory and a
supernatural animal role in the myth or the legend. In old times, the tiger was
4 nonexistentanimal in Japan; therefore the stories about the tiger hardly ever
exist. Contrary to Japan, the tiger was a common animal in Korea, therefore
the stories about it is plentiful.

The avaricious and wicked monkeys appear both  the  stories,
<Sarukanikatsen> of Japan and <The crab and the monkey> of Korea.

The monkey is the most a common animal in the story of Japan. But we
seldom find monkey in the story of Korea because the monkey is an inhabitant
animal as well as an unfriendly animal in Korea. So even though the monkey
appears in the story of Korea Ibelieve that the story <The crab and The
monkey>> is come from Japan.

The animals' frequence and sort, role, mean are appearing differently in
the stories of both countries because they are related to  the
cco-circumstances and the signal of the people, the difference of the folk
custom, the consciousness from the difference of culture etc.

The I[olk stories of both countries have many similarities both the
development and the framework. It means that two countries which are
neighbouring countries geographically have many historical and cultural
exchange each other. Although the animals and the materials are different,
it means that two countries' culture, national characteristics etc. are
different both countries,

Through the consideration of the characters in the stories of th countries,
we will be able to understand from the culture of both countries to
national characteristics., So the subject which is the study of the folk

stories demands close investigation from now on.
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